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Weekender suspended 

THE JORDAN TIMES’ staff regrets to inform its 
readers that the Weekender section has been suspend- 
ed pending plans for the paper’s redesign. Neverthe- 
less, ’’Society on the move" and “Chip Talk’* will con- 
tinue to appear on Thursdays, starting today, on page 
7. The Jotdan Times staff extends appreciation and 
gratitude for the understanding of it's readers and con- 
tributors. 



Arafat critic quits Palestinian parliament 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Haidar Abdul Shaft, a former 
chief peace negotiator and frequent critic of Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat, has given up his seat in the 
elected Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC). Pales- 
tinian sources said Wednesday. Mr. Abdul Shaft, 78, 
resigned in protest at the failure of the interim auton- 
omy government to act on decisions and legislation 
adopted by the S8-member PLC, the sources said. 
Since the PLC was elecred in January 1996. Mr. 
Abdul Shaft has often criticised Mr. Arafat’s authori- 
tarian style of government and corruption in the 
Palestinian National Authority created under interim 
peace accords with Israel to run autonomous areas of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Mr, Abdul Shafi also 
chaiges that the peace agreements signed with Israel 
gave too many concessions to Israel. 
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Israeli-allied 
militiaman killed 
in Hizbollah attack 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
A militiaman in the Israeli- 
allied South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) was killed 
Wednesday in a Hizbollah 
rocket attack on a position 
in the self-declared Israeli- 
occupied border zone in 
south Lebanon, SLA radio 
said. The militiaman died 
from wounds received 
from rockets fired at an 
SLA post in Airarun, near 
Israel’s border with 
Lebanon and inside Israel’s 
self-declared “security 
zone" in south Lebanon, 
the Voice of the South said. 
Hizbollah claimed respon- 
sibility for the attack. 

Algeria denies 
Saudi mediation 
in its conflict 

.ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
Algerian government on 
Wednesday denied that 
Saudi .Arabia was leading 
secret mediation efforts 
between it and Muslim 
rebels. Such claims “lack 
any foundation,” a foreign 
ministry spokesman said, 
adding that .Algeria “rejects 
categorically any interfer- 
ence in its domestic 
affairs." Diplomats in the 
Gulf said Tuesday that 
Saudi efforts had led to the 
Sept. 2! announcement by 
the Islamic Salvation 
Array, the armed wing of 
the banned Islamic Salva- 
tion From ( FIS ). of a cease- 
fire from Ocl 1 . 

Pope prays for 
end to slaughter 
in Algeria 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — 
Pope John Paul II Wednes- 
day prayed for an end to 
what he called the “fero- 
cious chain of violence” in 
.Algeria. Speaking in St. 
Peter’s Square during his 
regular audience, the Pope 
recalled the “martyred pop- 
ulation” of the North 
African country, where 
more than 80 people were 
killed Saturday in the vio- 
lence. There was no imme- 
diate claim of responsibili- 
ty. Bui suspicion immedi- 
ately fell on Islamic mili- 
tants. Some 60.000 people 
have been killed in their 5 
1/2- year insurgency. “We 
ask the lord that the will 
and ways be found to break 1 
the ferocious chain of vio- 
lence and heal the innumer- 
able and deep wounds” in 
Algeria. Pope said. 

Primakov 
confirms planned 
tour to Syria, Israel, 
Egypt and Gaza 


OTTAWA (AFP) — Russ- 
ian Foreign Minister Yev- 
geni Primakov confirmed 
Tuesday that he would be 
visiting the Middle East in 
the next few days. 

Although he did not con- 
firm the dates of his trip, he 
said arrangements had 
been made for him to visit 
Syria. Egypt. Israel and 
Gaza. Talking to journalists 
after a meeting with Cana- 
dian Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien and Foreign Min- 
ister Lloyd Axworthy. Mr. 
Primakov said he had met 
representatives of the gov- 
ernments concerned while 
in New York last week for 
the United Nations General 
Assembly. 


King hopes Yassin’s release 
is ‘one step amongst many’ 
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The handwritten letter sent to His Majesty King Hussein 
by an Israeli officer declaring the release of Hamas 
founder Sheikh Ahmad Yassin upon the request of the 
King and stressing that Sheikh Yassin was not deported, 
but released free. The letter is written in broken Arabic 
with many grammatical mistakes suggesting the author is 
not a native speaker. The letter is also headed with 'By 
the name of God, the merciful/ the Islamic prelude and 
carried no eligible signature (J.T. copy) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special io the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Wednesday expressed 
his satisfaction over Israel’s 
release of Sheikh AhmaS 
Yassin, the spiritual leader of 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment. Hamas, and called for 
more similar steps to restore 
confidence between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

“I am very pleased and happy 
with the swift reaction, [and for] 
the fact that Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin arrived safely here,” the 
King said following the arrival 
of the sheikh at King Hussein 
Medical Centre. 

“Now he is resting and be 
receives the best care we can 
afford him. This is the least we 
can do and 1 am happy to meet 
him for the first time," the King 
told Jordan Television before 
dawn on Wednesday. 

“He is in good spirit and 1 
hope this will be one step 
amongst many to follow as I 
have appealed before for con- 
crete, humanitarian and other 
steps to be taken to save the 
peace process and to get it re- 
energised towards it’s goal of 
comprehensive peace in this 
region.” the King said. 

He added that he spoke with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat and informed him about 
the arrival of the Hamas leader 
to the Kingdom following eight 
years in Israeli jails. 

”1 did speak to President 
Arafat immediately and gave 
him the good news and he is 
very- happy." the King sad. 

An Israeli army commu- 
nique, issued at 4 a.m. Wednes- 
day. said Sheikh Ahmad Yassin 
was pardoned because of ill 
health and taken by helicopter 
to Amman following a request 
by King Hussein. 

“His release was declared at 
the recommendation of Rime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
who answered the call of King 
Hussein.” the statement said. 

The release of Sheikh Yassin 
came hours only after the King 
made a request to Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu on Tues- 
day. 

Speaking to his family, 
reporters and supporters in 
Gaza by phone from Amman. 
Sheikh Yassin said; “We saluie 
you and all the Palestinian peo- 
ple in the occupied land and. 
God willing we will meet soon 
on our soil. 

“I send my greetings to the 
entire Palestinian people. I want 
to inform them that I am com- 
ing to Gaza in the near future. I 
am getting treatment in Jordan.” 
the 61 -year-old Hamas leader 
said from Amman. 

Palestinian leader Arafat wel- 
comed Sheikh Yassin's release. 

•God willing. It will be the 
beginning of the release of all 
prisoners who are still in Israeli 
and ZionisL prisons, who are 


still suffering there," Mr. Arafat 
said 

A Hamas statement said that 
Sheikh Yassin arrived here for 
treatment upon an invitation 
from the King. 

The statement said that 
Sheikh Yassin declined to board 
the military helicopter sent by 
the King until he received a 
“written undertaking from the 
occupation authorities that 
would allow him to return to the 
Gaza Strip.” 

The one-page document, 
signed by the commander of the 
Israeli army's southern region 
confirmed “that Sheikh Yassin’s 
release w as not a deportation 
and this is a pledge that Israel 
undertakes." 

Sheikh Yassin’s release came 
one week after Hamas alleged 
that Israeli intelligence agents 
attempted to assassinate the 
Hamas polhburo chief Khaled 
Misha'al in Amman. Two 
Canadian suspects were arrest- 
ed after a quarrel with Mr. 
Misha’al's bodyguards. 

Israel Radio on Wednesday 
said the release was part of a 
deal between Jordan and Israel 
for tiie swap of the two suspect- 
ed agents of Israel’s Mossad 
secret service. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai, National 
Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon and Cabinet Secretary 
Danny Naveh closed the deal 
with Jordan earlier this week, 
Reuters news agency quoted 
the radio as saying. 

Stale Minister for Informa- 
tion Affairs Samir Mutawi 
denied that Sheikh Yassin ‘s 
release was port of a deal with 
Israel in exchange for the two 

suspects. 


“I see no connection. These 
two Canadians are now being 
interrogated according to Jor- 
danian law and there is no con- 
nection between the two 
events." Dt Mutawi told the 
Jordan Times. 

He said that the two suspects 
detained for their involvement 
in the attack against Mr. 
Misha'al will be tried in Jordan. 

‘The two Canadians who are 
detained for their* role in the 
attack are being interrogated 
and they will be tried according 
to Jordanian laws,” Dr. Mutawi 
said 

“If they are innocent, they 
will be released But if it was 
proven that they are guilty, they 
will be punished according to 
Jordanian laws,” the minister 
said 

“We are very happy to see the 
ending of a continuous and long 
suffering of Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin. The release comes at the 
right rime and upon the instiga- 
tion that His Majesty made 
when he called upon the Israeli 
prime minister to make bold 
gestures in order to help the 
peace process." Dl Mutawi 
said 

Western diplomats and Jor- 
danian officials said the govern- 
ment had obtained “irrefutable” 
proof of Israeli involvement in 
the attempt on Mr. Misha’ al’s 
life. Agence France Presse 
(AFP) reported 

“King Hussein confronted the 
Israeli authorities with the evi- 
dence “ one source was quoted 
by the AFP. 

“He told them; 'If you do not 
identify the chemical used in 
the attack, Mr. Misha'al will 
die. in which case Jordan will 
take measures against Israel, 


including breaking off diplo- 
matic relations'.” the source 
added 

In addition, the King had 
asked Mr. Netanyahu to make a 
gesture to Hamas to “repair the 
damage” done by the assass ina- 
tion bid against Mr. Misha’al. 
AFP quoted the sources as say- 
ing. 

In exchange for the antidote 
for the poison used against Me 
Misha ’al and the release of 
Sheikh Yassin. Jordan agreed 
“to make as little noise as possi- 
ble about the whole affair and to 
resolve it discreetly” the 
sources added 

Hamas spokesman in 

Amman Mn hammaH Nazal 
denied that his group was part 
of any deal to release Sheikh 
Yassin. 

“Well, they told us today that 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin bad 
arrived at King Hussein Med- 
ical Centre. We do not know 
about any deal between the 
Israeli government and the Jor- 
danian government,” Mr. Nazal 
told the Jordan Times. 

“We are not part of any-deal 
to release Sheikh Yassin,” Mr 
Nazal told the Jordan limes. 

“No change in the policy of 
Hamas. We have policies decid- 
ed by our establishment So. 
there will be no changes in die 
policies of Hamas,” he added 
The General-Secretary of the 
Palestinian National Audiority 
(PNA) Ahmad Abdul Rahman 
said that the PNA “demands the 
cancellation of the expulsion of 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin and his 
return to his homeland” 

The White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry welcomed 
the release saying that the act 
was a “humanitarian gesture 
taken by the government of 
Israel that we hope will improve 
the climate for further discus- 
sions related to the peace 
process.” 

Meanwhile, Iran said that it 
was unimpressed by the release 
saying it was meant to abort a 
Palestinian uprising in case of 
his death in prison. 

Israel Radio said security offi- 
cials had long recommended 
the sheikh’s release for fear his 
death in prison would prompt 
revenge attacks and disturbance 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The Hamas leader, who was 
bom in 1936 in the Gaza Strip, 
formed Hamas in 1987. 

He was arrested by Israeli 
authorities several times and 
detained for possession, of arms 
and masterminding attacks 
against Israeli targets. 

The Hamas leader is com- 
pletely paralysed and suffers 
blindness in the right eye as a 
result of torture in Israeli jails. 

He also suffers weakness of 
sight in the left eye. In addition, 
he lost hearing m the right ear 
and sustains weak hearing in the 
left ear. 


Arafat says U.S. convinced Israel 


trying to escape peace obligations 


ALEXANDRIA (R) — 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said on Wednesday 
that the U.S, was now con- 
vinced that Israel was trying 
to escape from its Middle 
East peace obligations. 

President Arafat made his 
remarks after a brief meeting 
with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in the 
Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria during which he 
discussed U.S. attempts to 
boost the Middle East peace 
process. 

Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority agreed 
under the auspices of U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright in New York on 


Monday to restart in October 
formal talks blocked for slx 
months over Jewish settle- 
ment building and Islamist 
botnbings. 

“This American attempt is 
a [sign of] conviction by the 
U.S. administration that 
Israel is trying to escape from 
what it signed," President 
.Arafat told reporters after his 
talks with President 
Mubarak. He had arrived in 
Egypt from Morocco. 

"These include the release 
of [Palestinian] prisoners, 
redeployment, its plot to 
judalse Jerusalem, land 
expropriation, creation of set- 
tlements, its refusal to open 
Gaza airport, its refusal to 


allow the setting up of Gaza 
port and its refusal to set up 
safe passages between Gaza 
and the West Bank,” he said. 

Ms. Albright said joint 
Israeli-PaJestinian negotiat- 
ing committees would meet 
in the Middle East the week 
of October 6 to deal with a 
Palestinian airport and sea- 
port and other aspects of a 
1995 agreement not carried 
out by Israel. 

Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials will also meet in Wash- 
ington the week of October 
13 to discuss clearing the way 
for so-called “final status" 
negotiations. 

Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks collapsed last March 


when Israel broke ground on 
a controversial 6,500-unit 
Jewish settlement on the hill- 
top of Jabal.Abu Ghneim in 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

The crisis deepened after 
two Jerusalem bombings by 
Islamists which have claimed 
20 Israeli lives since July. 

“Israel's defiance is not just 
towards the Palestinian side. 
The [peace] agreement is an 
international one and the 
defiance is directed ai all the 
countries and powers that 
signed it." said the Palestin- 
ian President. 

“What is happening is dan- 
gerous and affects the peace 
process in its entirety as well 
as the Middle East," he said. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan meets U.S. President Bill Clinton at 
the White House Wednesday. The Crown Prince and the president discussed 
progress made in talks between the Palestinians and Israelis and ways to build 
on such progress (Reuters photo) 

Prince Hassan, Clinton discuss ways 
to build on progress in peace process 


Special from 
Washington 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday conveyed a 
message from His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton dealing with efforts 
to overcome obstacles 
facing the Middle East 
peace process and creat- 
ing the appropriate envi- 
ronment for achieving 
the desired progress. 

During their meeting at 
the White House, the 
Crown Prince and Presi- 
dent Clinton also dis- 
cussed future steps that 
will be taken to build on 
the progress achieved 
through the resumption 
of the Palestinian-Israeli 
talks and the release of 
Hamas leader Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin in 
response to a humanitar- 
ian call by King Hus- 
sein. 

The meeting took place 
amidst a flurry of politi- 
cal activities in Wash- 
ington aimed at ending 
the stalemate in the 


peace talks. These activ- 
ities include the visit of 
Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Mussa. renewed 
Syrian -American con- 
tacts and the talks Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman 
will hold here next 
week. 

The meeting came as 
pan of the necessary 
consultation and coordi- 
nation between Jordan 
and the U.S. at this criti- 
cal stage through which 
the peace process is 
passing in light of the 
important role the two 
countries play in creat- 
ing a regional environ- 
ment conducive for 
achieving a break- 
through in the peace 
negotiations, official 
Jordanian sources said. 

The talks between the 
Crown Prince and the 
LLS. president also 
addressed bilateral rela- 
tions and means of 
i m pro v ing coopera t i on 
between "the Kingdom 
and the U.S. at a time 
when Jordan enjoys the 
support and appreciation 
of both the Clinton 


administration and Con- 
gress, the sources said. 

Crown Prince Hassan 
and President Clinton 
also discussed the steps 
the U.S. is expected to 
announce shortly to 
increase economic and 
military assistance to 
Jordan, the sources 
added. 

President Clinton 
stressed the important 
role Jordan is playing 
under the wise leader- 
ship of King Hussein in 
efforts to bring about 
peace and stability to the 
region, and reiterated the 
U.'S.’ commitment to 
supporting the Kingdom. 
The Crown Prince 
expressed Jordan’s 
appreciation for this sup- 
port. 

Crown Prince Hassan 
also held talks with U.S. 
Under-Secretary of State 
Thomas Pickering and 
was scheduled to meet 
with U.S. special coordi- 
nator for the peace 
process Dennis Ross 
before leaving Washing- 
ton for Amman before 
the weekend. 


Japan to grant Jordan $87m for 
infrastructure projects — envoy 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Japan is 
expected to grant Jordan 
approximately S87 mil- 
lion for various projects 
within the coming two 
months, the Japanese 
ambassador to Jordan, 
Takayuki Kimura, said 
on Wednesday. 

In a press conference, 
Mr. Kimura told 
reporters that four Japan- 
ese technical missions 
are due to arrive in Jor- 
dan during the coming 
two months to finalise 
the projects. 

“If the discussion of the 
missions with the Jordan- 
ian counterparts satisfy 
both sides, and I am sure 
they do, we expect the 
final signing of agree- 
ments can be made, one 
by one. within the next 
several months." Mr. 
Kimura said. 

The ambassador, who 
also reviewed Japan’s 
ongoing financial assis- 
tance to the Kingdom, 
said about $5.6 million 
will be allocated for the 
provision of medical 
equipment for Jordan 
University Hospital with 
the aim of improving 
quality and capacity of 
the hospital's medical 
services and its func- 
tions. 

Approximately $65 
million will be ear- 
marked for the second 


phase of a project geared 
towards improving the 
water supply system in 
Greater Amman’ said Mr. 
Kimura. He added that 
the project is aimed at 
increasing pumping 
capacity of water from 
Deir Allah to Amman as 
well as expanding the Zai 
Treatment Plant In order 
to double the existing 
water supply of 45 mil- 
lion cubic metres per 
year. 

Mr. Kimura noted that 
the first phase of the 
water supply project, also 
financed by Japan at a 
cost of $12 million, is 
still under implementa- 
tion. 

Japan will also provide 
Jordan with civil 
defence/fire fighting 
equipment worth about 
$7.5 million, according 
to the ambassador, who 
said the project strives to 
develop Jordan’s civil 
defence (fire fighting and 
rescue operations). 

Mr. Kimura added that 
Japan will allocate about 
$9.3 million for the pro- 
vision of therapeutic and 
diagnostic equipment and 
ambulances to upgrade 
Jordan’s emergency 
health care. 

Mr. Kimura said 
Japan's ongoing financial 
assistance to the King- 
dom is in appreciation of 
the country’s efforts in 
pushing Lhe peace 
process forward. 


"Jordan is a key coun- 
try in the Middle East... 
and Jordan is a country 
that should be supported 
for taking bold steps in 
the peace process,” said 
the ambassador. 

Mr. Kimura pointed to 
other projects financed 
by Japan currently under 
implementation, includ- 
ing a $7.2 million reno- 
vation of Sheikh Hussein 
Bridge, $23 million in 
support of Jordan’s bal- 
ance of payments and a 
$3.7 and $2.2 million to 
increase food production 
in the Kingdom. 

Other projects, Mr. 
Kimura said, are still to 
be launched. These 
include r a vocational 
training centre at a cost 
of $6.5 million, and a 
three-year project target- 
ed towards family plan- 
ning worth $2.5 million. 

The ambassador said 
Jordan and Japan are cur- 
rently discussing the 
rescheduling of S72 mil- 
lion of Jordanian debts to 
Tokyo. 

Japan is also consider- 
ing giving Jordan a loan 
of $85 million for 
tourism projects, a grant 
of $9.3 million for the 
renovation of the King 
Hussein Bridge, as well 
as additional support for 
the Kingdom's social 
productivity programme, 
Mr. Kimura said." 
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Iraq assails West’s no-fly zones 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq said on Wednesday two 
no-fly zones over its territo- 
ry were illegal and called 
on Western powers impos- 
ing them to halt violations 
of its airspace. 

The ruling Baath Party 
newspaper Al Thawra .said 
the zones, one in the north 
to protect rebel Kurds and 
the other in the south to 
guard dissident Shi’ite 
Muslims against air attacks 
by Baghdad, were not man- 
dated by the 1991 Gulf war 
U.N. resolutions on Iraq. 

“We call on the United 
Nations to respect its oblig- 
ations with regard to Iraq’s 
sovereignty and exert pres- 
sure on America and those 
cooperating with it to lift 
the air-exclusion zones 


imposed on it by force,” the 
newspaper said in a front- 
page editorial. 

‘This arbitrary (air) 
exclusion does not repre- 
sent international will... but 
it is rather a unilateral and 
arrogant decision practised 
by America and those coop- 
erating with it." the paper 
said. 

Iranian planes penetrated 
the two zones on Monday 
and bombed military camps 
run by Iranian exiles in 
Iraq. 

Baghdad says the pres- 
ence of the zones makes it 
difficult ^o defend itself 
against such attacks. 

Both zones were imposed 
after the 1991 Gulf war 
over Kuwait. U.S.. British 
and French aircraft take 


part in policing them. 

Thawra said the U.S. per- 
sisted on the imposition of 
the zones “ using fabricated 
excuses to weaken Iraq and 
restrict its movement in the 
face of matters threatening 
Iraq’s territorial security 
and national unity." 

Mujahedeen to uphold 
armed struggle 

Meanwhile in Baghdad. 
Iran’s main opposition 
group, the People’s Muja- 
hedeen targeted in the Iran- 
ian air strike, vowed at a 
congress on Wednesday to 
keep up the armed struggle 
against Tehran. 

Mujahedeen leader Mas- 
soud Rajavi also con- 
demned a natural gas deal 


between the French oil 
giant Total and Iran. 

“The armed struggle is 
the main method to over- 
throw the Iranian regime 
and set up a democratic 
regime," Mr. Rajavi said- 
citing a final statement of a 
10-day congress of the 
Mujahedeen and smaller 
opposition groups. 

Mr. Rajavi said Iran’s air 
strikes on two Mujahedeen 
-bases on Monday were 
“proof of the weakness and 
fear” of Tehran, which said 
the operation was launched 
in retaliation for deadly 
cross-border raids by the 
opposition. 

He also called for a 
“political and economic 
boycott of Iran" and warned 
against “any weakness or 


compromise with the mul- 
lahs’ regime." 

On the Total contract, Mr. 
Rajavi said it "encouraged 
Iran’s ruling theocracy to 
continue its flagrant viola- 
tion of human rights and to 
export terrorism and funda- 
mentalism.” 

He urged the French gov- 
ernment to step in and can- 
cel the two-billion-dollar 
contract for Total to explore 
Iran’s South Pars offshore 
gas field along with Russ- 
ian and Malaysian partners. 

The congress brought 
together more than 570 del- 
egates from 20 countries, 
including Iran. It was held 
at a Mujahedeen centre in 
Iraq, the group said, with- 
out disclosing the location. 


Kuwaiti public figures call for 
scrapping of Doha conference 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwaiti personalities have 
appealed in a letter to 
Qatar’s emir to call off the 
Middle East economic 
conference in Doha or drop 
Israel from the invitation 
list, one of the signatories 
said Wednesday. 

Abdul Wahab Al Wazzan, 
a prominent businessman, 
said eight figures from 
across the political spec- 
trum sent a letter “appeal- 
ing to the emir of Qatar 
(Sheikh Hamad Ibn Khali- 
fa Al Thani) not to go 
ahead with such an eco- 


nomic conference." 

“If they do, they should 
not invite Israel," Mr. Waz- 
zan said, adding that the 
letter was sent two weeks 
ago though the Qatari 
embassy. 

Qatar is to host the fourth 
Middle East and North 
Africa economic confer- 
ence in November. Israel 
has attended each of the 
previous meetings. 

Doha has stuck to its 
decision to hold the confer- 
ence. despite pressure from 
several Arab states who 
want to see it cancelled 


because of hardline Israeli 
policies which they blame 
for undermining the peace 
process. 

Alongside Mr. Wazzan, 
other signatories are MPs 
Nasser al Sania, Adnan 
Abdul Sained and Abdul- 
lah Naibari. newspaper 
columnist Abdullah Nafisi, 
former MP Jassem Al 
Saqer, businessman Abdul- 
hamad Al Mazidi and stu- 
dents' union head Yousef 
Omer. 

Kuwait itself has not yet 
said whether it will take 
part in the conference. 


PNA declares state of 
alert in security units 


From the Israeli newspaper 
Ha’aretz 

PALESTINIAN SECURITY 
forces have mounted heavy 
machine guns and other 
weapons on their security 
vehicles, apparently girding 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA.) territory for a 
defence against invasion and 
taking Israel's defence estab- 
lishment by surprise. 

Meanwhile, Israeli security 
forces are heightening the 
state of alert in the big cities in 
light of continued warnings of 
possible terrorist attacks on 
the eve of the new year Secu- 
rity has also been stepped up 
around the Jewish settlements 
in the territories. The territo- 
ries will be sealed off from the 
arrival of Rosh Hashanah 
(Jewish new year), at sun- 
down Wednesday, until the 
end of the holiday. Ha’aretz 
has learned that last week a 
state of alert was declared in 
Palestinian security units and 
emergency meetings were 
held to discuss scenarios 
under which Israeli forces 
might enter Area A of the 
West Bank, which is under 


Palestinian control. 

Participants in the meetings 
said that the Israeli anny must 
be prevented from entering 
Area A even at the cost of a 
lull-scale clash. A meeting 
held 10 days ago resulted in 
the decision to heighten intel- 
ligence cooperation among all 
branches of the Palestinian 
security forces and to step up 
night patrols in an effort to 
prevent the possible entry of 
the IDF into Area A. 

This week, Palestinian spe- 
cial forces held an exercise in 
the Gaza Strip based on die 
possibility- that the Israeli 
anny will enter the 
autonomous area in order to 
abduct a Palestinian leaden 

DDF sources told Ha’aretz 
that tension with the Palestini- 
ans had abated. However, the 
IDF noted that it has contin- 
gency plans should the situa- 
tion deteriorate. 

A security source has 
revealed that the Palestinian 
authority and various militant 
groups in the self-rule areas 
have more than 30,000 
firearms, as well as grenades, 
explosives and even 
Katyushas. 


Sharjah court 
adjourns 
appeal of jailed 
stewardess 

SHARJAH (AFP) — An 
Australian air hostess and. two 
Arabs convicted on drugs 
charges appeared in a United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) court 
here Wednesday to appeal 
against their jail teems. 

Sharjah court held a brief 
hearing and adjourned until 
Oct. 1 1 because two witness- 
es were absent, a defence 
lawyer said. It was the third 
adjournment of the appeal 
since the convictions were 
handed down in June. 

Julia Alexander, 25, was 
smiling in court and appeared 
in good health. She has been 
jailed for four years for smok- 
ing hashish. Appearing along 
with the Emirates hostess was 
19-year-old UAE national 
Jamal Al Ghafur, whose 
mother is a U.S. citizen and 
who was jailed for life for 
dealing in valium, a prohibit- 
ed substance in the Gulf state. 

A third accused, Lebanese 
national Roger Louis Ghaleb. 
received the same four-year 
sentence as Alexander 


PNA officers, gang 
engage in firefight 


NABLUS (AP) — Pales- 
tinian security officers 
seeking to avenge the mur- 
der of a relative engaged in 
a 90-minute firefight with a 
vigilante gang in down- 
town Nablus. Palestinian 
police and witnesses said 
Wednesday. 

No one was injured in 
Tuesday evening's 

shootout in the narrow 
alleys of the old city, or 
Casbah. of Nablus. 

Those involved in the 
gun battle — eight officers 
and eight vigilantes — 
were detained, said Jibril 
Rajoub, the Palestinian 
security chief in the West 
Bank. 

Colonel Rajoub said the 
preventive security service 
officers, all members of the 
Hassunieh clan, had tried 
to avenge the killing of a 
family member. 


“They think its a game 
and acted like gangsters, all 
of those who participated 
are under arrest,” CoL 
Rajoub said. 

The man targeted by the 
officers was Ahmad 
Tabouk, who is responsible 
for killing and maiming a 
number of Nablus resi- 
dents. 

Tabouk and his followers 
operated in the city in the 
months before Israel hand- 
ed Nablus to Palestinian 
control in December 1995. 
Several days after the 
takeover. Tabouk was 
arrested by Palestinian 
police. 

Tabouk is held in the 
West Bank town of Jericho 
by the Palestinian Preven- 
tive Security Service, but is 
allowed to make weekly 
visits to Nablus. 


Interior ministry to enforce 
new wedding rales in UAE 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE ) 
has asked its interior ministry 
to help enforce a new law 
limiting wedding costs in a 
drive to curb mixed mar- 
riages, -an official said 
Wednesday. 

Jamal Al Bah, director of 
the Marriage Fund, said Emi- 
rati bridegrooms violating die 
new rules would be deprived 
of the grant of $19,075 
extended by the fund. 

"The cabinet decision on 
marriage dowries will be 
enforced through coordina- 
tion between the fund and the 
ministries of interior, and jus- 
tice and Islamic affairs" he 
told Al Khaleej newspaper. 

“We will watch wedding 
parties to ensure they do not 
last more than one day. We 
will also check marriage con- 
tracts to make sure the dowry 


and the divorce compensation 
for wives dq not exceed the 
limit.” 

The federal cabinet decided 
this week to set a ceiling on 
dowries, the money paid by a 
bridegroom to his bride under 
Islamic law, and on divorce 
compensation. 

It also stipulated wedding 
parties must not exceed one 
day instead of the traditional 
three days and they should 
not be extravagant 

The dowry was set at a 
maximum $5,450 and com- 
pensation for divorced wives 
at $8,175. 

The decision culminated a 
drive spearheaded by Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ben Sul- 
tan AJ Nahayan to persuade 
parents to accept small 
dowries to encourage nation- 
al men to marry compatriots 
and curb mixed marriages. 



SHEIKH YASSIN'S GRANDSON: Sheikh Ahmed Yassin's grandson cries as he 
holds a picture of his grandfather during a protest staged at the Red Cross in the 
Gaza Strip early Wednesday calling on Israel to return Sheikh Yassin back to Gaza. 
Later in the day, Israel said Sheikh Yassin was free to return home any time he 
wanted, noting that the ailing Hamas founder was sent to Jordan for medical treat- 
ment (Reuters photo) 


Court suspends implementation of 
public transport licensing regulations 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 
Supreme Court Monday 
suspended new licensing 
regulations for public 
transportation issued last 
month by the Ministry of 
Interior, after taxi owners 
filed a lawsuit against the 
minister of interior con- 
tending that the new regu- 
lations would cost them 
heavy financial losses, 
their attorney, Zuhair Abu 
Ragheb. said. 

Mr. Abu Ragheb, who 
filed a law suit 22 days 
ago on behalf of the Taxi 
Owners Union who are 
demanding the cancella- 
tion. of die new proce- 
dures. said the Supreme 
Court, headed by Judge 
Farouq Kilani, decided to 
halt the implementations 
of the new licensing regu- 
lations “until the court 
reviews the case.” 

“I am optimistic about 
Tuesday’s Supreme 


Court's decision, and I 
believe it is an indication 
that we will won the case, 
because it is a case of 
more than 100,000 citi- 
zens who will be harmed 
by the new regulations." 
Mr. Abu Ragheb said. 

The new licensing pro- 
cedures prohibits taxi 
owners from selling their 
cars as public vehicles, a 
regulation which enraged 
most taxi owners who 
claimed that this will 
depreciate the value of 
their vehicles, and 
prompted them to file a 
case against the Interior 
Minister Nathir Rashid. 

Government officials 
have insisted that the new 
regulations will not affect 
the already operating 
taxis, “but rather it is a 
step to modernise the 
transportation industry in 
Jordan to meet the expect- 
ed increase in number of 
tourists who will visit the 
region within the next 
three years." 


Other regulations stipu- 
late a requirement of JD 1 
million capital for the 
establishment of an office 
in Amman with 75 cars 
operating. In other cities, 
the financial obligation 
and the number of operat- 
ing vehicles is less. 

The government has 
offered current taxi own- 
ers the alternative to 
merge with new taxi com- 
panies established with a 
JD1 million capital. 

The officials said these 
new regulations will 
increase employment 
opportunities in Jordan 
and create competition 
with the public trans- 
portation sector in onier 
to improve the transporta- 
tion service as a whole. 

Mr. Abu Ragheb told the- 
Jordan Times that the 
Supreme Court will start 
reviewing the case, and 
“will issue a decision 
within the next three 
months.” 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
14:10—.New Kids on the Block 

1 WO My Unle Fairy Tale 

15:00 America's Funniest People 

1 5 JO He Shoots He Scores 

HfeOO _ I Love Lucy 

16 JOThe Boy From Andromeda 

17:00 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 -French Progararaes 

19 JO News Headlines 

19J5 — ..... — .Trivial Pursiut 

20*>0 Parenthood 

20J0 Lois and Clark — Super- 
man 

21:10 — Oprah Winfrey Show 

22:00 News in English 

22J0 — — Feature Film 

23:59 _ EndofTX 
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11:25 


14:48 


17:25 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

Si. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 657440. 

Dfi b Salle Church TeL 661757. 


Terra San eta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Cathofic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

.Amman International Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 82432S. 

German-speaking Evan gelical 
Congregation Tel. 6SS404 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures tend to rise 
slightly but remaining below 
average by about four degrees 
centigrade. Clouds will appear 
at different altitudes with 
winds northwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Amm an 13/25 

Aqaba 20/32 

Deserts 11/27 

Jordan Valley 21/33 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 22. Aqaba 29 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 51 per 
cent. Aqaba 48 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Yabya Abdul Rahim — 73(072 
Dt Naser Ibrahim — 830432 

Dn MjQaddmi 893542 

Dc Bahja* Bader 832642 

Firas pharmacy —,—.6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Nalroukh pharmacy -..623672 
Al Salam pharmacy —636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy -.637660 

Najib pharmacy —847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. GhaziTa’amnefa 250080 

Al Qnds pharmary (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dt WafidNabhan —..995743 
KhafiTeh pharmacy 9S5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .....637 1 1 1 


Civil Defence Department 
661111 


Qv3 Defence Imrntxfiate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Thiffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints , — 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs 623101 

AbdaH Telephone Repairs 

-661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority — 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

... 815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IdtL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Kl ialjdi Maternity, —644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, —642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman — 636 140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 60707] 

Shmeisani Hospital <569131 

University Hospital —.845845 
AJ-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666126/37 

AJ-AhK,Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Ai-Mnhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

Hie Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery -865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

„ (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Efikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

! (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 


Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified 
Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250), 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08HW - Sanaa (RJ) 

0&45 New Delhi (RJj 

0W)5 Bombay (RJ) 

09:05 —Dhahran Riyadh (RJ) 

09 JO . — Bahrain (RJ) 

09:25 Beirut (RJ) 

09:40 .Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

l(h00 -Colomho(RJ) 

14:15., ...Kuwait (RJ) 

14:55 .New York. Amsterdam (RJ ) 

16:05 — — Moscow (RJj 

16 JO — London (RJ) 

18:10 — - Athens (RJ) 

18J0 —Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ ) 
19J0 Abu Dhabi. Al ’Ain (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07:50 — Medan (EK) 


12:00 Riyadh (SV) 

12:55 .Doha (GF) 

13 JO _...AJ ’Arish (PF) 

13:40 ShariqahiAHi 

15:00 —Home t AZ) 

18:00 — Dubai fEK) 

18 JO .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:00 Cairo (MS) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

23 JO ..Amsiendam. Beiruti KL) 

04:40 .. -London (BA) 

08:00 Dubai (EK) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

09J0 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17 JO .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18 JO Amman ('QAlA)iRW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22 JO Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

OS: 45 - Beirut (RJ) 

0&20 Moscow (RJ) 

0&40 Kuwaii (add)iRj) 

10J5 ..Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

10:45 Aqaba. Paris (RJj 

11:10 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

11:20 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

12:00 Amsterdam, Montreal. 
Toronto iRJ) 

12:20 - Athens (RJ) 


12:25 London (RJ) 

16:00 Paris (add) (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 


20:20 -..JLamaca (RJ; 

20:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 ...Abu Dhabi, Doha (RJ) 
23:10 Lnmpor (RD 

23:30 . Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:00 _Arhens(OA) 

05:15 

kranhuftTK) 

07:45 

-.Beirut (ME) 

08:10 

London (BA.) 

09:00 

Amsterdam (GA) 

13 JO.. 

.... Riyadh (SVl 

13:45 

..Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

14J0 

Annaba (Algeria) (A® 

I4J0 

Al ’Arish (add) tW 

16:00. 

Jtome(AZ) 

19:00 

...Damascus, Dubai (EK) 

20:10 

Tel Aviv (UO 

21:00 

Cairo (MS) 

01 JO 

-^Amsterdam (KU 

07:45 

Beaut (ME) 


09:00 

09:25 

Royal Wings 
(For Thursday and Fndaj) 
06:45 Amman! 

08:15 

09:30 .-.Amman (QAIA) ^ 
16:45 Amman (Maria 
(RW) 

17:55 
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Home News 


Queen Noor inaugurates 
Catalan masters exhibition, 
meets with UNICEF director 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Wednesday inaugurated the 
“Aura Medite crania” group 
exhibition by Catalan mas- 
ters of the 20th century at the 
Jordan National Gallery of 
Fine Arts, according to a 
press release Wednesday. 

The exhibition is organised 
by the Royal Society of Free 
Arts, of which Queen Noor 
is patron, in cooperation with 
Generali tat De Catalunya, 
Institut Catala De La 
Medftenania, Institute Cer- 
vantes, and Agenda 
Espanola De Cooperation 
International, the statement 
continued. 

Catalonia, a region of 
Spain comprising the four 
provinces of Barcelona, 
Gerona, Leri da, and Tarrago- 
na, is the richest and most 
industrialised pan of the 
country. Prominent Catalan 
artists, whose work is fea- 
tured in the exhibition, 
include Antoni Gaudi, Pablo 
Picasso, Salvador Dali, and 
Joan Miro, the statement 
read. 

The Catalan masters exhi- 
bition which will be held 
until Ocl 2S, is the first of its 
kind to bring the collective 
Catalonian achievement to 
the Middle East and Jordan 
in particular, the statement 
continued. 

Queen Noor was received 
by President of the Royal 
Society of Free Arts HRH 
Princess Wljdan Ali, Deputy 
Minister of Culture and Min- 
ister of Social Development 
Mohammad Mamser. Cata- 
lan Minister of Social Wel- 
fare Antoni Comas, and pres- 
idents and directors of the 
sponsoring institutes, as well 


as high ranking Catalan offi- 
cials, the statement conclud- 
ed. 

Also Wednesday, Queen 
Noor met with UNICEF 
Executive Director Carol 
Bellamy, who is on a two- 
day working visit to Jordan, 
according to a press release. 

Queen Noor and Mrs. Bel- 
lamy discussed UNICEF and 
the National Task Force for 
Children (NTPC) and the 
Noor A! Hussein Foundation 
(NHF). Queen Noor com- 
mended the work of the 
UNICEF regional office in 
Amman and particularly the 
efforts of Dorrit Alopaeus 
Stahl, who will be leaving 
UNICEF for her new post in 
Rome, the statement contin- 
ued. - 

The Queen, who chairs the 
NTFC, emphasised the 
importance of ONICEFs 
role in providing technical 
and financial assistance for 
establishing the NTFC and in 
assisting the task force’s 
multi-disciplinary committee 
in reviewing and developing 
the Draft Children’s Act, 
according to the announce- 
ment. 

Mrs. Bellamy said the chil- 
dren's act “is vital in protect- 
ing and promoting children’s 
rights in Jordan” and high- 
lighted “the vital role that the 
NTFC is playing in encour- 
aging its adoption and imple- 
mentation.” the announce- 
ment read. 

The NTFC has also con- 
tributed to the development 
of the upcoming pro- 
grammes of cooperation 
between UNICEF and Jor- 
dan for the years 1998-2002, 
during which the two organi- 
sations will continue to 


Prince Mohammad 
celebrates 57th birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad Ben Taial, the 
personal representative of 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, celebrates his 57th 
birthday today. 

Born in Amman on Oct. 
2, 1940 Prince Moham- 
mad was educated at the 
Islamic College in Amman 
and pursued higher studies 
in Switzerland and 
Britain. Subsequently, he 
studied at the military col- 
lege in Baghdad between 
1956 and 1957. after 
which he joined the Spe- 
cial Royal Guard before 
becoming the King's mili- 
tary aide. 

Prince Mohammad was 
president of both the Jor- 
danian Tribal Chiefs 
Council in 1971 and the 
Higher Tourism Council in 
1972, and currently directs 
the Jordanian Shooting 
Federation, the Royal 
Shooting Club and the Jor- 
dan Chess Federation. 



Prince Mohammad mar- 
ried Princess Taghrid in 
1981. 

Both his sons are in the 
service of His Majesty 
King Hussein; HRH 


Prince Taial is the King’s 
military secretary and 
director of the National 
Security Council, and 

HRH Prince Ghazi is the 
King’s cultural secretary. 
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Crown Prince calls for regional 
cooperation in water, energy issues 


launch joint programmes and 
projects to advocate ynd t rain 
for children’s rights, the 
statement said. 

The NTFC will coordinate, 
collaborate with, and bring 
together existing institutions 
working in the field of child 
welfare through the estab- 
lishment of the National 
Coalition for Children, 
whose membership will be 
voluntary and will involve 
registering with the NTFC 
through its research and 
database centre for children. 
It wiU compile comprehen- 
sive research in cooperation 
with UNICEF to highlight 
children’s unmet needs and 
rights and disseminate data 
to all concerned institutions, 
according to the statement 

The Queen and Ms. Bel- 
lamy also discussed the 
progress of the cooperation 
between the Niff and 
UNICEF in the field of child 
well-being and participation 
in areas of education, culture, 
and health. These include 
UNICEFs and NHFs Insti- 
tute for Child Health and 
Development’s support of 
primary health care training 
for Ministry of Health med- 
ical professionals, with 
increasing emphasis on the 
prevention and early detec- 
tion of childhood disabilities, 
the statement continued. 

According to Mrs. S tahl. 
UNICEF “regards NHFs 
Theatre in Education pro- 
gramme as an important tool 
in involving children in 
issues of importance to their 
own development and in 
their acquisition of health 
life-skills,” the statement 
concluded. 


ISTANBUL (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has called for 
regional cooperation to deal 
with water, energy, and envi- 
ronmental issues, stressing 
that water can be a catalyst 
for encouraging such cooper- 
ation rather than serving as a 
source of contention and con- 
flict 

In an address delivered on 
his behalf by Minister of 


Water and Irrigation Muntber 
Haddadin, the Crown Prince 
suggested that a committee 
representing the concerned 
countries be formed to deal 
with this issue and cited the 
Euphrates River as a subject 
to be tackled, as its waters are 
of paramount importance to 
Iraq, Syria, and Turkey. 

In his address, which was 
delivered to an international 
conference on financing 


water projects held in Istan- 
bul, Prince Hassan said it was 
important for the concerned 
nations to conclude agree- 
ments on sharing the interna- 
tional rivers passing through 
their territories. 

Such agreements could 
include means of protecting 
the water quality and suggest 
appropriate methods that 
safeguard the interests of all 
parties, he added. 


Stressing the interconnec- 
tion between water and ener- 
gy, Prince Hassan said these 
two resources have strategic 
importance at the national, 
regional, and international 
levels. 

Pointing out the need for 
the availability of water 
resources to ensure food pro- 
duction at a reasonable cost, 
the Crown Prince said water, 
apart from being an econom- 


ic commodity, has social 
economic, environmental 
and political dimensions. 

He said the beginning of 
civilisation was linked to 
farming, especially in the 
Nile Valley and 
Mesopotamia, adding that 
throughout history the 
strength of a nation hinged on 
irrigation projects and farm- 
ing- 


Opposition parties to enlist support of 
professional associations for protest rally 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Opposition par- 
ties said yesterday they will 
enlist the support of profes- 
sional associations to hold a 
rally in protest of the govern- 
ment’s decision last week to 
suspend publication of 13 
weekly newspapers after being 
. refused permission to assemble 
i at the Professional Associa- 
i dons Complex yesterday. 

A member of the Higher 
I Committee for Coordination 
Among Opposition Parties told 
the Jordan Times that the par- 
! ties, which were denied per- 
mission to hold the rally, would 
be asking die professional 
associations to host the event 

The committee member said 
opposition parties had aban- 

Jordan, 
Japan 
waive visa 


fees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Japan, have agreed to waive fees 
for all types of entry visa to their 
countries by the nationals of the 
other side, effective Oct 1, 
according to a Japanese 

embassy press release Wednes- 
day. 

It is aimed to help personal 
exchange and to enhance the 
already friendly relation 

between die two countries, the 
statement continued. 

This arrangement was first 
proposed by die government of 
Ionian when HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan made an official 
visit to Japan in 1995, on the 
occasion of Jordan Week in 
Japan, according to the press 
release. The subsequent com- 
munication by Foreign Minister 
Yukihiko Breda when he visited 
Jordan in 1996 paved the way 
to the {resent arrangement, the 
statement read. 

For Japan, Jordan is Ate first 
Arab nation to have this mutual 
waiver. Japanese Ambassador 
Takayuki Kimura stated “it is 
another manifestation of the 
close ties which exist between 
the two countries. We hope this 
arrangement will facilitate Jor- 
danian visitors to Japan and will 
also lead to mere Japanese visi- 
tors to Jordan," the statement 
concluded- 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


CONCERT 

* Performance by the New 
Londonbeat at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre parking lot on Fri- 
day at 7:00 p.in. 


* “Los Gozos y Las Som- 
bras" (pans I and ITj at Institu- 
te Cervantes, Jabal Amman on 
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

DARATALFUNUN SUM- 
MER *97 FESTIVAL 

THURSDAY ACTIVITIES: 

* Film entitled “Chiltida” at 
6:00 p.m. 

* Graphics by Rata Nasiri of 
Iraq, Ziad Dalloul of Syria, 
and Najia Mehadji at the 
South Hall. 

* Paintings by Jordanian 
artist Mohammad Qailoka at 
the Middle HaiL 

* Sculpture, drawings, and 
paintings by Jordanian artisL 
Rajwa Ali. 

* Works by contemporary 

Arab artists at the Blue House. 


* Paintings by children of 
Zarqa reflecting on the prob- 
lem of pollution at the Byzan- 
tine church. 

EXHIBITIONS ! 

* Exhibition of Catalan mas- 
ters of the 20th century enti- 
tled "Aura Mediterrania” at 
the Jordan National Gallery of 
Fine Arts, until Oct. 28 (except 
Tuesdays). 

* Quilt exhibition “Piecing 
It Together" by Ms. Virginia 
Harris at the American Centre, 
Abdoun. until Ocl 20. 

* Paintings by Fatima EJ- 
Heloii at Institute Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman, until Oct. 4. 

* 'The Projects of the 
Essence: Aspects of Italian 
Painting in the 90s" at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, until 
Ocl 2. 

* Works by Khlief Mah- 
moud Khlief at Hamourabi An 
Gallerv. Gardens StreeL until 
Ocl 2"i T el. 553609S). 

* Paintings by Palestinian 
artists entitled “Palestine the 
Reality and the Dream” at the 
Jordan National Gallery of 
Fine Arts, until Ocl 2 (except 

Tuesdays). 


Holy See to open 
permanent mission 
in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Holy See has decided to 
open a permanent mission 
in Amman, which will be 
located in Abdoun and 
entrusted to a resident 
Charge d* Affaires. Rev- 
erend Monsignor 

Dominique Rdzeau, who 
arrived here Sept. 22 and 
will live in Amman, 
according to a press 
release Wednesday. 

After the establishment 
of diplomatic relations 
between the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan and 
the Holy See in 1994, 
Archbishop Giuseppe 
Lazzarotio was appointed 
Apostolic Nuncio to Jor- 
dan and officially accred- 
ited to His Majesty King 
Hussein April 10, 1995, 
having his permanent res- 
idence in Baghdad, where 
he also represents Pope 
John Paul n, the state- 
ment continued. 


Archbishop Lazzaro tto, 
Apostolic Nuncio to Jor- 
dan, remains the head of 
the Apostolic Nunciature 
in Jordan, the statement 
read. 

Msgr. Rezeau has been a 
member of the Diplomat- 
ic Service of the Holy See 
since 1980 and has served 
in Peru, Zaire, Switzer- 
land, the Antilles, Colom- 
bia, and the Do mini can 
Republic, the statement 
continued. 

He is coining now from 
Washington, where he 
was Counsellor to the 
Apostolic Nunciature in 
the U.S. Msgr. Rdzeau is 
Prelate of Honour of His 
Holiness, Doctor in 
Canon Law, and a gradu- 
ate from the Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy in 
Rome, the statement con- 
cluded. 


doned the idea of hosting the 
gathering at another venue. 

“It wouldn’t be possible. We 
take it for granted that we 
would be refused permission 
another time, and the govern- 
ment has taken it for granted 
that we can’t find another way 
to do it,” he said. 

Amman Governor Telat 
Nawaysheh Tuesday refused to 
grant permission to the opposi- 
tion parties to stage the event at 
the Professional Associations 
Complex in Shroeisani, on the 
grounds that such would be in 
violation of the Political Parties 
Law. 

Article 14 of the parties Jaw 
states that “the use of premises, 
instrumentalities, and assets of 
associations, charitable organi- 
sations, and dubs, for the ben- 
efit of any partisan organisa- 


tion, shall be prohibited.'’ 

Opposition parties and pro- 
fessional associations have 
been openly and adamantly 
critical of the government s 
recent “aggression against the 
press and freedom of expres- 
sion,” and have been trying, 
since the introduction in May 
of amendments to the 1993 
Press and Publications Law, to 
consolidate public opinion 
against the amendments. 

President of the Jordan Den- 
tists Association Sa’id Abu 
Maizar said the council of 
associations’ presidents has not 
yet been approached by oppo- 
sition parties, but said that the 
associations would view such a 
request favourably. 

“The Jordan Press Associa- 
tion is one of our [own ranks], 
and we are definitely behind 


the journalists on this issue, so 
if the opposition and the jour- 
nalists asked, we would most 
likely support their request” he 
said. 

Meanwhile, a prominent 
lawyer yesterday said the 
Higher Court's refusal Tuesday 
to issue an injunction against 
tfie government to stop the sus- 
pension of the 1 3 weeklies was 
not indicative of any future rul- 
ing by the court on (be week- 
lies’ case against the govern- 
ment 

The 13 weeklies filed a sec- 
ond case Monday against the 
government at the Higher 
Court of Justice to revoke the 
government's decision on the 
grounds that it “exceeded the 
spirit of the amendments” pre- 
scribed in the law. In it, they 
also included a request dial die 


court order the government to 
lift the suspension until it ruled 
on the case. 

Lawyer Hanna Neddeh said 
the government order “has a 
presumption of legality” unless 
the case meets two criteria: the 
case has “merits on its face” or 
unless “the results of such an 
order would be irreversible’’ 
before die court had a chance 
to rule (Mi any case filed against 
the government’s order. 

“An [injunction] is not some- 
thing the court can easily give, 
but this also is no indication of 
any future ruling [on the week- 
lies’ case],” he said. The court 
could have as easily issued [an 
order to stop the suspension] 
and then refused to bear die 


Court sets date to hear case of man accused 
of ‘honour’ killing of wife, four children 


By Sana Husseini 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Wednesday set Ocl 7. 
as the date to begin hearing 
the case of a 4Dtyear old man 
who last May shot and killed 
his wife and four of his chil- 
dren, judicial sources said. 

Awad Mohammad report- 
edly opened fire on his fami- 
ly shortly after midnight on 
May 13, killing his 35-year 
old wife, Samar Salah, and 
his children Ahmad, seven, 
Basma. six, Sahar, (me, and 
Ib rahim, four m onths . 

Mr. Mohammad was quot- 
ed by officials as claiming to 
have killed his wife and chil- 
dren “to cleanse his family’s 


honour” 

According to the prosecu- 
tor charge sheet, the suspect, 
who was married in 1987 
and resided in several cities 
and countries, became suspi- 
cious of his wife’s conduct 
five years after their mar- 
riage. 

The charge sheet stated that 
in mid- 1996, Mr. Moham- 
mad started plotting to kill 
his wife and children, who he 
believed were not his. and 
bought a gun for that pur- 
pose. 

At around midnight on 
May 12, the defendant 
locked his house doors, 
brought a gun and opened 
fire at his wife and six chil- 
dren. 


Meanwhile, the Criminal 
Court last week heard three 
witnesses in the case of a 34- 
year old father accused of 
killing his two children in die 
Shmeisarii area in September 
of last year. 

- Mazen ’Masri reportedly 
confessed to authorities last 
September that he poisoned 
his two children, Hanin. 
nine, and Hani. six, by 
administering two cyanide 
pills on the morning of Sept 
11 . 

However, four month later 
Mr. Masri retracted his con- 
fessions, claiming in court 
that he fabricated his state- 
ments to avert psychological 
pressure exerted on him by 
investigators. 


The three witnesses, all 
criminal lab experts, clarified 
the error in the percentage of 
cyanide detected in the chil- 
dren’s blood. . 

Earlier lab reports indicat- 
ed finding between’ 60(3 to 
650 milligrammes per litre. 
In last week's court session, 
the witnesses testified that 
there was a miscalculation, 
and thar the cyanide amount 
detected in die children’s 
blood was 60 to 65 mil- 
ligrammes per litre. 

The court adjourned the 
case to Oct 13 to hear two 
more lab experts. 


Dialogue examines women candidates’ 
platforms for upcoming elections 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Four women 
candidates who are expect- 
ed to run in the Amman 
goveraorate in the Nov. 4 
elections Tuesday stated 
that they will focus oa 
strengthening and institu- 
tionalising democracy and 
tackling the poverty prob- 
lem during their cam- 
paigns. 

During an open dialogue 
entitled “Opinions About 
Elections” that was held at 
the Business and Profes- 
sional Women's Club 
(BPWC), Layla Faisal, 
who is running In the Fifth 
District, said her priority is 
to institutionalise a genuine 
democracy, which has been 
absent for the past 30 
years. 

“This has resulted in the 
deteriorating economic and 
social situation and the 
unfair distribution of 
wealth among people, and 
has pushed thousands of 
people below the poverty 
line ” Ms. Faisal, 50, told 
the audience. 

“We have to work to 
strengthen the concept of 
democracy, because I 
believe it is the only solu- 
tion,” added Ms. Faisal, 
who described herself as an 
opposition candidate. 

Ms. Faisal criticised the 
recent decision by the gov- 
ernment to allow foreign- 
ers to own land in the 
country and to privatise 
companies, describing it as 
benefiting foreign 

investors, while “our peo- 
ple pay the price.” 


“T will demand a national 
economic reform, which 
must be implemented by 
Jordanian economists in 
order to protect our econo- 
my/' Ms. Faisal, who is 
competing with seven 
other candidates, including 
two women, asserted. 

Imily Nafaa’, who is run- 
ning in the Third District, 
also as an opposition can- 
didate, and has been politi- 
cally active for the past 42 
years, echoed Ms. Faisal’s 
concerns, stating that cor- 
ruption has spread. 

“That is, why I want to 
run for Parliament, to call 
for an economic reform to 
try to solve the crisis our 
country is going through,” 
Ms. Nafaa’ said. 

She also stated that she 
will call for amending 
many of the laws that dis- 
criminate against women 
and will focus on youth 
issues and demands. 

Fandous Masri, a reporter 
on women’s and social 
issues at the Arabic daily 
A1 Aswaq, said her main 
goal will be attempting to 
solve the poverty problem. 

“I am speaking for the 
nation and not only for 
women. During my 20 
years experience as a jour- 
nalist, I entered the social 
field by writing about and 
solving people's prob- 
lems,” Ms. Masri said. 

Ms. Masri announced she 
will call for activating the 
middle class, which she 
said is slowly dissolving 

“There is an widening 
gap between the rich and 
the poor and it is slowly 
eliminating the middle 


class, which is the base of 
our community,” Ms. 
Masri added. 

Candidate Aysheh 

Razem. who is running in 
the First District, said she 
will concentrate on chil- 
dren’s and women's rights 
and reforming the educa- 
tional system. 

“I know that we cannot 
solve all these problems, 
but we have to stand in the 
face of the wrong and try to 
implement the right 
things," Ms. Razem said. 

Around 30 women from 
various goveraorates in the 
Kingdom so far have 
announced their intention 
to run in the upcoming 
elections, but only 12 have 
confirmed. 

In 1993. only three 
women ran for the 80 -seat 
Lower House, and only one 
woman, Toujan Faisal, was 
elected, to secure the Cir- 


cassian seat in the Third 
DistricL 

The low number of 
women candidates in 1993 
was influenced by the dis- 
appointing results of the 12 
women who ran in the 
1989 elections, all of 
whom failed to win a seat. 

BPWC President Hind 
Abdul Jabar outlined the 
club’s priorities in this 
campaign, which include 
“increasing women’s par- 
ticipation in political life.” 

“We have organised eight 
lectures in different parts 
11 of the Kingdom, for both 
- women candidates and vot- 
ers. to raise their awareness 
about the importance of 
participating in the upcom- 
ing elections,” Ms. Abdul 
Jabar said. 

The two-hour lecture was 
organised by the BPWC, 
the European Union, and 
the Canadian embassy. 
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4 World News 


Indonesian minister admits 


responsibility as forest fires spread 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Forest 
fires spread out of control in 
Indonesia Wednesday as the 
country's forestry minister 
admitted responsibility for 
the Asian environmental 
disaster and its residents 
launched a damage suiL 

The fires, many of which 
have been going on for 
months on the islands of 
Sumatra and Borneo to 
clear land for plantations, 
have cast a pall of poiso- 
nous smog affecting avia- 
tion and millions of people 
across South East Asia. 

Thick smoke has appeared 
in several areas in the 
mountains of Sumbing, 
Lawu and Gedongsongo on 
the island of Java, the offi- 
cial Antara news agency 
said. 

It said Indonesia's forestry 
minister, Jamaluddin Suryo- 
hadikusumo, admitted 
responsibility for the infer- 
no which experts say now 
covered up to 800,000 
hectares. 

Mr. Jamaluddin an- 
nounced he was "ready to 
accept whatever decision 
from the head of state as an 
accountability for this) 
duties." it added. 

However, a person close 
to the minister told AFP that 
Mr. Jamaluddin was in any 


case due to take a one- 
month leave for medical 
treatment in Europe. 

The source said Mr. 
Jamaluddin has been well- 
regarded for his efforts to 
protect the country's forests 
and that it appeared that he 
was being set up as a conve- 
nient scapegoat. 

Several mostly Muslim 
non-govemmentaJ organisa- 
tions have filed a suit in a 
court in the Sumatran city 
of Medan against the 
Association of Indonesian 
Forestry Firms, Antara 
reported. 

The court action seeks 
' compensation of 2.5 trillion 
■ rupiah ($7.5 billion). 

Meanwhile, the govern- 
ment announced the arrest 
of 20 farmers for using 
slash and bum cultivation 
methods in the East 
Kalimantan province of 
Borneo. They face lengthy 
prison terras if convicted. 

A researcher monitoring 
the rainforest disaster 
charged that some of the 
newer Fires which broke out 
in the past two weeks were 
deliberately lit by displaced 
residents as a form of 
“revenge” against the gov- 
ernment's inter-island reset- 
tlement policy. 

The policy involves clear- 


Amnesty slams Asian 
governments for 
treatment of refugees 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Amnesty International 
Wednesday slammed gov- 
ernments in Asia and other 
parts of the world for their 
treatment of the growing 
number of refugees fleeing 
oppression across the 
regidn: 

Serious human rights 
abuses across the Asia- 
Pacific region had forced at 
least 1.8 million people to 
escape their country and 
left another 1.7 million 
internally displaced, the 
London-based watchdog 
said in a report received 
here. 

“An arc of refugee crises 
has emerged across the 
heart of Asia — stretching 
from Nepal, through north- 
eastern India. the 
Chittagong hill tracts of 
Bangladesh and across into 
Myanmar (Burma) and 
Thailand." Amnesty said. 

"The vast majority of 
these people are women 
and children fleeing tor- 
ture. ‘disappearances.’ 
political killings and arbi- 
trary arrest." 

Amnesty accused gov- 
ernments of revising asy- 
lum to refugees fleeing 
persecution and often 
pushing asylum seekers 


back to face danger. 

Most Asian states had not 
signed the U.N. convention 
on refugees and there was 
no regional body that had 
established a mechanism to 
protect the rights of the dis- 
placed. as is the case in 
Arab and African regions, 
the report said. 

“Refugees seeking asy- 
lum in richer Asian coun- 
tries face procedures that 
can be bewilderingly com- 
plex and unsatisfactory, 
where they have no access 
to independent advice or 
representation, and no real 
prospect of exercising their 
right of appeal,” Amnesty 
said. 

Amnesty urged regional 
governments to ratify the 
U.N. convention on 
refugees and not repatriate 
displaced people if they 
faced danger, while calling 
for the U.N. refugee 
agency and relief organisa- 
tions to be allowed to pro- 
vide aid. 

Developed nations were 
also criticised for harsh 
treatment of asylum-seek- 
ers and of introducing 
restrictive legislation and 
visa requirements to 
obstruct refugees finding 
sanctuary. 


Dental records of missing 
American hostage ‘handed 
to Kashmir police’ 


ing land as new sites for 
people relocated from the 
heavily populated island of 
Java and Bali. 

“A lot of these Fires have 
been set this way,” the 
researcher, who asked not to 
be named, told AFP. 

The Jakarta newspaper 
Kompas quoted Mr. 
Jamaluddin as saying that 
he had constantly run into 
difficulties preserving the 
forests amid “pressure to 
allow forest areas to be con- 
verted into plantations.” 

Slash and bum operations 
by timber companies com- 
bined with Indonesia's 
worst drought in half a cen- 
tury have been blamed for 
the devastating fires. 

Indonesian reports said 
six people have (bed and 
nearly 40,000 others treated 
for respiratory and skin 
problems linked to the 
smog. 

The U.N. Humanitarian 
Affairs Department warned 
in a report received here 
Wednesday that the coun- 
try's rain forests were burn- 
ing “out of control" despite 
widescale firefighting oper- 
ations, and that unless 
heavy rain arrived soon, 
"the fires could bum for a 
long period.” 

The fires, which have also 


hit national parks like the 
one near the tourist island of 
Bali, are threatening one of 
the world's most diverse 
collections of wildlife. 

A tiger in a smog-hit 
region of Sumatra mauled 
to death a farmer working 
near a forest last week, 
Antara said Wednesday in 
the third such death from 
tiger attacks in the island 
since June. 

The U.N. report said “it 
was now unlikely” that cur- 
rent firefighting operations, 
which also include more 
than 1,000 Malaysian fire- 
men. would have any 
"marked effect” on putting 
out blazes which were 
“causing heavy air pollu- 
tion" in six countries. 

Mr. Jamaluddin threat- 
ened to revoke the operating 
licences of 176 mainly plan- 
tation companies which 
faded to meet an Ocl 1 
deadline to submit a written 
report on why they should 
not be prosecuted for burn- 
ing forests. 

“Only 20 (companies) 
have opposed the accusa- 
tion, but they have not sub- 
mitted opposition in official 
reports,” Antara quoted him 
as saying. 


Cambodian resistance 
‘shocked’ at Hun Sen’s 
‘flip’ attitude at U.N. 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia's resistance 
movement now battling the 
Phnom Penh government 
said Wednesday it was 
“shocked and concerned” 
that strongman Hun Sen 
was not taking their calls 
for peace seriously. 

The four-party resistance 
which backs deposed co- 
premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh said it was dis- 
mayed that Mr. Hun Sen, 
now at the United Nations, 
told reporters he was unin- 
terested in peace talks with 
the prince. 

“His flip answer that he 
had nothing to say since 
Ranariddh didn't bother to 
say good-bye before he left 
the country, is a reflection 
of the lack of seriousness 
(Hun Sen) accords to the 
crisis," the Union of 
Cambodian Democrats 
(UCD) said in a statement 
faxed from their Bangkok 
headquarters. 

“The Union of 
Cambodian Democrats 
does not consider the 
restoration of freedom and 
democracy in Cambodia a 
laughing matter,” the state- 
ment said. 

“We have long believed 
that the people of 
Cambodia, under the stran- 
glehold of Mr. Han Sen, 
are turning to us to bring 
about a peaceful resolution 
to the nightmare that began 
at the beginning of July 
with a bloody coup." 

Mr. Hun Sen, 
Cambodia's powerful sec- 
ond prime minister, is in 


New York seeking interna- 
tional recognition for his 
new government which 
effectively seized full 
power in Cambodia after 
fierce fighting on July 5 
and 6. 

The U.N. has decided to 
keep Cambodia's seat at 
the 52nd General Assembly 
session vacant as it is con- 
tested by Mr. Hun Sen and 
Prince Ranariddh whose 
calls for a ceasefire and 
peace talks have been 
rejected. 

Both men met U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan Tuesday and spoke 
to reporters afterwards. 

Asked whether he was 
prepared to meet Mr. Hun 
Sen while in New York, the 
prince replied that “he can 
call me. I am ready to talk 
with him." But Mr. Hun 
Sen, speaking through a 
translator to great laughter 
from onlookers, said: “I 
think I have no time to 
meet him (Prince 
Ranariddh), because when 
he left Phnom Penh he did- 
n’t say good-bye to me.” 
The prince left the capital 
unannounced the day 
before serious fighting 
began and has since said he 
was warned by his generals 
that Mr. Hun Sen was 
preparing a coup d’etat. 

Mr. Hun Sen, who was on 
holiday in Vietnam when 
the prince left, claims that 
far from attempting a coup 
d'ltat, he thwarted one 
being prepared by Prince 
Ranariddh and the Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla faction. 


SRINAGAR. India (AFP) 
— - Dental records of a 
missing American hostage 
kidnapped by Kashmiri 
separatists two years ago 
have been sent to the 
authorities following the 
discovery of an unidenti- 
fied body, police said 
Wednesday. 

A police source said he 
believed the records were 
handed over by Michael 
Podratsky, a diplomat from 
the United States embassy 
in New Delhi. 

The authorities plan to 
compare them with those 
of a body exhumed from a 
grave in Kashmir on Sept. 
25. Police suspect the body 
could belong to one of four 
Western hostages kid- 
napped in 1995. 

An U.S. embassy spokes- 
woman in Delhi declined to 
confirm whether Mr. 

Podratsky was in Kashmir 
in connection with the 
hostage crisis. 

American Donald 
Hutchings was abducted 
along with Britons Paul 
Wells and Keith Mangan 
and German Dirk Hasert in 


July 1995. 

A fifth hostage, 
Norwegian Hans Christian 
Osrro, 'was killed by his 
captors in August 1995. 
Another captive' American 
John Childs, managed to 
escape. 

Indian police said three 
forensic experts in 
Hyderabad were examining 
the remains. The dental 
records of the three other 
missing Westerners were 
also being requested, the 
source said. 

The police earlier said the 
body was of a Muslim mil- 
itant involved in the 1995 
kidnapping. 

A separatist group calied 
Al Faran has claimed 
responsibility for the kid- 
nappings and had demand- 
ed the release of some of 
their jailed colleagues 
before talks with the Indian 
authorities broke off. 

In June last year, police 
exhumed graves in south- 
ern Kashmir without suc- 
cess after an arrested Al 
Faran militant said the 
hostages had been killed in 
December 1995. 


Commission recommends 
dismantling INS 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A bipartisan commission 
has recommended disman- 
tling the Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service 
(INS) and have its respon- 
sibilities shared by the jus- 
tice, state and labour 
departments. 

“No one agency can do 
everything now expected of 
INS," said former 
Education Secretary 
Shirley Hufstedler. who 
headed the U.S. 
Commission on 

Immigration Reform creat- 
ed by Congress in 1990. 

The commission's report 
issued Tuesday, confirms 
the view of INS critics who 
believe that problems with 
illegal immigrants, huge 
backlogs and mismanage- 
ment can only be resolved 
by getting rid of the agency. 

President Bill Clinton, in 
a prepared statement was 


cautious over the commis- 
sion’s recommendation. 
“This proposal raises diffi- 
cult and complex issues, 
which need further consid- 
eration,” he said. 

But INS critics such as 
Kentucky's Republican 
Representative Harold 
Rogers have already 
ordered Attorney General 
Janet Reno to develop a 
plan that takes into account 
the commission’s recom- 
mendations. 

Under the proposal, the 
Justice Department would 
pursue illegal immigrants; 
the State Department 
would handle naturalisa- 
tion applications; the 
Labour Department would 
be in charge of workplace 
violations, while a new 
Agency for Immigration 
Review would oversee 
appeals or immigration 
proceedings. 



A series of satellite pictures received and processed by the National University of Singapore Centre for Remote 
Imaging, Sensing and Processing (CRISP) show that the Indonesian forest fires which have caused choking smog 
across Southeast Asia are no accident. The series of satellite pictures over a three month period near the town of 
Banjarmasin in Kalim antan State (see inset of location on top left picture) show how the healthy forest has been 
burnt away to clear land for plantations. Top left : June 6, 1997. picture showing the area almost ail covered in 
healthy forest Top right: July 29, 1997, picture shows plumes of smoke from the burning forest area. Bottom left: 
Aug. 7,1997, horning continues and the area is now shrouded in smoke. Bottom right: Sept 8, 1997, the amount of 
land cleared is revealed and smoke plumes can still be seen at left as clearing by fire continues (Reuter photo) 


Hunt for Indonesian 


air crash recorders intensifies 


MEDAN. Indonesia (AFP) 
— Investigators stepped up 
the search Tuesday for the 
black box recorders that 
hold vital clues to the cause 
of Indonesia’s worst plane 
disaster. 

The authorities have 
faced mounting pressure to 
find the recorders since last 
Friday’s crash, which 
killed all 234 passepgers 
and crew, as speculative 
reports have highlighted 
confusion between the 
pilot and the control tower. 

The plane also crashed 
near Medan while much of 
the region was enshrouded 
in smog caused by wide- 
spread forest fires in 
Indonesia. 

“We are trying to cut the 
big wing and hopefully we 
will find something under 
it” said Garuda Airline 
District Manager 

Mohammad Chanin. He 
added that the task was 
complicated by the remote- 
ness of the site and muddy 
conditions of the paddy- 
field where the Airbus 300 
crashed. 

“When moving the wing 
you have to cut the trees," 
he said, as the area experi- 
enced its first sunlight after 
being shrouded in thick 
smog for several weeks. 

“The situation is difficult 
because we cannot bring in 
heavy equipment and have 
had to bring more experts 
in," he added. 

The search for the “black 
box" flight voice and data 
recorders from the wreck- 
age of Garuda flight 152 
was being coordinated by 
Airbus Industrie officials, 
with help of Garuda and 
Indonesian government 
investigators and hundreds 
of soldiers. 

The plane crashed Friday 
in a jungle ravine 45 kilo- 
metres south of here. 

“Today we continue 
looking for the black box 
using a helicopter," Mr. ■ 
Chanin said. 

“From the helicopter 


maybe they can see the 
(pack of the flight,” he 
added, as army rangers and 
police teams sifted through 
the wreckage. 

Military search teams 
said they believed the 
plane hit a tree when flying 
along the Sibayak 
Mountain range in the 
heavy haze. 

The aircraft's left wing 
struck the tree and cata- 
pulted the Airbus around 
nearly 180 degrees before 
it smashed into a terraced 
paddy field and exploded 
in flames, they said. 


Debris was scattered 
across the field, with the 
twisted remains of the 
plane's tail section at one 
end and the nearly uniden- 
tifiable fuselage spread out 
over an area the size of a 
football field. 

Passengers belongings, 
including children's toys, 
were seen lodged among 
jagged metal and shattered 
chunks of the aircraft’s 
body. 

Search and rescue teams 
recovered most of the dev- 
astated remains of the 234 
victims by Saturday, 


although a few limbs were 
still being found, air force 
Lieutenant-Colonel B.S. 
Dandel said, adding “the 
most that we found were 
just pieces.” 

Forty-eight sets of 
unidentified remains were 
buried in a mass grave 
Monday. The unidentified 
or unclaimed remains of 13 
victims believed to be for- 
eigners had been removed 
from their coffins 
Wednesday. 

The foreigners were 
spared the mass burial, 
which was held to meet 
Islamic requirements for 
swift funerals, because it 
was assumed they were not 
Muslims and some had 
been identified but not 
claimed, officials said. 
However, the coffins in 
which their shattered 
remains had been, kept at 
the Adam Malik Hospital 
were empty Wednesday, 
except for some maggots. 

A doctor at the morgue 
declined to say where the 
remains had been taken 
and referred queries to a 
provincial official who 
could not be immediately 
contacted. There were at 
least 18 foreigners on the 
plane, including French. 
Australians, Japanese and 
Americans. The remains of 
other victims of Friday's 
crash were identified and 
claimed by families. 

There has been strong 
speculation the disaster 
was largely a result of the 
forest fire smoke that has 
blanketed South East Asia 
and reduced visibility at 
Medan Polonia Airport to 
400 metres on the day of 
the crash. 

A purported transcript of 
the last words exchanged 
between the pilot and air 
traffic controllers — whose 
source was unclear — indi- 
cated there may have Wen 
a serious misunderstanding 
over which way the aircraft 
should turn on to® 
approach to Medan. 


Unclaimed foreigners’ 
remains taken from coffins 

MEDAN, Indonesia (AFP) — Unidentified or unclaimed 
remains of “several” foreign victims of Indonesia's worst 
air disaster have been taken from their coffins to be stored 
in refrigerators because of their rapidly deteriorating con- 
dition, an official said here Wednesday. 

Forty-eight other victims were buried in a mass grave 
Monday. But the foreigners were spared the mass burial, 
which was held to meet Islamic requirements for swift 
funerals, because it was assumed they were not Muslims 
and some had been identified but not claimed, officials 
said. However, the 13 coffins in which their shattered 
remains had been kept at the Adam Malik Hospital were 
empty Wednesday, except for some maggots. The coffins 
had been covered with flies when an AFP reporter visited 
the hospital Monday. 

Garuda Airlines district Manager Mohammad Chanin 
said some of the remains of the 13 victims had been 
claimed by relatives while others had been removed from 
the coffins because of their deteriorating condition. 

“They had to put them in refrigerators at the hospital." 
he said. The remains of other vic tims of Friday's crash, in 
which a Garuda Airbus 300 slammed into a ravine 45 1 
kilometres south of here in thick smog killing all 234 on 1 
board, were identified and claimed by famili es The plane 
exploded in flames, badly mutilating and bunting the vic- 
tims. Most of them were identified by clothing'and jew- 
ellery they were wearing and their teeth and dental work. 
The remains were laid out in coffins in a car park at the 
hospital for relatives to search for their loved ones. 

There were ar least 18 foreigners on the plane, including 
French, Australians, Japanese and Americans. 

Among the 13 sets of remains spared the mass burial 
were believed to be those of Chao Fong-Hsu of Taiwan 
and Paul Sterk and Masao Serikawa. The nationalities of 
the last two could not be confirmed. The remains of 
Malaysian national Wang Jui Jang were waiting to be 
claimed by the Malaysian consulate, a hospital official 
said earlier. 


New AIDS drugs effective in only 53% of cases — study 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Protease inhibitors, the 
breakthrough medical ther- 
apy for people with HIV, 
are effective in controlling 
the virus that produces 
AIDS in only half the 
cases, a surprising new 
study says. 

The study of 136 HTV 
patients at San Francisco 
General Hospital’s AIDS 
Clinic showed that protease 
inhibitors taken for at least 
six months failed to stop 
the progress of HIV, which 
leads to the fatal and incur- 
able AIDS disease, in 53 
per cent of the cases. 

Clinical trials of protease 
inhibitors had a much lower 


failure rate of between 10 
and 20 per cent, note the 
study’s authors, who point 
out their research, conduct- 
ed between March 1996 
and March 1997, was set in 
the “real world” instead of 
controlled laboratory con- 
ditions. 

Chief researcher Dr. 
Steven Decks of the 
University of California at 
San Francisco attributed 
the high failure rate in his 
study to drug resistance 
built up by some patients 
from previous treatment 
programmes and to the 
inability of others to follow 
a complicated regimen of 
up to 26 tablets a day. 


Dr. Deeks told the 37th 
Interscience Conference on 
Antimicrobial Agents and 
Chemotherapy in Toronto. 
Canada, where the paper 
was presented this week, 
that he was not seeking to 
undermine the new AIDS 
drugs, which arrived on the 
market only last year. 

“I don’t want to take 
away from these protease 
inhibitors. They are 
absolutely powerful and 
dramatic drugs. It’s just that 
they are not perfect," Dr. 
Deeks said. 

Norm Robinson, execu- 
tive director of ARIS. a 
non-profit San Jose, 
California group that offers 


services to HIV-positive 
and AIDS patients, bob 
stered Dr. Deeks’ findings. 

“We're starting to se fi 
people who had been doing 
really well saying their 
numbers are starting to 
reverse. Undetectable viral 
loads are detectable aga^- 
Mr. Robinson said. 

Protease inhibitors were 
hailed as a near-miraculous 
treatment after the 
epidemic had raged W 
more than a dec**- 
Scientists said the dflUP] 
which limit the proW^ 
tion of the virus, wojno 
transform HIV inW.a 
long, treatable, disease a** 
diabetes or asthma- . 
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France 
would back 
free Quebec 
after 

referendum 


PARIS (R) — French 
Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin said Tuesday that 
Paris would support inde-. 
pendence for Quebec if 
the _ French-speaking 
Canadian province voted 
in a referendum to 
secede, but not before. 

“If the French govern- 
ment had to adopt a posi- 
tion. it would do so based 
on real events, and not 
according to events that 
have not yet occurred,” 
Mr. Jospin said in a joint 
news conference with 
Quebec Premier Lucien 
Bouchard. 

It was the two leaders’ 
first meeting since social- 
ist Mr. Jospin came to 
power in a June 1 parlia- 
mentary upset. 

Mr. Jospin's statements 
showed he was in line 
with conservative Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac, who 
said Monday that France 
would go along with any 
choice Quebec made 
democratically. 

"The president... said 
that we will accompany 
Quebec on the path ft 
chooses, and the French 
government thinks the 
same way." Mr. Jospin 
said. 

The Canadian govern- 
ment downplayed the 
statements Tuesday, 
while sending a veiled 
message to France to 
keep out of the issue. 

“I have discussed this 
problem many times with 
President Chirac, and he 
knows that this is a Cana- 
dian problem that will be 
solved by the Canadian 
people and not by the 
French government,” 
Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien said in Ottawa. 

Canada's National 
Unity minister. Siephane 
Dion, told reporters: “l 
(have) never heard the 
French government say 
that (ini any place in the 
world it would jump over 
the head of the govern- 
ment of the state to 


< ■ 
at : 


t ft 

recognise pan of the state 

H- - » 

as an independent coun- 


try.” 

»*'■*- • • 

He said Mr. Bouchard 

slv 

was putting the French 

«r.' 

government in a difficult 

* 

position by asking France 


to stand out against inter- 

- 

national practice. 

i-.r . 

Canadian Foreign 


Affairs Minister Lloyd 

•ft- 

Axwonhy said the Cana- 

. •.*. • 

dian government had not 


communicated with the 

i‘ 1 ‘ 

* • 

French government on 
the statements. 

Bui the government 

V 4 -’ . 

said it was happy with 


word Tuesday that France 


had decided to cancel its 

■ 

plans to issue a contro- 

• 

versial postage stamp 

w 

commemorating Presi- 

. 

dent Charles de Gaulle's 


fiery 1967 visit to Que- 
bec. 

7” • ■ 

Mr. Bouchard had said 


at the start of his Paris 

w ■ 

visit that "the spirit of 


General (Charles) de 


Gaulle will be hanging 

\ 

over” the trip. He was 


referring to the former 

Km' 

French president's cry of 


"Vive le Quebec fibre" 


(Long live free Quebec) 


made during an official 

* 

trip in 1%7. 

- 

The incident outraged 


the Canadian federal gov- 
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emment but inspired sep- 
aratists in Quebec. 

Perhaps with that in 
mind. Mr. Jospin reaf- 
firmed France's long- 
time policy on Quebec as 
one of "no interference, 
but no indifference” 
despile ihe strong bonds 
of friendship between 
Paris and the provincial 
capital. Quebec city. 

the Quebec separatists 
in October 1995 lost the 
last referendum on the 
province's sovereignty by 
a razor-thin margin. 

Mr. Bouchard has said 
he intends to hold a third 
referendum on the ques- 
tion but this could not 
take place until the 

province holds its next 
legislative election. 



A policeman holds leaflets explaining anti-pollution measures as he checks car licence 
plates in front of the Eiffel Tower. Only cars with licence plates on which the first 
group of numbers ends in an odd number can drive within the city following high lev- 
els of pollution in Paris (Reuter photo) 

Paris traffic clampdown cuts smog 

PARIS t AFP) — Unprece- 
dented ami-pollution mea- 
sures allowing only half of 
Parisian motorists on the 


roads cut traffic jams sig- 
nificant!) Wednesday, 
leading to an immediate 
reduction in smog levels, 
officials said. 

As trains and buses were 
also made free to combat a 
pollution surge, experts 
said levels of nitrogen 
dioxide, which reached 
record levels Tuesday 
sparking the snap clamp- 
down. fell substantially. 

Congestion around the 
French capital was down 
by 50 per cent on a normal 
day during the morning 
rush-hour, traffic authori- 
ties said, as the traffic-lim- 
iting measures were imple- 
mented for the first lime. 

By mid-mom ing the Air- 
Paris atmospheric monitor- 
ing agency >aid lends of 
nitrogen dioxide were sub- 
stantially down, to lot) 
microgrammes per cubic 
metre compared to the 
record 442 mg per cubic 
metre Tuesday. 

Confirming that the cut 
in traffic had an immediate 
effect on pollution levels, it 
said level I on the city’s 
pollution index was likely 
to be reached during the 
day. but the pollution level 
was unlikely to go any 
higher. 

There have been warn- 
ings that the decree, 
announced at such .short 
notice, would cause traffic 
chaos. This was not evi- 
dent Wednesday morning. 


Socialist Premier Lionel 
Jospin took the lead, arriv- 
ing at the weekly Elysee 
Palace cabinet meeting in 
an electric-powered car. as 
did four of his ministers. 

“This is ... what has to be 
done in these kind of cir- 
cumstances ” he said after 
stepping out of the green - 
friendly Peugeot ~ 106. 
Environment Minister 
Dominique Voynet ordered 
free public transport Tues- 
day after levels of nitrogen 
dioxide. produced by 
exhaust fumes, reached the 
maximum level of three on 
the city’s air quality index. 

Invoking legislation 
passed by the previous 
government but never 
before implemented, Mr. 
Voynet also ordered a traf- 
fic-limiting system allow- 
ing only vehicles with odd 
or even registration plates 
Oil the road on alternate 
day s. 

On the first day of the 
system, which may contin- 
ue depending on pollution 
levels, vehicles with even- 
numbered registration 
plates were officially 
banned from Paris streets 
and in 22 neighbouring dis- 
tricts. 

Police said most com- 
muters respected the rules, 
which were monitored at 
some 100 checkpoints at 
key locations around the 
city. In theory motorisis 
disobeying the rules faced 
a 900 franc (SI 50) fine. 

A police spokesman paid 
tribute to the "responsible 
behaviour” of motorists. 


By the end of the morn- 
ing rush-hour some 44 
kilometres of traffic jams 
were recorded around 
Paris, compared with 62 
kilometres at exactly the 
same time last Wednesday, 
according to the CNIR traf- 
fic control authority. 

In theory- the measures 
will last initially until mid- 
night Wednesday. On 
trains, metros and buses 
there was no obvious surge 
in the number of com- 
muters, although many 
travellers were pleasantly 
surprised to find they did 
not have to pay. 

In another measure to 
persuade Parisians to leave 
their cars at home, residen- 
tial parking was also free 
for the day. The pollution 
surge has been caused by a 
long period of calm, sunny 
weather. favouring a 
buildup of noxious gases 
threatening old people, 
asthmatics and other peo- 
ple with respiratory prob- 
lems. 

It was the first rime air 
pollurion has hit level three 
since November 1995. Last 
month, authorities reduced 
public transport fares by 50 
per cent for a few days 
after a pollution alert to 
discourage people from 
using their own vehicles. 

Mr. Voynet announced 
the measures at a .press 
conference Tuesday, and 
Parisians were informed by 
the city’s 172 public infor- 
mation boarding, as well as 
by announcements at sta- 
tions. 


Retired U.S. agent cannot 
sue over Kennedy book 


BALTIMORE (R> — A 
retired U.S. secret service 
agent has been told he can- 
not no to court over a book 
that claims he accidentally 
fired the shot that killed 
President John H Kennedy, 
court officials said Tuesday. 

U.S. district Judge 
Alexander Harvey dis- 
missed die defamation suit 
filed by George Hickey of 
Abingdon. Maryland, 
against St. Mania's Press. 
STmon Shuster and Bonar 
Menninger, the author of 
the book "Mortal Error."' 
saying Mr. Hickey waited 
ivio long to file the suit. 

The book alleges that Mr. 
Hickey accidentally shot 
and killed the president in 
1963. when he was u 40- 
year-old agent assigned to 
Kennedy's Dallas motor- 
cade. 


The book agrees with the 
Warren Commission find- 
ing that Kennedy was shot 
by Lee Harvey Oswald. But 
it says Mr. Hickey, who 
was in the car behind the 
president, grabbed an AR- 
15 assault rifle when he 
heard Mr. Oswald's shots 
and the gun discharged 
when the car he was riding 
in abruptly changed speed. 

In his ruling Monday, the 
judge said Mr. Hickey filed 
his lawsuit too late for 
]v (arvland's one-year statute 
of limitations for defama- 
tion cases, 

"Mortal Error” was pub- 
lished in February 1992. 
Mr. Hickev sued in April 
1995. - 

Mr. Hickey's lawyers said 
he was critically ill when 
the book came out. They 
initially filed the lawsuit in 


New Hampshire, which has 
a three-year statute of limi- 
tations. But the case was 
transferred to U.S. District 
Court in Baltimore because 
Mr. Hickey lives in Mary- 
land. 

Mark Zaid, one of Mr. 
Hickey’s lawyers, told the 
Baltimore Sun newspaper 
that the book .sold few 
copies when it first 
appeared. Many Kennedy 
experts have dismissed its 
claims. But its theory 
gained circulation with the 
release of Oliver Stone's 
film. "JFK." and with 
reports and documentaries 
that accompanied the 30th 
anniversary 1 of the assassi- 
nation in 1993. “It’s a case 
where the echo has been 
much more damaging than 
the book itself," Mr. Zaid 
said. 
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NATO takes action against 
Bosnian Serb Television 


SARAJEVO fRl — NATO- 
led peacekeeping troops 
took over three television 
transmitters in Bosnia's 
Serb Republic Wednesday 
in a move aimed at halting 
attacks on the Dayton peace 
accords by hardliners. 

A spokesman for the 
SFOR told Reuters there 
was an “ongoing operation” 
and that the international 
community's high repre- 
sentative to Bosnia Carlos 
Wesrendorp had requested 
military action against 
Bosnian Serb television. 

Spokesman Jan Joosten 
said he could not confirm 
whether SFOR had taken 
the transmitters as the oper- 
ation was ongoing. The 
operation interrupted radio 
and television broadcasts. 

A Reuter * correspondent 
said from 7 a.m. (0500 
GMT) around 40 SFOR 
vehicles had surrounded the 
Trebevic transmitter near 
Sarajevo and an unspeci- 
fied number of vehicles 
were stationed near the 
Udrigovo transmitter in 
northeast Bosnia. 

A statement from SFOR 


in Tuzla, in northeast 
Bosnia, said another trans- 
mitter in northern Bosnian 
near Modrica had also been 
taken over by the NATO 
troops. 

The transmitters have 
been used by Serb Televi- 
sion (SRT) to broadcast 
propaganda against NATO 
and the Bosnian peace 
agreement by hardliners 
loyal to indicted war crimi- 
nal Radovan Karadzic. 

The NATO action came a 
day after SRT rebroadcast a 
tape of a press conference 
by U.N. War Crimes Prose- 
cutor Louise Arbour. SRT 
first doctored the tape so it 
misrepresented the tribunal 
and was told to rerun the 
real version with an intro- 
duction. 

Mr. Westendorp had 
already threatened military 
action If SRT did not calm 
its propaganda war against 
NATO and the Bosnian 
peace agreement. 

NATO officials at a meet- 
ing of alliance defence min- 
isters in the Dutch town of 
Maastricht said the raids 
were made because the 


Serbs had violated an 
agreement not to broadcast 
Vitriolic attacks on the 
Dayton peace process and 
NATO. . 

“Louise Arbour had pre- 
pared a one-hour broadcast 
which she expected under 
the agreement to be broad- 
cast just as she presented 
it,” said one official. 

They tampered with it 
They inserted anti-_SFOR 
and anti-Dayton language 
into iL It was highly 
provocative,” the official 
added. “In response, SFOR 
has gone in and seized sev- 
eral broadcast towers." 

A statement obtained by 
Reuters from the Tuzla 
SFOR base, written in Ser- 
bian and signed by Arthur 
Bilski. spokesman of the 
Norwegian Polish Brigade, 
said forces had taken trans- 
mitters in Udrigovo in the 
northeast and Duge Njive 
near Modrica in northern 
Bosnia “without resis- 
tance.” 

It did not mention the 
transmitter at Trebevic. 
"This was done in retalia- 
tion to Serb radio television 


which Sunday changed the 
speech of the U.N. Prose- 
cutor .Arbour. The change 
represents a direct violation 
of the former agreement 
between SFOR and SRT. 
The speech and the video 
tape have been changed to 
portray the office of the 
high representative and 
SFOR in a negative way. 

“The operation was car- 
ried out at the request and 
with the support of U.N. 
high representative office 
to shorten or suspend any 
media network or pro- 
gramme whose broadcast- 
ing is constantly and obvi- 
ously in contradiction with 
the peace agreement,” the 
statement said. 

The hardliners bowed 
earlier this month to pres- 
sure to give television 
access to Western-backed 
Bosnian Serb President Bil- 
jana Plavsic who accused 
Mr. Karadzic and his allies 
of stealing millions of dol- 
lars belonging to the Bosn- 
ian Serb Republic. 


Afghan alliance 
threatens U.N. ‘spies’ 


take serious action against 
them.” he warned. 

It is unclear how many 
U-N- workers remain in the 
city. Most left more than a 
week ago during a lull in 
the three week-old battle 
for 'the seat of the anti- 
Taleban alliance’s shadow 
government. 

** A number of expatriate 
staff from the International 
Committee of the Red 
Cross, the Medecin Sans 
Frontieres group and other 
organisations remain in the 
city. 

Independent sources 
reported Tuesday that 
heavy fighting is raging 
within 15 kilometres of the 
eity, with a number of 
shells and rockets pound- 
ing areas within the city 
limits. 

They added that there 
have been a number of jet 
strikes on Mazar-e-Sharif, 
in which aged ex-Sovjet 
jets operated by the hard- 
line Islamic militia have 
struck civilian homes. 

At least 45 civilians from 
on. 1 - refugee camp were 
severely injured during one 
overnight bombardment, 
while many others are 
feared dead, the sources 
said. 

The United Nations suf- 
fered massive losses in the 
battle for the city, when 
disaffected alliance troops 


went on a looting rampage 
targeted at foreign aid 
groups. 

Recent witness reports 
from the city say all U.N. 
offices have been “cleaned 
out,” and armed gangs 
have been spotted disman- 
tling the sheet metal roof of 
a World Food Programme 
compound. 

The Taleban launched an 
attack east of Mazar-e- 
Sharif. which is 310 kilo- 
metres north of Kabul, 
from an enclave they have 
held since they were beaten 
out of the northern strong- 
hold in May. 

To the west of the city, 
the militia have gained 
support from local com- 
manders of the Hezb-e- 
Islami faction, which like 
the Taleban is dominated 
by ethnic- Pas hums. 

The patchwork of anti- 
Taleban forces includes 
Shiite factions Hezb-e- 
Wahdat and Harakat-e- 
Islami, the ex-Kabul gov- 
ernment and ethnic Uzbek 
fighters loyal to rival war- 
lords Abdul Rashid 
Dostam or Abdul Malik. 

The Taleban hold around 
two thirds of Afghanistan 
including the capital Kabul 
which they seized one year 
ago, imposing a puritanical 
interpretation of Islamic 
law in areas they hold. 


Russians get passports 
— minus hammer and sickle 


Pope 

Brazil trip 
to focus on 
traditional 
family 

VATICAN CITY (R) — 
Pope John Paul sets off on a 
lightning trip to Rio De 
Janeiro Thursday to hammer 
home his belief that the tradi- 
tional family 'Structure is 
under threat around the 
world. 

The Pope will spend four 
days in Brazil's most famous, 
violent and sensual city to 
preside at a "world meeting 
with families.” which he con- 
cludes with a mass at Rio's 
Flamengo Park expected to 
draw up to 1.5 million people. 

The Dip, although brief, 
will again put the spotlight on 
the health of the 77-year-old 
pontiff, who often appears 
tired. The programme 
includes ample rest time and 
only two main engagements 
per day. 

Church officials in both 
Brazil, the world's largest 
Roman Catholic country, and 
Rome, have said the Pope 
will not dwell on Brazilian 
issues because the event is 
intended to focus on the fam- 
ily. 

But related issues such as 
abortion and the role of 
women are expected to figure 
in the eight speeches the Pol- 
ish Pontiff will make on the 
Dip, his 80th outside Italy. 

"The Pope will speak to the 
whole world through the 
family," Cardinal Alfonso 
Lopez-TrujDlo, bead of the 
Pontifical Council for the 
Family, told reporters recent- 
ly. “No institution can replace 
the family.” 

The Pope is a fierce advo- 
cate of the traditional family 
structure, which the church 
considers the basic building 
block of society, and believes 
it is threatened by cultural and 
social decay. 

The Vatican opposes all 
moves to give legal recogni- 
tion to forms of families out- 
side the traditional mother 
and father structure, includ- 
ing units headed by same-sex 
partners. 

The issue of birth control 
may also figure on the nip. In 
the post the Pope has said that 
birth control programmes 
could not be* imposed on cou- 
ples in the developing world, 
calling them "a form of neo- 
colonialism." 

The Pope accused the Unit- 
ed Nations Population Con- 
ference in Cairo in 1994 of 
attempting to force poor 
developing nations to accept 
birth control solutions that did 
not respect "the family” and a 
fundamental right to life. 

The Roman Catholic 
Church teaches that life 
begins at the moment of con- 
ception and ends with natural 
death.' 


KABUL (AFP) — The 
Afghan alliance fighting 
the Taleban militia 
Wednesday threatened 
U.N. workers based in the 
opposition stronghold of 
Mazar-i -Sharif, whom they 
accused of spying. 

A spokesman for the 
opposition Hezb-i-Wahdat 
faction said “serious 
action” will be taken 
against U.N. staff in the 
city unless the United 
Nations acts to stop Tale- 
ban jet raids. 

The spokesman, Moham- 
mad Haidari, speaking in a 
telephone interview from 
the besieged city, accused 
the workers of passing on 
intelligence to the Taleban. 

“We know the bombard- 
ments are carried out 
according to the espionage 
activities of United 
Nations workers in Mazar- 
e-Sharif," he said. 

The spokesman said 
Mazar-e-Sharif — the only 
Afghan city not held by the 
Taleban — has come under 
constant Taleban jet attacks 
for rwo days and civilian 
areas had been targeted. 

“We strongly call on the 
U.N. to stop the bombard- 
ment of civilian areas.” Mr. 
Haidari said. 

"If this bombing contin- 
ues, we consider the U.N. 
workers to be involved in 
these crimes and we will 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin Tuesday handed 
a group of teenagers the first 
new-style Russian passports, 
stripped of the Soviet-era 
hammer and sickle, and 
enlisted their support for his 
reforms. 

Nearly six years after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, 
Mr. Yeltsin gave about 30 
young people the first new 
passports bearing the double- 
headed eagle, the emblem of 
the tsars. 

“Today you are getting the 
passport of an independent 
democratic Russia which is 
moving forward mightily as a 
great power,” Mr. Yeltsin told 
the youngsters gaihered in the 
Kremlin. 

“I want to wish you an eas- 
ier path through life than 
ours... I think it will be.” 

Mr. Yeltsin added*. "Russia 
is over the crisis... it’s on its 
way up now and that’s the 
main thing.” 

The new documents 
replace Soviet internal pass- 
ports — domestic identity 
papers — and will gradually 
be issued to all Russians. As 
in Communist times, separate 
passports are needed to travel 
abroad though, unlike those 


days, they are now freely 
available. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 66, has often 
appealed to young people to 
support him and his econom- 
ic reforms. 

Youth is at a premium in 
Russia today as the popula- 
tion shrinks. An international 
conference in Moscow Tues- 
day heard how 20-year-old 
Russian men have only a 50- 
- 50 chance of seeing 60 com- 
pared to 90 per cent for West 
Europeans. Heavy drinking, 
smoking and accidents cut 
male life expectancy to just 
57. 

Since his return to the 
Kremlin last spring after 
nearly eight months absent 
with heart problems and then 
pneumonia, the president has 
vowed repeatedly to make 
the market economy and 
democracy unassailable in 
Russia. 

He faces difficult tasks in 
kick-starting economic 
growth after years of decline 
and harmonising relations 
between the Kre mlin and the 
influential leaders of Russia's 
89 regions — a harmony seen 
as crucial to national stability. 

The government is nying to 
persuade the Co mmunis t- 


dominated state Duma 
(lower house of parliament) 
to adopt an austere 1998 bud- 
get which, the Kremlin 
believes, provides conditions 
for modest economic growth 
next year — the first in a 
decade. 

The Duma is also reluctant- 
ly considering a tax code 
aimed at unleashing entrepre- 
neurial initiative and attract- 
ing foreign investment. With 
little hope of pushing legisla- 
tion through the hostile 
Duma, Mr. Yeltsin is seeking 
potential allies elsewhere.- 

In another appearance 
Tuesday, Mr. Yeltsin urged 
leaders of town councils and 
rural authorities do help him 
fight for the draft budget and 
tax code. He said the bills 
would give them more finan- 
cial autonomy. 

“You must speak out firmly 
on this,” he told a meeting of 
a commission of municipal 
and district officials in the 
Kremlin. 

Mr. Yeltsin said that these 
and other recent laws would 
leave much of the state's rev- 
enue in the cities, towns and 
villages where they were col- 
lected rather than in federal 
hands. 
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Freedom in 
proper: context 

THE INTERVENTION by His Majesty 
King Hussein which has led to the release 
of the ailing Hamas leader, Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin, yesterday must be seen and read 
in the context of Jordan’s continued 
efforts to revive the faltering peace 
process on the Palestinian-Israeli track. 
By securing the Sheikh’s freedom, Jordan 
hopes that tensions on both the 
Palestinian and Israeli sides will be eased 
and a minimum deal of trust restored to 
pave the ground for a resumption of the 
talks. The negotiations, it must be remem- 
bered, have been halted due to extreme 
actions by the Israelis, whether in the 
form of stepping up settlement activity or 
disrespecting their commitments to the 
Palestinians under the Oslo accords, or by 
the armed wing of Hamas which has been 
waging suicide attacks against Israeli 
civilian targets. 

Jordan, it must be understood, has a 
strategic and vital interest in the success 
of the peace process on all tracks but espe- 
cially on the Palestinian front Only last 
week His Majesty the King expressed 
fear - that if 'extremists on both the 
Palestinian and Israeli sides bad their way 
a war would erupt in the West Bank lead- 
ing to a reoccupation of Palestinian towns 
and a new wave of refugees. Should such 
a scenario ever materialise it would lead 
to upheaval and violence throughout the 
region. 

The Kingdom, therefore, would do 
whatever in its power to reverse the trend, 
ease the tension and restore confidence 
between the negotiating partners. 

Jordan is in a good position to use its 
good offices with Hamas and Israel to 
negotiate a ceasefire between the two 
sides in a manner that would allow the 
Palestinian National Authority a breath- 
ing space in its quest to satisfy Israel’s 
demands for security. 

What remains to be seen is if the two 
parties have the goodwill and willingness 
to engage each other in a constructive dia- 
logue that would save entire generations 
from fighting wars all over again. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i’s Mahmoud Rimawi called for a united Arab 
stand in support of Iraq and against repeated Turkish 
invasions of Iraqi territory. The Turks had said after their 
last incursion earlier this year that their attack was the 
lasu but they have done it again in total disregard of 
Iraq’s sovereignty and Arab countries' protests.- Rimawi 
said. The new incursion takes place ahead of the planned 
Tinkish-Israeli- American military exercises which are 
said not to be directed against any country in the region, 
the writer said. He added that the new attack came on the 
heels of a visit by the Turkish president to Egypt where 
he sought to allay Arab fears about Turkey’s intentions. 
According to Rimawi, the Turks could not have launched 
their repeated attacks inside Iraqi territory had Iraq not 
been in its present weak position as a result of the sanc- 
tions on its people. He called for a united Arab stand and 
the start of serious contacts with Ankara to end the crisis. 
He said steps in. this direction are needed in order to 
defuse the present crisis and to prevent a recurrence in 
the future. 

A1 Dusto ur’s Mohammad Daoud commented on scien- 
tific research saying it will remain lacking until sufficient 
funds are made available and qualified researchers are 
engaged in the promotion of the industrial sector. Daoud 
said a recent seminar held at the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology called for linking university 
education with industry’, services and agriculture, a step, 
he found to be in the right direction. But he said funds 
and “brains" should be available to achieve that goal and 
enable the universities and the research centres to 
respond to the market’s needs. The writer said the present 
one per cent of the profits of companies allocated to uni- 
versities is insufficient, and more allocations must be 
made to finance research as is the case in most other 
nations. Without research, he said, there can be no devel- 
opment in any field, and the universities would remain 
impotent in meeting the country’s needs. Daoud suggest- 
ed that the Higher Council for Science and Technology 
be entrusted with securing funds and minds for the coun- 
try's higher academic institutions to attain the required 
end. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


The heavy price we pay 


WE IN the Arab World of today, due to the noticeable 
regression of our overall moral values and work ethics (as 
reflected in our daily behaviour and practices both in pub- 
lic and in private) as a result of a complexity of factors, 
variables and developments, are fast losing (if we have 
not already lost) two extremely crucial and valuable 
things: our belief and commitment to the achievement of 
our ideals and our humanity. Yes, our very humanity. 

What lessons are we learning, directly as well as indi- 
rectly, through the experiences we go through daily as 
schoolchildren, as pedestrians, as motorists, as workers, 
as housewives, civil servants, teachers, university profes- 
sors, journalists, writers, mechanics, shoppers, customers, 
citizens, etc.? We are learning one lesson, and one lesson 
only: if you are shy, polite, civil, civilised, kind, nice, con- 
siderate, sensitive, commonsensicaL refined, sophisticat- 
ed, law-abiding, regulation-respecting, creative, innova- 
tive, talented, serious, hard-working, loyal, honest, fair, 
you will be (deliberately or inadvertently, though more 
the former than the latter) side-stepped, marginalised, 
cheated, deceived, used, hurt, harmed injured, abused, 
stepped upon and crushed. 

In the Arab World of today, there is simply no fairness 
and no justice in dealings. It is a Darwinian world in die 
worst sense — survival of the loudest, rudest, most 
aggressive, most pretentious, most uncivil, most unjust 
most cunning, most ruthless, most shameless, most care- 
less, most egotistical, most selfish, most vulgar. It is, alas, 
a society in which the subversive, destructive individuals 
are more valued than the constructive ones. When people 
fear you (fear your loud voice, your sharp tongue, your 
clique, your patrons), they recognise you: otherwise, you 
can go to hell. 

Examples abound. What lesson are you taught as a 
worker or employee at our institutions, especially the 
public ones? One lesson: not to be nice, not to be oblig- 


ing, not to be polite, not to be sensitive, not to volunteer 
to contribute beyond the bare minimum, not to care at all. 

Why? Because there is no fairness or justice. You are 
nice, you are caring, you are efficient you work hard, you 
contribute with enthusiasm, you serve diligently, but 
when the time comes for promotions, rewards, second- 
ment appointments to important positions and commit- 
tees, you are side-stepped, forgotten, ignored, fought 
against etc. Promotions, rewards, secondment and 
appointments to important positions are reserved — by 
the few powerful but subversive administrators — for 
those subversive members of the various cliques whose 
full-time job is to backbite, lie, gossip, and stab others in 
the back. 

When there was serious talk about administrative 
reform during the reign of the previous government and 
in the early days of the present one (an excellent idea 
which ought to be implemented, and urgently, in my opin- 
ion), a lot of people feared that the ones who would end 
up paying the price were the poor, nice, polite, serious, 
hardworking, efficient and excelling employees — not 
the inefficient and the subversive. Why? Simple: because 
the latter, who are more influential than the former, in 
fact, cohtrol these institutions and have the power to hire 
and fire; the former are die underdogs. 

Under such unhealthy circumstances, what would you 
do, if you belonged to the type that worked hard, con- 
tributed, and excelled but because of your refinement and 
sophistication you were abused? You may continue to 
work hard in silence and invisibly despite the various 
frustrations and disappointments (and this is difficult), 
fight the subversive and the corrupt and be crucified by 
them, quit and find a more rewarding place in the private 
sector or abroad, or — as the case generally is — join the 
camp of the evil and die sinister. 

Among these four options, the last one is the strongest 


If you want to make it at our institutions, alas, you have 
to become like the successful in them: loud, vulgar, hyp- 
ocritical, aggressive and ruthless. This dismal situation 
applies nearly to all of our public institutions, including 
ironically, those most “sophisticated,” “refined,” and 
“enlightened” which are supposed to spearhead and affect 
positive change. 

But this sinister, perverse picture extends, as mentioned 
earlier, to encompass essentially all of our daily life. To 
survive and thrive as a motorist on our public roads, you 
have to be insensitive, vulgar, aggressive, and ruthless; to 
survive as a pedestrian, you have to be insensitive, vulgar, 
aggressive and ruthless; to survive as a participant in our 
conferences, lectures and symposia, you have to be insen- 
sitive, vulgar, aggressive and ruthless; even at informal 
gatherings with relatives and friends, you have to be 
insensitive, vulgar, aggressive and ruthless. And this 
applies also to students, teachers, carpenters, writers, pic- 
nickers, passengers, etc. 

No one recognises your existence if you are sensitive, 
shy. humble, polite, refined, sophisticated, diligent, hard- 
working, brilliant, and creative — though, ironically, 
these are values which our Arabic culture preaches, pro- 
motes and idealises in its formal discourse. This is sad; 
this is tragic. But it is more than sad and tragic; it is one 
of the root causes of why our society is not advancing an 
inch toward the achievement of our ideals. As long as our 
society tolerates and embraces the hypocrites, the liars, 
the mediocre, the egotistical, and the subversive, it shall 
continue to be what you folks see with your own eyes. 

Is it not sad that courtesy and politeness on our public 
roads are a rarity? Is it not sad that courtesy and politeness 
at our institutions are a rarity? 

Our very humanity is at stake, and our advancement and 
progress. This is a heavy price. 


The Mideast conflict moves into dangerous new territory 


PARIS — In little more than 
a year, the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict has 
changed from a secular 
combed to a religious war. 

A secular conflict is nego- 
tiable. A religious conflict is 
not, since the claims made 
by both sides have to do 
with eschatology and des- 
tiny. You cannot compro- 
mise when what you are 
struggling for is the expres- 
sion of God’s will. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion bears a serious part of 
the responsibility for this 
change. It abandoned the 
previous American role of 
impartial arbitrator between 
Jews and Arabs. By doing 
that it undermined the PLO 
and made the terrorists of 
Hamas the key actors on the 
Palestinian side. 

Bill Clinton seems to have 
thought this smart in terms 
of domestic politics. It 
could actually ruin the pres- 
idential chances of Vice 
President A1 Gore. If the 
Mideast peace process is 
destroyed, causing a new 
Arab-Israeli struggle, all on 
the Clinton administration’s 
watch, Mr. Gore is not 
going to collect a big vote of 


thanks from Jewish voters, 
or from anyone else. 

Before Benyamin 

Netanyahu was elected 
prime minister of Israel, the 
country was governed by 
secular forces. The Labour 
Party belongs to the old 
socialist wing of the Zionist 
movement which created 
Israel. 

Zionism itself was origi- 
nally a secular movement 
among ass imilate d Western 
European Jews, and was 
condemned by some of the 
Orthodox devout as an 
interference with God's own 
plan for the Jewish people. 

The Holocaust united 
most religious Jews with 
secular Zionists in the strug- 
gle to create an independent 
Israel in Britain's Palestine 
mandate. Britain had 
promised a Jewish national 
home, but the territory was 
populated (in 1947) by a 
million and a quarter Arab 
Muslims and Christians, to 
whom Britain had- also 
promised security and even- 
tual nationhood 

What followed is well 
known. The Arabs rejected 
various British and U.N. 
'partition proposals. In 1948 


By William Pfaff 


Britain renounced foe man- 
date and Israel was pro- 
claimed, and effectively 
defended itself against 
attack by foe surrounding 
Arab states. 

Israel’s first de facto 
recognition came from foe 
United States, but foe close 
alliance between foe United 
States and Israel did. not 
arrive until foe 1960s. The 
Eisenhower administration 
in foe 1950s held that “an 
emotional attachment 
should not interfere” with 
American national interest, 
and that “we cannot have 
our policies made in 
Jerusalem.” 

The Palestine liberation 
movement, formed in exile, 
was also a secular move- 
ment, in foe style of foe 
Arab national liberation 
movements of foe period 
whose emblematic leader 
was Egypt’s Gamal Abdel 
Nasser. President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt is 
Nasser's direct political 
descendant, and it is signifi- 
cant that Egypt was foe first 


Islamic country w illin g to 
make peace with Israel. 

Benyamin Netanyahu 
comes from a dissident sec- 
ular Zionist tradition. He 
and his Likud party derive 
from foe “Revisionist” 
movement created by 
Vladimir Jabotinsky, who 
broke with mainstream 
Zionism in. foe ..1920s 
because he favoured vio- 
lence in foe struggle against 
foe British. 

Unlike foe mainstream 
Zionists who tried to con- 
vince themselves that foe 
Palestinian Arabs would 
willingly allow foe Jews to 
form their own state in their 
midst, Jabotinsky said foe 
Arabs obviously would 
fight, and would have to be 
defeated and expelled from 
Palestine. 

“When foe Arab claim is 
confronted with our Jewish 
demand to be saved, it is 
like foe claim of appetite 
versus foe claim of starva- 
tion,” he said in 1937. 

The Revisionist Likud 
party in modem Israel has 


allied itself with religious 
parties for whom foe Jewish 
return to Jerusalem and the 
Holy Land has signified foe 
approach of foe messiab. 
Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment would fall if it lost 
their support. He is in one 
sense their political prison- 
er, but his hostility to the 
peace process resembles 
theirs. 

They all, like foe growing 
fundamentalist ... Islamic. 
movements, 1 including'- 
Hamas, reject compromise. 
The latter sees no peace 
until Israel is destroyed and 
foe Israelis are expelled 
from foe Holy Land — 
which is foe Muslims' Holy 
Land, too. 

An American-brokered 
peace dialogue was possible 
between a secular Israeli 
government, able to com- 
promise, and a secular PLO 
that had to compromise. 
Since Mr. Netanyahu’s elec- 
tion, the struggle has 
become one between Hamas 
and other Islamic militan ts 
and a Netanyahu govern- 
ment committed to foe phi- 
losophy of Jabotinsky 's 
Revisionism, politically 
dependent upon extremist 


religious forces. 

In such circumstances it is 
futile for Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright to talk 
about “creating a serious 
climate for negotiation," 
while offering foe odd 
implied and guarded criti- 
cism of Israeli policy. 

Negotiation now is imag- 
inable only if foe United 
States were to present both 
sides with oatline terms for 
a permanent settlement, and 
used foe political and eco- 
nomic means at its disposal 
to impose those terms on 
both sides. 

One can say that it is not 
for the United States to 
impose peace on foe Israelis 
and Palestinians. But if it 
will not, honesty as well as 
honour would dictate that it 
acknowledge that it has 
nothing further to contribute 
to foe relationship of Israelis 
to Palestinians, and with- 
draw. Its current conduct 
guarantees only that there 
will never be a settlement or 
peace. 

International Herald Tribune 


o _ lents ‘welcoming’ UNDP 

asking for advice to help turn them round 


AN ORDINARY Arab’s lot is not a happy one, according to 
foe United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 
Despite all foe fabled oil money, per capita income in 
Libya, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, Somalia, Sudan and 
other countries of “failed growth” is at foe same level it was 
in the 1960s. Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti (like Somalia and 
Comoros, a member of foe League of Arab States, but with 
a largely non-Arab population) and the UAE are stalled at 
the 70s’ level, while Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Syria 
reached their present income level in foe 1980s. Oman and 
Tunisia are among foe success stories, currently enjoying 
their highest ever. 


Oil-free Jordan comes out as 
the best in the Arab World, and 
the eighth best in the develop- 
ing world, above Panama, 
Uruguay and Thailand, for 
example. 


Even those countries with relatively high incomes cannot 
ensure prosperity for many of their people. In particular, 
foe adult literacy of 54.7 per cent is less than foe average for 
developing countries — almost 70 per cent — let alone 
industrialised nations. Enhancing the disparity is foe disas- 
trously low figure of 40' per cent literacy for adult women. 
In foe developing world, only in South Asia are these per- 
centages worse. Similarly, only in Sub-Saharan Africa and 
South Asia are foe figures for average life expectancy as 
low as in foe Arab World. Arabs live on average only 62.9 
years — 11 years less than foe average for their industri- 
alised counterparts and almost 18 years less than Japanese, 
Canadians and similar top-ranking countries whose citizens 


By Ian Williams 


can expect to draw their pensions on average until they are 
almost 80. 

Of course there are disparities within foe region. Bahrain 
has 84 per cent adult literacy, and Kuwait has an 75 year life 
expectancy. Djibouti falls off foe bottom end of foe scale 
with a 48.8 life expectancy and a 45 per cent literacy rate. 

The figures are from foe 1997 Human Development 
Report. Published by Oxford University Press annually 
since 1991, on behalf of foe UNDP, foe report has been on 
foe front line of defence against foe neo-liberalism of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank, which 
traditionally held that as long as interest on foreign debt was 
being paid, and government spending was shrinking, then 
all was well with foe world. That attitude led to the 
Structural Adjustment Programmes, in which many Arab 
governments cut welfare, health and education programmes 
to secure international loans. The resulting riots made foe 
two institutions probably more successful, than foe 
Comintern in fanning foe flames of social discontent 

To counter this preoccupation with macro-economic sta- 
tistics, UNDP designed foe Human Development Index, 
which measures how well foe people of a country are doing, 
rather than how secure foe bankers dealing with it felt It is 
based on a combination of health, income and education 
statistics. The report and its concept has helped foe devel- 
opment debate to focus on supposed beneficiaries, and its 
influence was almost certainly responsible for a change of 
tack by foe World Bank, which now says it wants to see vul- 
nerable groups protected under its programmes. 

Quality of life 

This year UNDP branched into a more esoteric field — 
but one which goes a long way towards explaining foe dis- 
parities in many of foe figures for foe Arab World. The 
Human Poverty Index measures deprivation. It is derived 
from a combination of what percentage of people will not 


survive until 40 years old, what percentage of adults are 
illiterate, and what percentage do not have access to a 
decent standard of living. This in turn is measured by lack 
of access to clean fresh water, to health services and to the 
percentage of children under five malnourished. 

This produces some surprises. Oil-free Jordan comes out 
as foe best in foe Arab World, and foe eighth best in tire 
developing world, above Panama. Uruguay and Thailand, 
for example. Sudan and Yemen come out worst in the 
region. The report also addresses foe plight of the 
Palestinians in foe territories, pointing out that their per 
capita income has actually dropped by 25 per cent since 
1992. Two thirds of them live below foe poverty line, even 
by local standards. 

One conclusion that is clear from many of the measure- 
ments is that poor results for women pull down national fig* 
ures, on income, education and literacy. In Morocco, for 
example, a stunning 69 per cent of women are illiterate- 
War-ravaged Lebanon is down to 10 per cent, and many 
others, in foe Gulf states and Jordan for example, about 20 
per cent of women are illiterate. But even in Egypt (61 
cent), Iraq (55), Tunisia (45) and Saudi Arabia (50) this rep- 
resents a tremendous waste of human resources. 
development worker pointed out, if a mother cannot read & 
write, she cannot help in foe education of her own children* 

thus perpetuating foe cycle. , 

There are many factors that have inhibited industrial*^ 
social development in foe Arab World, but the report®^ 
cates that one major reason is this neglect of the poor a® 
women, who are often, but not always foe same. Anod^^ 
of course, foe diversion of resources from education 
health into military expenditures. The statistics sugg^®7 
governments have been spending more on health and fi®*" 
cation and less on military — except of course for IriW- 

UNDP staff involved say that one positive aspect of 
report is that, far from denying its figures, many Arab g® 
emments have been welcoming foe revelations and a*?®? 
for advice and help on how to turn them round. 


Middle East 
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Lured by attractive challenges, people make moves 


HRH Crown Prince Hasson, who huv in Wushin qtort 10 
deliver a message from His Majesty King Hussein to Pres- 
ident Hill Clinton and to discuss with the president efforts 
to push the peace process forward, paid a visit to the King- 
dom’s embassy and the Jon! an Infornuuion Bureau on 
Tuesday. Ilie Crown Prince met with Ambassador Marwan 
Muasher and JIB Director Rania Atalla and their staff 
members, toured the various operations of both offices and 
thanked all involved for their efforts, particularly their 
work with the U.S. Congress. Incidentally, the ICS. aid pro- 
gramme to Jordan is still being finalised, and a high level 
meeting on the subject was expected very soon, fallowed by 
an announcement. 





NO INJURIES 
REPORTED: Here 
on the home front, the 
row that was brewing 
over Minister of Health 
and Medical Care 
Ashraf Kurdi's recent 
statements admonishing 
ministry doctors for not 
living up to standards 
has been quieted. Mem- 
bers of an ad hoc com- 
mittee formed to 
counter the accusations, 
say they met with the 
minister on Tuesday and 
agreed to hold a meet- 
ing between Dr. Kurdi 
and members of the Jor- 
dan Medical Association Ash raf Kurdi 
in the next two to three 
days to resolve their dif- 
ferences. Dr. Kurdi had reproved public sector doctors in a 
televised statement last week prior to his departure for 
Oman. The doctors took grave offence and retaliated sav- 
ing they were doing the l>esi they could with the means 
made available to them. With a dialogue started, the prog- 
nosis is good . say the doctors. In any case, the $93 million 
the Japanese government is allocating to Jordan for diag- 
nostic and therapeutic equipment and ambulances should 
prove a boost. 


**** 


BACK TO MEDI- 
CINE: Another physi- 
cian in the news is Dr. 

Awni Bashir who is 
expected to take the 
attractive post of Gener- 
al Manager, of. the Arab 
■ Centre for Pharmaceuti- 
cals & Chemicals, 
where he has been a 
member of the board of 
directors. For just over 
the past two years. Dr. 

Bashir, a former Minis- 
ter of Health, has been 
executive director of the 
Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development, 
chaired by HRH 
Princess Basma. He left 
the fund two months ago 
and was replaced by 
Director of the Auditing 

Department Sadeq Mehiar, who is now QAF acting execu- 
tive director. The Arab Centre for Pharmaceuticals & 
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Chemicals was established in 1983 at the Saltab Industrial 
City. Dr. Bashir, who was in Baghduil recently, will take the 
seat of Dr. Mahmoud Nusair, who is expected to carry on at 
the company in a new, yet undisclosed capacity 


READY FOR THE BENCH: In Karak at Muta Uni- 
versity, recently promoted to Dean of Student Affairs Dr. 
Neman Khatib is reported to be a candidate for a seat at 
the Higher Court of Justice. His colleagues say they 
“ wouldn’t be surprised " as Dr. Khatib, a full professor of 
law, has spent many years lecturing in general law and was 
also assistant for legal affairs to the Muta University pres- 
ident. On the extra curricular side. Dr. Khatib is the cur- 
rent president of the Sports Federation for Jordanian 
Universities. 


**** 

INDUSTRY HOP: Fayez Abut Enein, general manag- 
er of the Bank of Jordan for more than seven years, has 
nmdc a switch to the Jordan Guff Bank. Mr. Abu! Enein 
said the Jordan Gulf Bank presented a new clmllenge for 
him. At the bank’s recent board meeting its members 
passed a resolution appointing Mr. Abul Enein as general 
manager and his predecessor, Charles Greiss, as a consul- 
tant to the bank. At the Bank of Jordan, Deputy General 
Manager Mohammad Qassim has been promoted to gener- 
al manager. Mr. Qassim has worked at the bank for more 
than three years, having previously been deputy manager of 
Cairo Amman Bank, and logging 13 years of senior experi- 
ence with Citibank in Amman, Istanbul and Khartoum. 

*+** 

HATS OFF TO HER: For her steadfastness as pri- 
vate secretary to six prime ministers, some of them repeat 
appointees, Susan Hawwa, has been promoted to the rank 
of first degree. Since 1988 Ms. Hawwa has run the private 
office operations of some of the country’s most high-profile 
prime ministers through some of the Kingdom's most trying 
and momentous limes. The PMs are Z eid Rifai, HRH 
Prince Zeid Ben Shaker (Twice), Taker Masri. Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and Dr. Abdul Salam Majali ( earlier and current- 
ly). Her earlier experience as a teacher has armed her with 
ihe prerequisites for the job — patience and perseverance. 
Ms. Hawwa is married to Bishara Bisharat. proprietor of 
the Bisharat Golf Club. The couple have a son named 
Rakan. 


UP HIS ALLEY: 
The Amman World 
Trade Centre, estab- 
lished six years ago, has 
elected prominent busi- 
nessman Mohammad 
Asfour as president for 
four years. The term of 
officers was extended 
from two to four years 
according to the WTC's 
by-laws. Mr. Asfour, 
who is proprietor of 
Comcent Company, a 
contracting and trade 
firm, was president of 
the Jordanian Chambers 
of Commerce. He is 
also member of the 
board of the Jordan Gulf 
Bank and thus had a say 
in bringing Fayez Abul 
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Enein to the institution. Mr. Asfour' s vice president is leith 
Qassim, head the Jordan Technology Group, established 
around 8 years ago. 

AHLAN WASAHLAN: In the diplomatic arena, Jor- 
dan has a new ambassador from Timisia. He is Munsif 
Luwaiti, a former governor of several Tunisian cities. Mr. 
Luwati . who presented his credentials to Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour last week, was first an ambas- 
sador to Sanaa before his appointment to Amman. He suc- 
ceeds Izzedin Kerkeni who. after Jive years in Jordan, head- 
ed back to his Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

**** 


A ’ PEARL 1 OF A 
TRIBUTE: A doc- 
tor and diplomat-or- 
sorrs has made a grand 
impression on the 
French. In recognition 
of her voluntary work 
and her endeavours to 
foster French- Jordan- 
ian ties, paediatrician 
Fcthieh Saudi was 
awarded France's 
National Order of 
Merit by President 
Jacques Chirac. At a 
ceremony Tuesday 
evening at the home of 
French Ambassador 
Bernard Bajolet, the 
ambassador presented 
Dr. Saudi with the Fcthieh Saudi 
award. Dr. Saudi was 
the founder of the 

French- Jordanian Medical Association, and is the author 
of a book in French about ihe 1982 Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon where she worked in Palestinian rejugee camps. 
She has been a consultant for UNICEF and has been very 
involved in community service. Attending Tuesdays cere- 
mony were HRH Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid, who is honorary 
president of the French-Jordanian Medical Association, 
Princess Majda, Minister of Social Development Moham- 
mad Kheir Mamser, head of the General Union of Volun- 
tary Societies Dr. Abdullah Khatib, Dr. Assad Abdul Rah- 
man, and poets Fadi Yousef and Mahmoud Darwish. Dr. 
Saudi said she wav deeply touched by France’s recognition 
of her work and thus that of all Jordanian doctors. 

READ FT IN ARABIC : Se\'eral diplomatic, diploma- 
cy-related, and cultural entities are making diverse presen- 
tations of their talents here in Jordan. We start with the 
launch last Tuesday of the Arabic version of the book enti- 
tled Towards a New Scenario of Partnership in the Euro- 
Mediterranean Area. The launch was the effort of the insti- 
tute of Diplomacy (ID), which Dr. Abu Jaber now heads, in 
cooperation with the Institute Cervantes, under the new 
directorship of Lola Infante, who is moving at fall speed in 
nutking up for lost time and e\ tents when the centre was 
director-less. The book, published by Insiilut Catala de la 
Mediterrania, way presented by ICM President Professor 
Baltasar Porcel. The acini ty is part of the ID's efforts to 
establish channels of cooperation and exchange with 
research centres and international cultural institutions. 

Another event held in cooperation with Generalitat 
de Catalunya, Institut Catala de la Mediterrania, Instinito 
Cewantes and Agenda Espahola de Cooperacion 


International and organised by the Royal Society of Fine 
Arts is the presentation of Aura Mediterrania. This group 
exhibition by Catalan masters of the 20th century is on dis- 
play at the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts. It was 
opened last night under the patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, and will run through Oct. 28. 

**** 

ITALIAN PALETTE: Although it has no official cul- 
tural centre of its own in Amman, the Italian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in cooperation with the Cultural and Artis- 
tic Association “II Potittico" of Rome has brouglu 
“ aspects of the Italian painting of the 90s " to Jordan m the 
first such exhibition of its kind in the Middle East. The 
exhibition, called The Project of the Essence, is a blend of 
the works of 30 already famous Italian painters and young 
artists. It is a creative effort spurred by the cultural agree- 
ment between the Kingdom and Italy. The link between 
Jordan and Italy in the world of art has created a flourish- 
ing environment, and here in Jordan several of our own 
artists have studied and worked in Milan Bologna, Flo- 
rence, Rome and Venice. Today ( Thursday ) is the last day 
to see the exhibition in Amman at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre: it then moves to Yarmouk University and will be on dis- 
play from Oct. S to 19. 

**** 

THE MANE EVENT: On the occasion of the VIII 
Arabian Horse at Home Festival, the Equestrian Federa- 
tion is presenting an Arabian horses photographs and 
paintings exhibition by renowned Jordanian photographer 
Zohrab and artist Ebrahim Shalabi at the Royal Stables 
Club in Human The exhibition i opened yesterday and will 
continue only through tomorrow. It is being held under the 
patronage of His Majesty King Hussein. 

GLAZED OVER: Under the patronage of Princess 
Rahnia Bint Al Hasson, the embassy of Japan and the 
Japan Foundation will present the works of Japanese pot- 
ter Soei Obiya from October 5 to 9 at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. Bom in 1923 in the Republic of Korea, Mr. Obiya 
developed a particular style m hand-twisting and specialis- 
es in hand-formed pottery (white-slip ware, Turkish blue 
glazed ware, tokabeni and hosekibeni enamels, and his own 
Obiya tea bowls and Obiya blue ware). He will also lec- 
ture at the Young Muslim Women’s Association Centre for 
Special Education on Monday Oct. 6 at 4:00 pm. 

tMH 

THEY SPEAK OF JORDAN: Featuring Jordanian 
women of talent, and under the Patronage of HRH Princess 
Wijdan AH, “ Murmurs al our Land” is a new exhibition of 
paintings r by Riham Ghass tb and weaving of die Bani 
Hamida Women’s Weaving Project. The display can be 
viewed at the Bani Hamida House until Oct. 31. 

**** 

SEE YOU AT THE FAIR: Billed by its organisers as 
“the social event of autumn" the International Community 
School’s annual food fair is on for tomorrow ( Oct. 4) at the 
school’s premises in Khilda. Admission for adults is 1JD, 
and for children 500 fils. On the programme besides home- 
made dishes from 15 countries are raffle prizes, a gymnas- 
tics performance, children’s games, gate prizes, pony rides 
and. of course, singing and dancing. The far will be open 
from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm. 

Jennifer Hamameh 



A glossary for the weekend 


By Jean- 


“ACCEPT A COOKIE?" 
"delect primary slave," 
“detect primary master" 
“adjust to host adapter." 
“open data base connectivi- 
ty." "automatic fall back." 
“boot sector infected.” 
"defragment fixed drive.” ... 

The above are no misprints. 
This is still the same Chip 
Talk you know. Contrary to 
whai you may think, the edi- 
tor of the WeekEnder didn't 
lose his mind and mix up this 
column with another. The 
above expresriiins do belong 
to the world of persona! com- 
puters. to their operating, 
their software and their hard- 
ware. They haw become part 
of llte daily life of the typical 
PC user who may see 1 them 
regularly un the computers 
screen hut may not know 
what they exactly mean, or if 
they are friendly remarks or 
aggressive warnings. 

As glamorous or mysteri- 
ous as they may sound these 
messages lhai appear on .i 
PC's monitor often refer to 
common situations i*r prob- 
lems. I would like to provide 
here a simple explanation for 
a few of them. Any message 
or expression that do not 
belong to the domain of sim- 
ple PC computing has been 
avoided. 

Accept a cookie: Wten 
browsing a Web site on the 
Internet, you may reach a 
point where the computer you 
are connecting to may want to 
know who you are (that is 
your e-mail address). Acced- 
ing a cookie means allow ing 
the other party to have vour 
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address. 

Detecting primary slave: A 
message that appears when 
you stan up a modem PC like 
a Pentium, and that tells you 
that the system is looking to 
see if a second, a third or a 
fourth drive (hard disk. CD- 
ROM. etc) is installed and 
connected. 

Detecting primary master 
Similar to the previous mes- 
sage. Checks if a first hard 
disk drive is installed. 

Server does not respond: 
The server is the main com- 
puter l PC or other) to which 
another computer, typically 
your home of office PC, is 
linked. When a server is 
switched oil", is i Hit ol tirde* or 
is too busy being accessed by 
a large numtvr of computers, 
it will not respond to your 
attempt to connect. 

Adjust to ho* adapter 
Means the PC is making 
automatic adjustment to eon- 
rtcl loan interred SCSI inter- 
face card-adapter, the host 
k ing your computer. 

Op-n data Kia- connoeiivi- 
[>- A software feature that 
allows a compiler system, 
mainly Windtiws. to under- 
fland different lonrutisol data 
hose information anti share 
them together. It is an inipir- 
tani characteristic for compat- 
ibility between programmes 
like ' dBase. MS- Word. 

Access. Paradox, etc. 

Automatic fail back: When 
a device like a modem tries to 
connect io another al a certain 

iransmission speed and the 
other party cannot match this 
speed, the first device ‘Tails 



back” to a lower speed in 
order to be able to communi- 
cate with the slower one. 

Boot sector infected: The 
boot sector is the section on 
the main hard disk of your PC 
that contains the essential set 
of information that allows the 
whole system to start up If it 
is infected, that is by a vims, 
your PC may not work at all. 

Defragment your fixed 
drive: When the number and 
the size of files on the hard 
disk grows beyond a certain 
limit, the operating system 
(Windows, DOS, . ..) starts 
placing the files in a ifisorder- 
' ly manner. This “messy” situ- 
ation of files causes the whole 
PC to slow down, wasting 
time searching for files. We 
say that files are then frag- 
mented. The defragmentation 
is u simple procedure that 
puts some order in the way 
files are stored on the haiU 
disk. It not only improves the 
system’s overall perfor- 
mance, but also contributes to 
free some disk space. 

Shield installed: A software 
protection against viruses. 
The usage of a virus shield 
allows the PC to detect virus- 
es that may come on a remov- 
able media like diskettes, 
k-fore they infect the system. 

FAQ. An acronym for Fre- 
quently Asked Questions. 
Most new programmes 
includes a FAQ section that 
tries to answer commonly 
recognized problems. 



Under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Raad Bin Zeid 

The Al Hussein Society 

for the Rehabilitation of the Physically Handicapped 

is proudly hosting two benefit concerts 
FEATURING: 
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8 Economy 

Lebanon considers austerity measures 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, October 2-3, 1997 | 


BEIRUT ( AP) — The government Wednesday prepared to 
draft an austerity budget amid economic uncertainty over 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri's failed proposal to raise $1 bil- 
lion to meet expenses. 

The budget for the fiscal Jaouary-Decemher 1998 envis- 
ages belt-tightening measures. State Minister for Finance 
Fuad Saniora said in remarks published ahead of a special 
cabinet session to draft the budget document. 

AnaiysLs say Lebanon will have to take tough measures to 
plug waste and stre amlin e expenditure in the face of grow- 
ing'budget deficit, which has already shot up to more than 50 
pe*r cent this year after a government forecast of 37 per cent. 

Things are not going to be much better next year either. 

Mr. Saniora. refusing to give details of the new budget, 
said the government will spend 42 per cent more than it will 
earn in 199S. 

Lebanon was plunged into a crisis last week when the cab- 
inet voted down a proposal by Mr. Hariri to raise up to SI 
billion to meet growing expenses of public services. 

Mr. Hariri, who is overseeing a multibillion dollar post- 
civil war reconstruction, proposed up to 50 per cent increas- 
es on gasoline prices and a five per cent sales tax. 

He said the extra money will fund programmes for rural 
development, rehabilitate people displaced by the 1975-90 
civil war and pay debts owed to private hospitals providing 
public health care. , 

Opponents demanded a detailed blueprint of the plan, say- 
ing they do not trust the money will be well spent given sus- 
picions of widespread corruption in government. They also 


An exclusive villa located in Abdoun / Sweifieh area with an outdoor 
heated swimming pool.having complete privacy, ideal for an 
ambassador who likes to entertain and hold parlies &receptions. 

The villa consists of the following: 

Ground Floor 

1 . Master Suite with a bedroom, bathroom, dressing lobby and a study/ 
living room with a pool view. 

2. Master bedroom with its private bath. 

3. Large Saloons with French windows that overlook the covered 
terrace and the swimming pool. 

4. Entrance Lobby, guest bath , two cloak rooms and a storage room. 

5. Dining room with a garden view. 

6. Large kitchen with a breakfast area. 


5. Dining room with a garden view. 

6. Largekitchen with a breakfast area. 

7. Laundry room. 

8. Maid's bedroom and bath. 

9. A lobby with a bar and a sitting area. 

1 0. A large covered terrace that overlooks the swimming pool. 

first Floor 

1 . Two bedrooms and a bathroom. 

1 Lobby with a kitchenette and bar. 

3. A large activity / living room with a tire place and a billiard table. 

4. Two open terraces one overlooks the pool and the other overlooks 
the garden. 

Basement 

1 . Boiler room. 

2. Filter room for the pool. 

3. Closed storage room. 

4. Storage area lor Garden furniture. 

5. Guam room and bath. - 

Outside Area: . .. 

1 . A heated outdoor swimming pool size 1 1 x5.5 meters with complete 
privacy surrounded with ceramic tiled pool side area and trees, ideal 
for parties and receptions. 

2. An outside bath and showdr for the pool. 

3. A covered garage for two cars side by side with an outside kitchenette 
and a storage room. 

4. Open parking space for two cars. 

5. A Dea uti fir I ly landscaped garden with a barbecue area. 

Facilities: 

1 . The whole house has under floor healing with insulated double wait 
and double glazed windows and French doors 

2. All bedrooms, study room and'saloons have individual air conditioning 
split units. 

3. A central burglar - alarm system. 

4. Water storage with a capacity of 40 cubic meters. 

5. A central T.v. Antenna and Satellite Dish. 

6. Land area: 1455 square meters. Building area: 870 square meters. 

For more details please call Telephone number 8201 75. 


said the plan would hit the poor hardest. 

The wrangling put pressure on the Lebanese pound, 
prompting central bank intervention Monday to curb a rush 
to buy dollars. 

The central bank Monday raised the repo rate to 50 per 
cent from 23 per cent. The repo rate is the key short-term 
interest rate the bank ofFers on short-rerm securities transac- 
tions. 

Central bank Governor Riad Salameh acknowledged that 
the pound came under pressure but reassured the nation that 
there was no run on the local currency. 

The respected daily An Nahar said the central bank 
pumped about SIOO million into the money market to sta- 
bilise the pound. 

The pound remained stable Tuesday, selling at 1.533 to the 
dollar, unchanged from Monday’s closing. 

The pound, worth 2.2 to the U.S. dollar before the civil 
war. fell to nearly 3.000 to the dollar during the conflict- But 
it has been steadily improving since Mr. Hariri took office in 
1992. 

Iranian president 
calls for foreign 
investment, technology 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian President Mohammad Khata- 
mi called Wednesday for greater foreign investment and 
transfer of technology as he inaugurated an international 
trade fair here. 

President Khatami said Iran was ready to “embrace for- 
eign capital and technology in a bid to achieve economic 
growth." He also assured other countries that the Islamic 
republic “will strive to remove political tension.” 

He also criticised industrial countries, without mention- 
ing any by name, for not sharing more technology with 
developing countries. 

‘This is discrimination. Science and technology should 
be fairly distributed and everyone should have access to 
it,” he said. 

His criticism was aimed at Western countries, notably the 
United States, which have banned the export of “dual-use” 
technology' to Iran for fear that they could be used to devel- 
op weapons. 

The United States has imposed a unilateral economic 
embargo after accusing Iran of seeking to acquire weapons 
of mass destruction and of sponsoring international terror- 
ism. ■ 

Calling for greater economic cooperation between Iran 
and other nations. President Khatami said that “if narions 
link their interests with each other, then statesmen will be 
forced to conform.” 

Iran’s Trade Minister Mohammad Shariatmadari said that 
foreign companies, mainly European, had made a strong 
showing in the fair, which is to last until Ocl 9. 

Some 1,070 companies from 63 countries and 1,700 Iran- 
ian firms are participating in the 23rd_Tehran International 
Trade Fair. 

Mr. Shariatmadari said “the growing number of foreign 
participants indicates that American efforts at isolating Iran 
has been in vain. 

Every year there are more countries interested in boost- 
ing economic relations with us.Since the end of its 1980- 
19S8 war against Iraq. Iran has been trying to attract for- 
eign investment. But there has been little response due to 
the country's tough foreign investment laws and because of; 
growing U.S. pressure. 

Washington warned Monday it was investigating grounds 
for possible sanctions on the French eneigy Firm Total for 
signing a $2-billion contract to explore an offshore gas 
field in Iran. 

Total has violated a 1996 U.S. law which seeks to 
penalise non-U.S. companies that invest more than $40 
million in the energy sectors of Iran or Libya. 

Meanwhile, strict government regulations on Iran's non- 
oil exports have triggered a crisis in many industrial and 
agricultural sectors, as the Islamic republic’s new govern- 
ment wavers on what economic course to follow. 

The troubles began when Iranian authorities intervened 
in the economy in May 1995 to curb exports, control prices 
at home, stabilise the national currency and ensure the 
repatriation of foreign earnings. 


r HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1997 
By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

ARIES 

(March 21 to April 19) There's plenty to keep you busy, 
but you're in an excellent mood. It's a good time for 
romance, too. Travel is favoured later on this evening. 
There’s a bit of a problem right around dinnertime, how- 
ever. Your friend and your sweetheart have different 
plans for your time. 

TAURUS 

(April 20 to May 20) You’d love to stay home, but you 
can't. At least not all day. Don't worry. Whatever is 
going on there can wait a while longer. You’ll still have 
tonight to talk about it Once you get your plans made, 
you can start on the project tomorrow. 

GEMINI 

(May 21 to June 21) It's finally time to start all the pro- 
jects you’ve been dreaming about. Is there anything you 
want to build? How about taking a class, or teaching 
one? It’s a marvellous'day to make a presentation in front 
of a group. They’ll buy whatever you’re selling. 

MOON CHILDREN 

(June 22 to July 21) There is money coming in. but it’s 
bringing some sort of hassle. Maybe it’s not as much as 
you expected. Or maybe you owe more than you 
thought. It’s also possible you’ve fallen in love with an 
item you can’t afford. Don’t worry, it’s just a matter of 
time. 

LEO 

(July 22 to August 21) Focus on opportunities that 
involve travel or foreigners. You know what needs to be 
done, so do iL In romance, you’re sort of stuck. It will be 
easier for all concerned if you go along with the other 
person’s idea. It doesn't matter that much to vou anyway. 
VIRGO 

(August 22 to September 22) If you want a little extra 
money, you’re in luck. Offer to do the laundry, ironing, 
bookkeeping and all those other tasks you enjoy so 
much. You can name your price. Nobody else is in the 
mood. Why waste your spare time? Use it to become fab- 
ulously wealthy. 

LIBRA 

(September 23 to October 22) You are naturally a team 
player. You can be either the leader or a follower, as the 
situation warrants. Start by doing the job you’ve been 
assigned. Meanwhile, look around to see what’s coming 
nexF. If you notice any hassles brewing, head them off. 
That’s your greatest skill. 

SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 21 ) Your duty is to feed infor- 
mation to a person in a position of authority. You can be 
forceful about it. even insistent. If people are having 
trouble making up their minds, make up their minds for 
them. Thai’s something you enjoy doing. You’re good at 
it. too. 

SAGITTARIUS 

(November 22 to December 21) If you cod find an 
excuse to get out of town, do it. You'll have a great time. 
If you’re on business, you’ll make lots of sales. If you 
can take along your sweetheart, so much the better. Con- 
ditions are excellent for both romance and travelling. 
SLart as soon as possible. 

CAPRICORN 

(December 22 to January 20) You’d better lean on your 
troops hard or they won’t get the important stuff done. 
Forget about the rest of the work. They're more interest- 
ed in flirting with each other than anything you can offer. 
Check the major items off the list, then turn them loose! 
AQUARIUS 

(January 21 to February 19) The action is fast-paced, but 
casual. Interesting, but nor scaiy. Well, there are a couple 
of tense moments, but you love that You might even be 
creating them. The emphasis is on learning. So. give up 
control. ThaL’s the place where learning occurs. 

PISCES 

(February 20 to March 20) Keep creating. You're going 
through a very- productive phase. You've got a few 
annoyances, but that's OK. One of them is the pressure 
you're under. You’ve used up all the slack. You’re 
responsible for something getting done and now you 
have to do it. Enjoy! 

Birthstone of October: Opal — Tourmaline 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Recklessly 
6 Powder base 
10 Recline in the 
sunshine 

14 See eye to eye 

15 Wing-like 

16 Distinctive style 

17 Court procedure 

18 Carbonated 
drink 

19 Der — 
lAdenauer) 

20 Favorite, in a 
way 

23 Orient ‘ 

24 Places on 
record 

25 Spectator's area 

29 Keats 
production 

30 Emanation 

31 Dutch cheese 
34 Facetious 

tribute 

39 Practically 
perfect 

42 Identifying tag 

43 Aesthetic 
pursuits 

44 Evergreen 

feature 

45 Footed vase 
47 Pleasantly 

warm 

49 TV street 
53 City near Des 
Moines 

55 Mythical fruit 

60 Sailors' 
objective 

61 Hurt 

62 Staggering 

64 Thought 

65 Therefore 

66 Taylor oHV 

67 Cervine 
creature 

68 — do-well 

69 Inclined plane 

DOWN 

1 Wrestler’s item 

2 Taj Maha) 
location 

3 Plumber's 
concern 

4 Vault 


H |2 [a p [5 K [7 [5 [s km -To 111 |12 |13 


31 32 33 ) B |34 1 35 1 36 |37 138 


49 [50 151 [52 


by Frank R. Jackson 

5 Cried out 

6 Fast food 

7 On high 

8 French 
composer 

9 Rubbernecked 

10 Wild animal 

11 Parisian mall 

12 Greek demigod 

13 Leg joints 

21 Atelier item 

22 First month in 
Madrid 

25 Go to sea 

26 Albacore 

27 Middle East 
native 

28 Nucha 

29 Leave out 

32 VIP on campus 

33 Mo. 

35 Killer whale 4£ 

36 Bustling affairs 4f 

37 Remitted 

38 Low card 4E 

40 Ornamental 5C 

feather 51 

41 Senator 52 

Kelauver 
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Friday’s Puzzle solved: 


!□□□ jag tag 0000 
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!□□□ 0QEQII1H0I20B 
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HQOQ0DHQQ0 00Q 
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iqq nnooiBooDaoM 
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00OQQ ODDQ BOOl 
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46 Uncover again 

48 Actors’ 
collectables 

49 Flavorful 

50 Lyric poem 

51 Toot 

52 Church 
structure 


53 River in Italy 

54 Unimportant 

56 Get along 

57 City on the Oka 

58 Gambling 
mecca 

59 Recondite 
63 Shelter 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2. 1997 
By Linda C Black . Tribune Media Senices, I ncT] 
ARIES 

(March 21 to April 19) The morning could be a little dif- 
ficult. Finish what you've started first thing. Your sweet- 
heart wants you to do a favour, and your job is very 
demanding. That's OK. You're luck}’, happy, and your 
attitude is excellent. Get out there and show them you 
can do it. 

TAURUS 

i April 20 to May 20) There is something that needs to be 
discussed. A decision needs to be made. Talk it over with 
your family later tonight. You'll get some excellent 
advice. Make time to think it over carefully. Listen to all 
the opinions. There's a solution that works for every - ' 
body. 

GEMINI 

(May 21 to June 21) You're learning very quickly, and 
your confidence level is high. This is good, because you 
need to explain your project. This might involve training 
someone to do pan of your job. You may be a little hit ; 
squirrelly in the morning, so tackle this task later in the ' 
day. 

MOON CHILDREN 

{June 22 to July 21) Review your budget this morning. 
There's money coming in. First, figure out exactly what 
you need to buy. This is important. There are a’ lot of 
temptations out there. Then, decide what you can afford 
to spend. This evening is vour best time to shop. i 

LEO i 

(July 22 to August 21 ) It's a good time ro travel or make j 
contact with a foreigner. This could be both lucrative and I 
fun. And conditions get better as the day progresses. 
Tonight plan something special and a little unusual with 
a person you love. i 

VIRGO 

(August 22 to September 22) All the athletic types will 
be bouncing around in a great mood. They're also think- 
ing up all sorts of jobs for you to do. It will be relative- 
ly easy for you to become indispensable. You’re a master 
at this son of thing. It’s tough sometimes, but it's job 
security. 

LIBRA 

(September 23 to October 22) This will be a much easi- 
er day for you. You'll really enjoy working with others. 
You can be the coordinator. That’s a job you do well. 
What you need are people who don’t know how to get 
along with each other. Those are not as numerous today, 
but you'll find some. 

SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 21 ) You have more freedom of 
movement this morning than later on. Your boss will be 
watching you like a hawk. Yod have to comply with his 
or her demands. You're an expert at feeding energy to 
another powerful person. Feed this one a few ideas'! too. 
SAGITTARIUS 

(November 22 to December 2 1 ) This is a much easier 
day for you. Things will go very well without much 
effort on your part. Meanwhile, you are getting anxious 
to do something physically active. Bowling, anyone? 
The more, the merrier. Right after work, so do it! 
CAPRICORN 

. (December 22 to Januaiy 20) It’s time to take better care 
of your own business! But where will you get the 
money? Don’t worry, ifs out there. Make contact with 
the person who has what you need early this morning. 
Reestablish your relationship and your friend will know 
you're a good risk. 

AQUARIUS 

(January 21 to February 19) Your natural mental powers 
are quite impressive. Your mind is working very quick- 
ly. That’s good, because someone is dragging you into 
unfamiliar territory. There'Ll be no dozing off, that's for 
sure. This is going to be a veiy interesting day for you. 
PISCES 

(February 20 to March 20) You're going to have to actu- 
ally get down to work. Provide what someone else 
requires, and do the job perfectly. Show you're not all 
talk and no action. You actually can produce the results 
the two of you have imagined together. No problem, 
right? Go for it! 

Birthstone of October: Opal — Tourmaline 




On Fridays we’re allowed to dress 
sloppy, burp as loud as we want, 
and use bad grammar on the phone/ 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, October 2-3, 1997 



U.S. provides $10mfor water sector in Jordan 


** A U.S. government grant agreement providing $10 million for water sector activities 
in Jordan was signed Tuesday at the Ministry of Planning by Rima Khalaf Hunaidi, 
minister of planning, on behalf of the government of Jordan, and by Janet Sanderson, 
deputy of chief of mission. U.S. Embassy, Jordan, and Jonathan Addleton, acting direc- 
tor of the United States Agency for Internationa] Development (USAID i in Jordan, on 
behalf of the United States of America. 

This $10 million, along with the $53.5 million provided earlier this year, will be used 
to develop and implement urgently needed water activities with the Ministry' of Water 
and Irrigation. Activities included are the design and the construction of improved 
wastewater facilities in the Jordan Valley. Aqaba and Greater Amman and the restruc- 
nning and rehabilitation of the Greater Amman water supply system. The funds pro- 
vided this year will also help Jordan convey increased quantities of “peace water*’ 
through the Jordan Valley to population centres and to finance other mutually agreed 
upon, priority activities in the water sector. 

Support for the Jordanian water sector activities is part of an on-going USAID initia- 
tive to improve the management of water resources in Jordan. With this grant, a total of 
$104.5 million in grant fund has been provided since 1993 to improve the quality of 
wastewater effluent, increase water use efficiency and strengthen water sector institu- 
tions. 

Tuesday's agreement brings total USAID assistance to Jordan for fiscal year 1997 to 
iI26 million, up from $7.2 million in fiscal year 1996, making Jordan one of the top six 
recipients of USAID assistance worldwide. 

British construction mission arrives Friday 

** NICK RAYNSFORD. MP, Britain’s Minister for London and Construction, will 
arrive in Amman on Friday October 3 at the head of a trade mission of British busi- 
nessmen representing Britain's Construction Industry. During his first visit to Amman , 
Mr. Raynsford and the delegation will meet with Munthir Haddadeen. Minister of Water 
and Irrigation; Bass am Saket, Minister of Transport and Telecommunication; and 
Nasser Lawzi. Minister for Public Works and Housing. 

Mr. Raynsford and the delegation will also attend a joint presentation by the Arab 
Potash Company and the Jordan Dead Sea Industries Company on the future of chem- 
ical industries in Jordan: as well as a presentation by NabiJ Mouasher, chairman of A1 
Dawliya for Industrial. Trade and Tourism Investment, on hotel projects in the country. 
This is in addition to presentations by the Ministry of Water and Irrigation and the Min- 
istry of Transport on their projects. 

Mr. Raynsford and the 16 mission members will also visit Aqaba where they will meet 
with Fayez Khasawneh. president of the Aqaba Region Authority and attend a presen- 
tation on tourist and infrastructure development plans for the Aqaba region including 
plans for the Aqaba Free Zone area. They will also listen to a presentation by Zara 
investments on Hotels and Tourist Development Projects. 

The minister and the delegation will then visit Petra to meet with Dr. Kamel Mahadin, 
director general of Petra Region Planning Council, who will give them a presentation 
on Petra Region Planning Council’s activities and projects. 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 1/10/9719:05 


Currency . 



GSP 

Eg 

rfPYr 


BES 

E2E8 

1 

US Dollar 

- 

1.7748 

0.6194 

1.4596 

120.75 

1.3785 

173a JO 

1.9984 

5.9615 

DEMark 

0.5034 

- 

0.3488 

0.8226 

68.02 

0.7784 

979.38 

1.1264 

3J3595 

GB Sterling 

1.6144 

2-8635 

- 

2.3561 

194.72 

2-2 25S 

2805-94 

3.2261 

9.6219 

CH Franc 

0.6851 

121.52 

0.4240 

- 

82.67 

0.9437 

1190.10 

136.89 

4.0810 

JP Yen 

0.0083 

1.4693 

0.5126 

1.2083 

- 

1.1410 

14.3? 

165.48 

49346 

CA Dollar 

0.7254 

1.2699 

0.4467 

1.0477 

1.14 

- 

124335 

1.4306 

4.2626 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0202 

0.3559 

0.0839 

1441.96 

0.7922 

- 

11.49 

3.4261 

NL Guilder 

0-5004 

88.74 

0.3096 

73.01 

60.35 

0.6892 

869.16 

- 

29805 

FR Franc 

0.1677 

0.2976 

0.1038 

24.4748 

20.23 

0.2311 

33.52 

33.5200 

- 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


—VI.., 1 .’.M 




2MM 

gaa 

mm 




US Dollar 


0.7090 

3.7504 

0.3770 


09042 

3.6726 

1536.00 


Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

- 

5.2097 

0.5317 

5.1340 

0.4291 

5.1800 

2168.43 

4.7934 

Saudi Riyai 

0.2666 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

097 

0.0811 

098 

409.56 

09062 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8807 

9.9483 

- 

9.68 

0.8069 

9.74 

407498 

9.0148 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1948 

1.0303 

1.0303 

- 

0.0836 

1.01 

42198 


Kuwait Dinar 

3.2873 

2-3307 

12.3237 

1.2393 

1137 

- 

1297 

504991 

09337 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1931 

1.0212 

0.1026 

09911 

u 

- 

41893 

09254 

Lebaness/1000 

0.65 

0.4616 

2.4417 

0,2454 

2.3698 

0.1980 

2-3910 

- 

29126 

Egyptian . 

0.2942 

0.2086 

1.1035 

0.1109 

1.0711 


1.0807 

451.96 



Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 


Oils 

SZ3 

-reviouf 


Brent 

20.34 

19.84 


W.Texa 

21.10 

2196 


Bonny 

2094 

1994 


Dubai 

1890 

18.75 


UL Gas 

191.00 

190.00 



Metal Prices 

Metal 

HI 

Offer 

Gold (oz's) 

336.4 

3369 

Silver (oz's) 

5.18 

59 

Platinum (oz's) 

431 

433 

AL (3 Months) 

1675 

1678 

CU (3 Months) 

2110 

2113 

Zinc (3 Months) 


1360 

Lead (3 Months) 

647 

Km 

Ni (3 Months) 

6925 

6930 


Currency \ 

££22 




mm] 

SA Riyai 

0-2666 

0.4734 


09895 

32912 

AE Dirham 

0.2723 

0.4835 

0.1887 

09978 

32995 

KW Dinar 

39873 

5-8377 

2.0387 

4.8031 

397.14 

BH Dinar 

09770 

4.7103 

1.6434 

39745 

320.41 

CY Pound 

19074 

3985B 

1.1813 

2.7844 

23094 



Top business executive highlights 
threats to U.S. economic supremacy 


CHICAGO (AFP) — 
Excessive environmental 
regulations, resurgent 
industrial strife and work- 
ers’ insecurity could dent 
America's current econom- 
ic supremacy, a top U.S. 
business executive said 
Wednesday. 

Lawrence Bossidy, chair- 
man of Allied Signal, told a 
business luncheon that the 
U.S. economy is “at the top 
of the heap again” thanks to 
a painful industrial restruc- 
turing that “restored . the 
ability of our companies to 
compete.” 

Yet Mr. Bossidy, dubbed 
the “most sought-after CEO 
(chief executive officer) in 
America” by Fortune 500 
two years ago, warned that 
Europe and Japan would 
eventually solve their cur- 
rent problems and “will be 
back as a major economic 


force.” 

“If Europe and Japan will 
be back, if China and India 
are emerging as global eco- 
nomic powers, where does 
that leave the United 
States? Things are good 
now, but what can we 
expect tomorrow?,’ 4 he 
said. 

A key threat was “the 
danger of a tilt toward 
mindless environmental 
regulations that ignore their 
consequences on the eco- 
nomic well-being of our 
people,” he said, expressing 
“great misgivings” about an 
international treaty on glob- 
al wanning to be signed in 

Japan in December. 

He also warned against 
the “recurrence of labour- 
management strife in the 
wake of the (megashipper) 
United Parcel Service 
strike.” 


He noted that rising gov- 
ernment spending had been 
masked by higher tax 
receipts to balance the bud- 
get and said failure to rein 
in such spending could 
derail the economic expan- 
sion. 

He cautioned against a 
retreat from international 
trade liberalisation agree- 
ments and expressed con- 
cern over employee moti- 
vation in the wake of 
restructurings, diminis hed 
job security, increased ' 
workloads and escalating 
executive compensation. 

AlliedSignal. a high-tech 
and manufacturing compa- 
ny based in New Jersey, 
sold $14 billion worth of 
aerospace and automotive 
products, chemicals, fibers 
and advanced materials last 
year. It employs 70.000 
people in 40 countries. 


Kuwait said moving to open 
up oil sector to foreigners 

KUWAIT cm' (AFP) — 

Kuwait is moving closer 
towards opening up explo- 
ration and production in the 
oil sector to foreign compa- 
nies, which are currently lim- 
ited to providing technical 
advice, a newspaper has said. 

“The Supreme Petroleum 
Council seriously intends to 
take decisive decisions about 
foreign participation in 
drilling for oil in Kuwaiti 
fields” A1 Watan reported, 
quoting informed sources. 

The council, which last met 
on July 30 headed by acting 
prime minis ter and foreign 


minister. Sheikh Sabah AI 
Ahmad Al Sabah, is assess- 
ing detailed government 
studies with action expected 
in October, the daily said. 

But the daily did not say 
what kind of new agreement 
might be approved by the 
council that is charged with 
drawing up oil policy. 

“I think (the role of foreign 
firms) was discussed by the 
council, but it has been dis- 
cussed before." said one oil 
expert 

“I’m not sure if any deci- 
sion has been taken.” ^ 

Foreign firms operating in 


Kuwait — including British 
Petroleum. Chevron of the 
U.S. and France’s Total — 
are limited to providing 
advice to state-owned 
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) 
through technical service 
agreements, which only 
offers them a flat fee. 

Analysts say the oil majors 
are hoping to gain more prof- 
itable arrangements that 
could include incentives if, 
for example, they succeed in 
boosting recoverable 

reserves through better tech- 
nology or reservoir manage- 
ment. 


British Airways eyeing 
partial purchase of El Al 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Britain's transport minister, 
Gavin Strang, told Israeli 
officials that British Air- 
ways (BA) was interested 
in buying part of El Al 
when the Israeli state carri- 
er comes up for privatisa- 
tion, officials said Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Strang revealed BA’s 
interest in El AI during 
talks with Transportation 
Minister Yitzhak Levy and 
aviation officials, trans- 
portation ministry officials 
told AFP. 

Israel has been trying to 
sell off El Al as part of a 
broad privatisation pro- 
gramme launched by Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, but has yet to 


find any takers for the loss- 
making airline. 

El AI is notably handi- 
capped by a prohibition on 
flying during the Jewish 
Sabbath from sundown Fri- 
day to sundown Saturday. 

Orthodox groups in gov- 
ernment. including Mr. 
Levy's right-wing National 
Religious Patty, have 
sought legislation which 
would impose the Sabbath 
flight ban even after pri- 
vatisation of El AI. 

The Israeli airline has 
also been the target of sev- 
eral terrorist attacks, but 
has in response developed 
one of the tightest preven- 
tive security systems in the 
business. 


Qatar Airways plans 
to go public in 2 years 


MANAMA (R) — Qatar 
Airways plans to con- 
vert to a public compa- 
ny- 1 in two years by 
offering its shares to 
private investors, its 
chief executive said in 
remarks published 
Tuesday. 

“We are a private 
company arid we are in 
no need to issue our 
results. But we will do 
so when Qatar Airways 
is converted to a public 
company which we 
hope will take place in 
two years from now,” 
Akbar Al Bakker told 
the Arabic-language Al 
Hayat daily. 

Mr. Bakker said the 


airline — which is 70 
per cent owped by the 
Qatar ruling family with 
the foreign minister as 
its chairman — would 
then offer its shares to 
the public. 

He expected the num- 
ber of passengers flying 
with Qatar Airways to 
more than double to 

750.000 in the current 
financial year which 
started in April 1997 
from 350,000 the previ- 
ous year. 

Mr. Bakker expected 
the number to reach 

950.000 in the 1998/99 
financial year. 
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ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICK LIST FOR WEDENSDAY 01/10/1997 




PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANCE 

N 

2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BX. 

E 

0.00 

18 

23900 

46155 

1-93 

1.93 



2.540 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BX. 

9.7 

6.48 

7 

2100 

5160 

2.49 

2.44 

.05- 


5-200 

4.600 

THE MOUSING BX. 

14.7 

3-94 

4 

611 

3005 

4.93 

4.92 

.01- 


1.050 

.740 

JOR. GULP BANK 

5.1 

8.24 

12 

8450 

7149 

.85 

- 85 



4.050 

3.520 

JOR -ISLAMIC BANK 

15.1 

3.23 

26 

18791 

69137 

3.67 

3.71 

.04+ 


2.200 

.890 

BKIT.AL-KAL (HEXTHA) 

.6 

16.13 

. 2 

200 

185 

.91 

.93 

.02+ 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX. 241.39 *CHG: 

-0.01 

69 

54052 

130791 





2.170 

1.590 

JOR. FRENCH XKSUR. 

5.2 

8.20 

20 

10535 

19032 

1.80 

1.83 

.03+ 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS . INDEX x 114 

14 »a»: 

+0.16 

20 

10535 

19032 





2.050 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR- 

9.5 

5.10 

86 

54772 

107559 

2.00 

1.96 

.04- 


3.780 

1.320 

JRBID ELECTRICITY 

22.0 

3.11 

3 

150 

54 a 

3.71 

3.70 

.01- 


.810 

.480 

JORDAN XNTL.TRAD. 

27.7 

0-00 

1 

200 

108 

.52 

.54 

.02+ 


B. 160 

6.700 

ALRA'I 

12.8 

6.99 

2 

250 

1788 

7.15 

7.15 

- 


1.760 

1.150 

MID- EAST HOTELS 

19.5 

0-00 

4 

99B9 

12729 

1.25 

1 . 2 a 

.03+ 


3.720 

2.890 

ARAB INTL. IMV-EDDC- 

9.1 

o.oa 

14 

18110 

63385 

3.49 

3.50 

.01+ 


2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.6 

6.08 

3b 

12200 

22191 

1.78 

1.81 

.03+ 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 111 

28 *CHG: 

-0.11 

145 

95671 






4.450 

3.220 

JOR- CEMENT PACT. 

25.6 

2.89 

9 

719 

2728 

3.81 

3.80 

.01- 


11.040 

9.070 

JOR. PETROL -REFXNARY 

10.6 

8.10 

13 

860 

9453 

10.97 

10.98 

.01+ 


3.260 

1.620 

INDUSTRIAL CCMH.AGR. 

« 

0.00 

1 

350 

578 

1.65 

1.65 

— 


4.700 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM- MANE. 

12.7 

4.35 

18 

6980 

32106 

4.60 

4.60 

— 


5.950 

4.300 

DAR ALDAHA DV.INV. 

14.5 

4.24 

6 

2550 

15083 

5.90 

5.90 

- 


.870 

.450 

LIVESTOCK K POULTRY 

11.0 

0.00 

46 

51100 

26653 

-53 

.52 

.01- 


1.240 

.850 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

26.3 

0.00 

3 

1250 

1065 

-85 

.86 

.01+ 


1.400 

.790 

NATIONAL STEEL USD. 

9 

0.00 

1 

1700 

1360 

-80 

.80 

— 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS- 

9 

0.00 

9 

4450 

2492 

.57 

.55 

.02- 


1.200 

.510 

I NTKFMED - PETRO. CHEN . 

9 

0.00 

22 

7730 

4276 

.57 

.55 

.02- 


.920 

.530 

JOR- ROOTKXJL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

1 

3800 

2546 

.68 

.67 

.01- 

♦ 

2.970 

1.480 

LTN TV. CHKH . INDS . 

13.1 

6.90 

1 

100 

145 

1.48 

1.45 

.03- 


.890 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO— CHEH 

9 

0.00 

37 

22900 

15539 

.70 

.66 

.04- 


1.400 

.700 

KAWTHER INVEST. 

69.0 

0-00 

1 

300 

210 

.70 

.70 

- 


1.880 

1.080 

UN IV . HODN-INDS- 

P 

.21 

6 

1000 

1240 

1.24 

1.24 

- 


1.460 

.900 

JOR . INDS - RESOURCES 

12.2 

10.99 

3 

1250 

113B 

.91 

.91 

- 


1.620 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.5 

4.55 

12 

16100 

25023 

1.57 

1-54 

.03- 


1.070 

-810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO- 

15.4 

0.00 

6 

4050 

3430 

.as 

.84 

.01- 


2.090 

1940 

EL - LAY READY WEAR 

53.5 

0.00 

2 

15000 

22800 

1.S2 

1.52 

- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 122 

67 *CBO: 

-0.09 

19B 

142226 

167923 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX I 176 

14 ZCBCi 

-0.04 

432 

302484 

526052 
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LIST FOR 
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.710 

.410 

MACH . EQP . RENT . MAI N . 

9 

0.00 

3 

750 

395 

-51 

.53 

.02+ 


.630 

.300 

CENTRAL CEN, STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

1050 

126 

.32 

-31 

.01- 


.620 

.380 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

12.8 

0.00 

74 

688200 

340151 

-48 

.48 



.760 

.660 

UNION INV. 50’ 

9 

a. oo 

16 

67600 

16224 

.74 

.74 

- 


.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

a. oo 

24 

485000 

194300 

.42 

.41 

.01- 

N 

.950 

.610 

AL-DAWL1IAH 75* 

73.9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

520 

.76 

.77 

.01 + 

N 

1.050 

.850 

UNITED TOR TIN AN. INV 

52.1 

0.00 

1 

2000 

2000 

1.00 

1-00 



.480 

.200 

JOR . INDS . MATCH -JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

6 

7500 

1925 

.25 

.26 

.01+ 


.690 

.490 

ARAB FOOD t MXD. 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

255 

.49 

.51 

.02* 


.540 

.380 

ARAB INTL. IHV.TRD, 

46.1 

0.00 

11 

7566 

3026 

.40 

-40 



.720 

.380 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

39 

.38 

.39 

.01+ 


.750 

.400 

NATL. MULT . ENG . NAM ICO 

9 

0.00 

7 

3950 

1659 

.42 

.42 


« 

.980 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

11.7 

0.00 

4 

10000 

9B15 

.97 

.97 

_ 


.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

34.8 

6.49 

4 

4900 

3773 

.76 

.77 

.01 + 


.540 

.460 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

9 

0.00 

1 

300 

138 

.46 

.46 



1.230 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

•1 

1250 

1206 

1.23 

1.20 

.03- 


.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 85* 

E 

0.00 

1 

100 

52 

.65 

.67 



.520 

.290 

INDS. ENG. 

9 

a. oo 

2B 

31450 

10268 

.31 

.33 

.02+ 


.860 

.670 

INDS- CERAMIC 

17.6 

0.00 

3 

1400 

938 

.67 

.67 



.520 

.210 

I. TEXTILE KANUF- 

9 

0.00 

1 

200 

50 

.24 

.25 

.01+ 


.760 

.470 

PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 

E 

0.00 

3 

877 

426 

.47 

.49 

.02+ 

V 

1.000 

.690 

HAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

97.4 

0.00 

4 

6000 

2700 

.70 

.70 


V 

1.020 

.720 

ARAB I NT- FOOD FACT. 

42.4 

0.00 

4 

46750 

39355 

.84 

.88 

.04 + 


.840 

.580 

MID. EAST COMPLEX' 

7.B 

15.87 

4 

1400 

860 

.63 

.63 



Qatar to 
double gas 
sales to 
South 
Korea 

DOHA (AFP) — South 
Korea has signed a 25-year 
agreement here to double its 
annual purchases of liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) from 
Qatar, from 2.4 million 
tonnes to 4.8 million tonnes. 

The accord between the Ras 
Laffan Natural Gas Co. 
(RASGAS) and the Korea 
Gas Corp. IKOGAS) will 
stan July 1999. “Upon com- 
mencement ... the state of 
Qatar will become one of the 
world’s largest suppliers of 
LNG.” RASGAS said. 

An accord in principle on 
doubling sales to South Korea 
was reached in February. The 
sales level of 2.4 million 
tonnes a year has been in 
force since October 1995. 

The chairman of RASGAS. 
Yousef Hussein Kama], told 
reporters that the latest accord 
was clinched after “difficult 
negotiations,” but added that 
his company was also negoti- 
ating with Lebanon, Turkey 
and Taiwan. 

Mr. Kama! said he would 
soon visit Turkey to negotiate 
the sale of 750,000 tonnes a 
year of LNG. 

Qatar inaugurated a Ras 
Laffan terminal in February 
m ship gas to customers in 
Asia. RASGAS was set up in 
1993 as a joint venture, 
between the state-owned 
Qatar General Petroleum 
Corp. (70 per cent) and the 
U.S. Mobil Corp. (30 per 
cent). 
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DAJAM Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gold • PhoncS 527 1 1 S Alslnn Brazil • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Beal 

Estate 

Tel:- 81 0605-81 0609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


BP* 
i* 


STUDIO HBIG 

Professional quality in 
1 Hour service 
Develop your colour fflm 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size \ 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement\ 

20x30cm i 

Shmefsani - Opposite 
Grindtays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
SweitfehTel: 823891 


SECURITY 



ex,' 

o 

BC 

u GASTRONOMY^ 


cnowinora 

■OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING P( 

* TENNIS &. 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

* SAUNA 
JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
■ FITNESS 

ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 699634 

EXT. 42 


AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from AbdaC 
to Airport and Back 


Spec.Gi ^ecucea rdtei cl 


For Further Details cafl : 
Airport Branch 08-5.1 53 1 
ADdoB Branch 653313 


Iftim MmM fit rfmm&m. 



Quaflty Serviced Suites 

* & Ty> B f(h xcw u « PaPy 

EqaiMttd KSuktneOtE ■ DaBy L 
L«!*StaT * Racombie 


5th Circle., 

Tel. 692672 Fax 67455] 



Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 

SANABEL 


R ci 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 864230 — 8651 67 





































































io Sports 

UEFA roundup 
Champions Schalke advance; 
Arsenal upset as Inter Milan win 


PARIS (AFP) — Holders 
Schalke moved into the 
second round of [he UEFA 
Cup Tuesday after a skil- 
fully crafted 3-2 win over 
Croatian side Hajduk Split. 

The Germans’ two goals 
at home in the Fust leg a 
fortnight ago held them in 
good stead as they earned a 
5-2 aggregate win. 

And Germany further 
impressed in other results. 
Karlsruhe drew 1-1 at 
Cypriot side Anorthosis 
Famagusta for a 3-2 aggre- 
gate victory. 1860 Munich 
thrashed Finland's Jazz 
Pori 6-1. and Bochum had 
a thrilling 5-3 win over 
Turkey's Trabzonspor. 

The Croatians' tenacity 
was rewarded in the 20th 
minute when Kazimir 
Vulic threaded his way 
through Schalke ’s defen- 
sive line and held off a 
Man: Wilmots tackle to 
slide the ball into the net. 

Thirty second later, 
though, before the jubilant 
Croatian crowd had even 
settled down to watch play 
again. Wilmots redeemed 
himself by equalising. 

Split defender Mise mis- 
judged a high puss from 
Schalke’s Jiri Neraec 
allowing Wilmots to take 
the ball and tuck it past the 
Croats' stranded keeper. 

Well satisfied with their 
work, and knowing that the 
home side would need 
three goals now to 
advance, Schalke were 
sloppy when robust back- 
man Johann De Kock 
pulled down attacker Erceg 
just outside the area as he 
was storming toward the 
Germans’ goal. 

The resulting free kick 
was converted by Dean 
Rasunica in the 34th 
minute when he curled the 
ball through a hole in the 
wall created by Goosen's 
failure to jump." 

Hajduk forfeited any 
chance of victory in the 
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Sampdoria's captain Manini flL) heads the ball in front of Athletic Bilbao’s striker 
Jose Ziganda during their UEFA cup, first round, second leg match. Athletic Bilbao 
beat Sampdoria 2-0 to advance to the second round (Reuters photo) 


second half when Darkjo 
Jozinic tackled Oliver Held 
on his blind side, painfully 
digging his boot into the 
German's ankle. 

It was Jozinic's second 
bookable foul and he was 
sent off as Held was 
stretchered from the field. 
A man down. Schalke 's 
Rene Eijkelkamp closed 
the gate on Split with a 
double strike in the 68th 
and 73rd minutes. 

English Premiership 
giants Arsenal crashed out 
in the biggest shock of the 
night after Zissis Vrizas 
grabbed a stunning equalis- 
er three minutes from time 
to secure a famous 2-1 
aggregate win for PAOK 
Salonika. 

For the second 'Succes- 
sive season the Gunners 
suffered a shock first round 
exit and. while the Greek 
fans sang and danced at the 
final whistle, there was 
around the rest of Arsenal's 


Highbury stadium. 

An Arsenal triumph 

seemed likely when Dennis 
Bergkamp, who missed the 
first leg in Saloniki 

because of his fear of fly- 
ing, struck home a left-foot 
drive to put Arsenal 1-0 up 
on the night and level on 
aggregate. 

But the second goal just 
would not come as 
Arsenal, frustrated and 
becoming increasingly 
ragged in the face of some 
dubious Saloniki tackling 
that went largely unpun- 
ished by Belgian referee 
Michel Ptraux, saw their 
chances melt away. 

Inter Milan took their 
first step' on the long road 
back to the final on 
■Tuesday night, as they 
swept to a 2-0 victory over 
Neuchatel Xaraax. 

Already 2-0 up after the 
first leg at San Siro a fort- 
night ago. Francesco 
Moriero scored a spectacu- 



Igor Cvltanovic (L) of Croatia Zagreb fights for the ball with Johann Vogel of 
Grasshoppers of Zurich in their UEFA Cup first round, second leg match in Zurich, 
Croatia Zagreb won 0-5 (Reuters photo) 


lar opener after 25 minutes 
and Maurizio Ganz put the 
first round tie beyond 
doubt with 20 minutes to 
go. 

Neuchatel, who had 
never lost a European cup 
tie at home before, were 
simply out of their depth 
against a side who only lost 
last season's final on penal- 
ties to Schalke 04. 

Italian side Udinese also 
advanced to the second 
round with a resounding 3- 
0 victory over Widzew 
Lodz with Oliver Bierhoff, 
Paolo Poggi and Tomas 
LocatpUi all scoring. Lodz 
had itfbn 1-0 in the First leg. 

Athletic Bilbao, beaten 
UEFA Cup finalists 20 
years ago, aosted 
Italy’s Sampdoria 2-0 at 
the Basque outfit’s jam- 
packed San Mames stadi- 
um giving them a 4-1 
aggregate triumph. 

Aitor Larrazabal gave 
Athletico. in their cente- 
nary year, the lead after 40 
minutes from the penalty 
spot after Sampdoria keep- 
er Fabrizio Ferron had 
hauled down Inigo 
Larrainzar. for which the 
Italian earned a red card. 

Jose Angel Ziganda 
poked home the second 
barely four minutes after 
the restart. 

Rangers, who spent 15 
million pounds (about S24 
million) on new players in 
the summer, were booed 
off the pitch after crashing 
out to 10-man RC 
Stasbourg. 

The Glasgow giants, try- 
ing to peg back a 2-1 
deficit from the first leg, 
slumped to a 2-1 home 
defeat to give the French 
side a 4-2 victory on aggre- 
gate. 

Strasbourg, always tech- 
nically superior, went 

through thanks to strikes 
from Gerald Baticle and 
sub David Zitelli either 
side of half time. 

And Mario Cvitanovic 
hit a hat-trick and Robert 
Prosinecki hit two as 
Croatia Zagreb beat 

Grasshopper Zurich 5-0 
and 9-4 on aggregate. 

Of the French sides, 

Metz, Lyon, Auxerre and 
Strasbourg all went 
through at the expense of 
Belgian side Mouscroo, 
Denmark's Brondby, 
Spain’s Deportivo .La 

Coruna and Scotland's 
Rangers respectively. 

But Nantes fell to Danish 
side Aaarbuis and 
Bordeaux were ousted by 
England’s Aston Villa fol- 
lowing a late goal. 


AC 
Milan 
to ring the 
changes 


MILAN (AFP) — AC 
Milan coach Fabio Capello 
is ready to ring the changes 
after the club’s worst start 
to a season since 1938 — 
and the plans could see a 
return for veteran Roberto 
Donadoni. 

Donadoni, who played 10 
seasons for Milan during 
the glory years from 1986- 
96, is now in the United 
States with New York’s 
Metrostars who have been 
sidelined after failing to 
qualify for the play-offs. 

Milan, with two points 
from four matches, have 
made the 34-year-old mid- 
fielder an offer and are 
waiting for a reply. 

The club are also interest- 
ed in Sampdoria’s highly 
promising striker Vincenzo 
Montella. the Serie A's sec- 
ond highest scorer last sea- 
son with 22 goals, and who 
has scored three in four 
games this season. 

Aside from cash. Milan 
are willing to give 
Sampdoria two players on 
loan — Dutch midfielder 
Edgar Davids and Swedish 
striker Andreas Andersson 
— for the 23-year-old. 

The moves are part of an 
expected clearout which 
could also see unwanted 
Dutch defender Winston 
Bogarde heading for Ruud 
Gullit's Chelsea, according 
to Italian press reports. 

Teenage Croatian defend- 
er Dario Smoje is also 
expected to ship out, while 
French midfielder Ibrahim 
Ba and German defender 
Christian Ziege could well 
find themselves on the sub- 
stitutes’ bench this week- 
end. 

Capello who "had the 
team psychologist on hand 
for a “heads-together” ses- 
sion at their Milanello 
training ground this week, 
is even considering switch- 
ing from his hallmark 4-4-2 
to a 5-3-2 formation at 
Empoli. 

But despite all the behind 
the scenes activity, Capello 
was saying nothing in pub- 
lic. 

“The most important 
thing to do now is to work 
a lot, and say little,” he 
said. “Because words alone 
don’t take you very far.” 
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Lewis ready for anythin; 
in title defence 


ATLANTIC CITY (AFP) — Britain’s 
Lennox Lewis is ready for anything when 
he defends the World Boxing Council 
heavyweight title here Saturday against 
Poland’s Andrew Golota. 

He has to be. 

After the chaos he has seen in the heavy- 
weight division over the past year. Lewis 
finds himself in contention for a unified 
world title if he can get past Golota. who 
lost his past two fights for delivering low 
blows. 

“If he does that again, he has got to be the 
stupidest boxer in the world.” Lewis said. 
“It's something the boxing public doesn't 
need at this time.” 

Such bizarre finishes have become the 
norm for heavyweights, the most graphic 
being Mike Tyson's disqualification and 
subsequent banishment for biting -off a 
chunk of Evander Holyfield’s ear. 

Lewis took the vacant WBC title last 
February when Oliver McCall broke down 
weeping in the ring and refused to fight in 
the fifth round. 

Last July, Lewis inflicted the first loss 
upon compatriot Henry Akmwande. win- 
ning by disqualification when his foe was 
called for holding, clutching and being non- 
combative. 

“Go-low” Golota’ s losses both came for 
punching retired former champion Riddick 
Bowe in the groin. 

The first time, in July of last year at New 
York, touched off a half-hour brawl that 
resulted in 22 injuries. Golota needed 13 
stitches after being hit in the head with a 
portable telephone. 

Last December here, Golota was winning 
in the ninth round when, for no logical rea- 


son, he punched Bowe in the grout ^ 
and was disqualified again. 

“You have to look at Golota 
‘What's his best weapon?’” 

Lewis said. "His best weapons are", 
his left hook and his punch to the 

Lewis, 31-1 with 25 knockouts. 
Golota. 28-2 with 25 knockouts, 
rebuild his reputation. 

'Tve got to win a fair fight,” Gol 

But Lewis also knows nothing 
proven for either fighter unless the^caj 
impress with punching prowness and “not 
win by the odd behavior of another. 

"This fight has a cloud over it too ” Lewis 
said. 

Every cloud has a silver lining, though, 
and this one could mean gold for Lewis in 
addition to the S6 million he will be paid. 

A victory likely sets him up for a unifica- 
tion title fight against the winner of the 
November 8 showdown in Las Vegas 
between Holyfield. the World Boxing 
Association champion, and International 
Boxing Federation champion Michael 
Moore r. 

No fighter has been world undisputed 
heavyweight champion since Bowe 
dropped the WBC belt in a garbage can in 
1992 rather than fight Lewis, the mandato- 
ry challenger. 

Tyson beat Brit Frank Bruno for the WBC 
crown last year and beat Bruce Seldoo to 
briefly own the WB A crown as well before 
being forced to drop the WBC title for not 
fighting mandatory challenger Lewis. 

Also on the card here is DBF junior light- 
weight title fight between champion Arturo 
Gatti and Mexico’s Gabriel Ruelas. 




Confident Courier moves 
into 2nd round of China Open 


BEUING (AFP) — Former 
World No. 1 Jim Courier 
has moved into the second 
round of the $328,000 
China Open here in Beijing. 
Xinhua reported 

Wednesday. 

Courier, who has clinched 
20 singles titles in his tennis 
career and is the 1 number 
one seed at thi^ tournament, 
beat Alex Rediilescu of 
Germany 6-3, 64. 

He will meet Sweeden’s 
Patrik Fredrikson in the sec- 
ond round after the Sweede 
knocked out number four 
seed Marco Ondmska from 
South Africa 5-7. 6-3, 6-0. 

“I’m very satisfied with 
my first match in China," 
Courier said 

“I hope to win the singles 
here, but now the most 
important thing for me is 
the next round” the 
American added 

Courier was World No. 1 
in 1992. 



Jim Courier 


Basketball replaces football 
as Asia ’s top sport 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Basketball has replaced football as 
the most popular participatory team sport in Asia and 
Australia and is ou the verge of surpassing it worldwide, a 
global consumer poll released Tuesday showed 

The study showed 1 1 per cent of the world played bas- 
ketball last year compared to 13 per cent for football. But 
in such areas as China. Taiwan and Hong Kong, basketball 
is the clear winner. 

“Basketball is undoubtedly one of America's great 
exports." said Tom Miller, director of the Roper Starch 
Worldwide study. “In many places, like Mexico and China, 
basketball has either nearly equalled or surpassed soccer in 
popularity.” 

Basketball is favoured in Asia and the Pacific Ocean 
region by 10 per cent of people compared to eight per cent 
for football in developed nations and 12 per cent to 10 per 
cent in developing cpuntries. 

Basketball is the top team sport over football by percent- 
ages of 19 to 1 1 in China, 21 to 14 per cent in Hong Kong, 
26 to 4 in Taiwan, well beyond the poll's margin of error of 
4.5 per cent 

The poll also showed basketball surpassing football for 
the top spot in Australia (11 per cent to 10 per cent) and 
Venezuela (12 to 9). 

Football maintained a slim percentage margin in Mexico 
(30-28), Russia (8-6) and Poland (15-14). ! 

The study, based on 35,000 interviews conducted last 
April, explores global consumer attitudes, behaviour and 
preferences of people from ages 13 to 65 in 35 nations rep- 
resenting 1.4 billion people. 


ORGANIZED BY THE 

Dressage 
Council of 

JORDAN 

RJEF 

H EADQU ARTERS 

Royal stables, 
Al Hommar 


10:00 AM 

October 18,thru20^ 

Presented by Col. K.A. von Ziegner 
,0/ REGISTER BY OCTOBER 10! ' 

TRAINERS, RIDERS, JUDGES WELCOME 
°/ Two-Day Symposium with lunch JD5Q 
<V Private Lessons: RJEF Members JD25 



For information or registration call the 
RJEF 841370, or 
Dressage Council of Jordan 553-6886 
Email: abnaloui®nets.com.jo 
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" CINEMA 




PHILADELPHIA "l n 

N 

Bruce Willis., in 

THE FIFTH 
ELEMENT 

Shows: 12:30,3:30,6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


V' 


THL.-634I44 


A 


PHILADELPHIA "2 


Eddie Murphy ...in 

THE NUTTY 
PROFESSOR 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Paul Hogan ...in 

FLIPPER 




A 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30 


CINEMA TEL.-6W238 

PLAZA 

Curt Russel ... in 

CAPTAIN RON 


TEL: 079 33430 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


A 


/^CINEMA TEL:677420 X 

■Jl GALLERIA 1 


N. 


CONCORD 


COHCOBD 'I' 

Hugh Grant 
& Mr. Bean ...in 
FOUR WEDDINGS 
& A FUNERAL 
(12:30,3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) 

COHCOKD -a* 

MONKEY TROUBLE 

Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only J 


v 






abdoun 

John Travolta & 
Nicolas Cage ...in 

FACE OFF 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 


CINEMA TEL: CTO 33430 

GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

Julia Roberts ... in 

MY BEST FRIEND’S 
WEDDING 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 



Watch out for the new play 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 

OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 


V 
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Hlayjdl Ramadan of the Royal Stables took second place in the junior male Middle 
East Championship at the start of the horse show of the Arabian Horse Festival 
(photo by Hatem Ali> 

Arabian Horse Festival 
Jordanian entries impressive 
on first day of horse show 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arabian 
Horse Festival continued 
Wednesday with the start of 
the horse show and the 
opening of the photo exhi- 
bition at the Royal Stables 
at Hummar. 

Jordanian entries were 
impressive coming in first 
place in 6 of the first 7 
classes on the first day of 
the horse show' which cul- 
minates Friday with the 
Middle East Champi- 
onship. 

Yamama of the Royal 
Stables won first place 
among Class 1 (yearling 
foals), Flaxman's Raya of 
Ja’far Stud was first in 
Class 2 (yearling fillies »: 
Picola of Jafar Stud won in 
the Class 3 (fillies bom in 
1985): Bahiya of the UAE's 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
A1 Nahayan was first in 
Class 4 (fillies bom in 
1994); Hlayyii Ramadan of 


the Royal Stables was first 
in Class 5 (yearling colts); 
A1 Furat of the Royal Sta- 
bles won Class 6 (colts 
bom 1995); Kuhl A1 Oyoun 
of Taleb A1 Nahar Stud won 
Class 7 (colts bora 1994). 

In the Middle East Cham- 
pionship, Picola of Ja’far 
Stud won first place in the 
Junior Female Category, 
while A1 Furat of the Royal 
Stables won the Junior 
Male Category. 

President of the Royal 
Jordanian Equestrian Fed- 
eration (RJEF) HRH 
Princess Alia opened the 
photo exhibition by 
Ebrahim Shabby and 
Zohrab depicting the beau- 
ty of the purebred Arabian 
and featuring photos from 
the Jordanian landscape. 

The four-day Arabian 
Horse Festival began Tues- 
day with horse races at the 
Royal Racing Club at 
Tunaib. 

Six races were featured 
with prizes ranging from 


$10,000 for the flat race to 
$18,000 for the other five 
sponsored by the United 
Arab Emirates Equestrian 
and Horse Racing Federa- 
tion. 

The day’s biggest event, 
the 2 ,200- metre race was 
won by Taher of the Royal 
Stables. 

This year’s festival is one 
of the biggest ever with 
over 220 entries from six 
different countries: The 
UAE, Syria, Qatar, Pales- 
tine. the U.S. and Jordan. 

The majority of entries 
are from Jordan, with all 
Jordanian stables breeding 
pure Arabians represented. 

Judging the competition 
will be representatives from 
five different countries. 

In addition to Jordan, 
judges came from Aus- 
tralia, France. Poland and 
the United Kingdom. They 
will be looking at type, 
head and neck, body and 
topline, legs and endurance. 


Dressage Council of Jordan plans 
symposium for equestrians 

AMMAN ( J.T » — The Dres- Basics." details contact the RJEF. 

sage Council of Jordan in Registration for the syrn- 841370, or the DCJ at 553- 

cooperarion with the Royal posiurn is now open. For more 6886. 

Jordanian Equestrian Federa- 
tion (RJEF) will soon be hav- 
ing educational and training 
events. 

Dresssage is one of the 
fastest growing equestrian 
sports, worldwide. However, 
since competitive dressage is 
just beginning in our region, a 
symposium on correct basic 
training, prerequisite to 
advanced riding will take 
place Ocl 1 8-20 in .Amman as 
the first in a series of ev ents 
aimed at trainers, riders, and 
judges. 

The course will be conduct- 
ed by Col. K. .Albrecht von 
Ziegner of Mechtersen, Ger- 
many at the RJEF headquar- 
ters at the Royal Stables. A1 
Hommar. Private lessons with 


FOR RENT 


Luxuriously furnished ground floor apartment, located in 
Urn Utheina. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully 
equipped kitchen, independent maid's room with 
bathroom, verandas, garden, private garage, central 
heating, extra water tank and telephone. 

Please call Tel.: 8S585Q or SS3f861 

F OK SaL-E 

GERMAN SHEPHERD 

PUPPIES 

7 WEEKS OLD 
SERIOUSLY INTERESTED 
PLEASE CALL 711 642 


Col. von Ziegner will also be 
available. 

The sessions will be con- 
ducted with morning lectures, 
and mounted demonstrations 
in the afternoons. 

The first day’s programme 
will include rider's position, 
correct application of the aids, 
as well as lunging the young 
horse, and systematic train- 
ing, “The Training Tree." The 
second day will include 
demonstrations of horses at 
various levels of training as 
well as continued discussion 
of the “Training tree. - ’ 

Col. K. .Albrecht von Ziegn- 
er is well known for his inlin- 
ing methods from Lhe German 
tradition, and has agreed to 
visit Jordan to share the con- 
cept of the German school 
with riders in the region. His 
equestrian career began in 
1939, followed by posts in the 
University of Tubingen. 
NATO arid later for four years 
as Chief Instructor at the 
Turkish Cavalry School in 
Istanbul. He has written a 
many articles on training, and 
has edited publications 
including “Deutsche Reii- 
elehre” (Principles of Riding) 
and Museler’s “Riding 
Logic.” Recently, he pub- 
lished his own book “The 


ROOF FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

Located near the British Embassy, in a distinguished 
area with excellent view. It has an area of 180 sq.m. + 
180 sq.m, terrace. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, independent salon, dining room, sitting 
room and independent central heating. 

For information, please, call Tel. 079/29339 


Deluxe Furnished Apartment 

For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, living room, dining room, 
kitchen. 2 verandas, 2 bathrooms, telephone, TV, video 
player, parking. Very nicely furnished & reasonably 
priced. Located between 4 & 5th Circles. 

For details please call owner at Tel. 674286 


An Apartment For Rent "Furnished" 

Consisting of: 

. Three bedrooms. • Two bathrooms. 

• L-shaped living, dining, salon and veranda. • Large kitchen and 
balcony. It is equipped with independent central heating and own 
telephone fine. 

Location. Near 3rd Circle, Jabal Amman. 

please contact Tel.; 644809 (or) 644965 


FOR RENT 

Cozy apartment, fully furnished, nicely located in the 
west of Amman. Consists of TV, satellite, telephone line 
& number, built-in kitchen, European style furniture and 
beautiful garden. The rental amount is negotiable. The 
rental period is for medium-and long-term. 

For more information call Tel. 823894 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Swiss slam small Russian goals 

NYON (AFP) — Swiss club Sion have lodged a protest 
over their UEFA Cup defeat by Spartak Moscow because 
they claim the Russian goals were 14cm too low. A UEFA 
spokesman said even if the protest was upheld it did not 
necessarily mean Spartak would be disqualified. Tues- 
day’s match finished 2-2 to allow Spartak to qualify 3-2 on 
aggregate. 

Swim cheats may face early test 

PERTH (AFP) — Swimmers taking part in the world 
championships here early next year may be drug tested as 
soon as they arrive in Perth, organisers said Wednesday. 
Championship organising committee chairman Tom Hoad 
said here that Australian swimming wanted a major pro- 
portion of swimmers to be tested as soon as they arrived. 
A meeting this week with the sport’s world governing 
body, FTNA, would determine whether the tough anti- 
drugs stance would be implemented, he said. “1 believe it 
is important we show strong motivation to have a drug- 
free championship,” he said. “Making it known testing is 
to take place before the championships could act as a big 
deterrent.” More than 100 countries are expected to com- 
pete in the event at Challenge Stadium from January 8-1 8. 
Western Australian Sports Minister Norman Moore has 
pledged Government financial support in the war against 
drags at the meeting — the biggest sporting event in Aus- 
tralia before the Sydney 2000 Olympics. 

Palace downed by lowly Hull 

LONDON (AFP) — Hull, 91st in the English League, 
held on in extra-time to put Premiership Crystal Palace out 
of the League Cup at Selhurst Park on the away goals rule 
on Tuesday. Crystal Palace won 2-1 on the night but it was 
not enough to stop Mark Hateley’s earning third division 
stragglers a third-round trip to Newcastle. The vital score 
belonged to a defender called Ian Wright who rose 
unchallenged at the far post to head Richard Peacock’s 
28th-minute comer firmly past Kevin Miller. The goal 
meant Palace needed to score three times to survive, but 
goalkeeper Steve Wilson performed heroics in the Hull 
goal. 

Vengeful Juninho s inks Leicester 

LEICESTER (AFP) — Athletico Madrid’s Juninho took 
his revenge on Leicester when he scored the goal which 
sent them tumbling out of the UEFA Cup in a dramatic 
first round, second leg clash at Filbert Street on Tuesday. 
The Brazilian star had been reduced to tears when he was 
a part of the Middlesbrough side defeated by Leicester in 
the League Cup final last season. But the 24-year-old star 
was all smiles after striking IS minutes from time to end 
an heroic effort by Leicester, who eventually lost the tie 4- 
1 on aggregate with Francisco Kiko adding a second in the 
dying seconds. An often ill-tempered game saw Atletico 
defender Juan Lopez and Leicester midfielder Garry Park- 
er both shown the red card early in the second period. 

Burkina Faso get new coach 

OUAGADOUGOU (AFP) — Frenchman Philippe 
Troussier was appointed Tuesday as Burkina Faso’s 
national coach, the country’s football federation 
announced here. Federation general secretary Robert 
Ko rah ire said Troussier would take charge at least through 
to the end of next year’s African Nations Cup, which 
Burkina Faso will host in February. Troussier previously 
coached Ivory Coast and Nigeria. 



HRH Princess Hava steers her horse to clear an obstacle during a recent competition 
(file photo) 


Princess Haya wins 3rd 
place in Siena Derby 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal Highness 
Princess Haya Bint AI Hussein won 
third place in the Italy’s Siena Derby, 
200 kilometres north of Rome. 

Thirty professionals and Olympic 
medal holders took part in the 22 
steeplechase event which is considered 
one of die toughest races in the world. 

The 1200 metres race was attended by 
15,000 spectators. Princess Haya’s par- 


ticipation is considered the first of its 
kind in this type of race managing to 
overcome several obstacles which the 
Italian champion Giorgio Noti, holder of 
four European medals, could not con- 
quer. 

With this result. Princess Haya became 
the first Arab to win in a European 
equestrian event 






You don’t need to be a French speaker to come to the 
French Cultural Centre and learn spoken Arabic ! 

We offer beginners and non beginners courses in Arabic for those who 
want to get by in Jordan with the Arab speakers in their mother tongue ... 

Ahlan wa Sahlan ! ... 5 Mg ««$ 

Course duration:10 weeks, starting Oct 6th, '97 - Classes twice a week 

Fees : 70 dinars 


Call us now or come and register at the French Cultural Centre 
Tel : 636 445 - 637 009 - Email CCCLJOR@nets.com.jo 


Noor AI Hussein Foundation 

-The National Music Conservatory 

Presents 


A Piano Recital 



VICTOR 

BUNIN 


Sunday, 5 October ! 99 7 - 8:00 p.m. 
The Royal Cultural Center-Main Theatre 


in the program 
famous pieces, by 
Schumann, Chopin, 
Debussy and Ravel 


Ticket: JD 7 





Tickets available at: 

Alahlia-Abda Superstore, teL 68848 1 
Mssar Rowers, tel 5527695 
Babich©, cel 66 1 322 
Caffe Moka. id. 856285 

- ffiUadelptiia Hotel, tel. 607 100 

Safeway, cd. 6853 1 i 

The Royal Cultural Center, td. 669026 

- Tlie National Music Conservatory, teL 687620 



RadissonJ&f 



The American Community School 
Bargain Fair 

Friday, October 3, 1997 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 


ACS's semi-annual bargain fair will be held on the- 
school grounds next to the Royal 
Automobile Club. 

We have a large variety of new and used items for 
sale including a few computers. 

Entrance fee for adults is 500 fils, children free. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished or Unfurnished 

New villa, deluxe American style, 300 sq.m. Consists of 
garage, garden, central heating, intercom, central 
antenna, expantion water tank with bumb. 

First floor: Big sitting room, with dining, bathroom, 
kitchen with glassed veranda and one room. 

Second floor: 2 bedrooms (one with balcony), 
bathroom, master room, living room with veranda. 
Tel. 703795 - Dahiyat AI Rashid 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH CHAR SHARP 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 


YOU CANT GJCT THERE FROM hfbb 


East-West vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
* J9 
■ <?AQ4 
CJS42 

*A843 

WEST EAST 

AAQ1074S2 4.5 


VK76 
010 
+ 85 


9832 
0KQS3 
+ Q10972 


SOUTH 
+ ES6 
7 J 10 85 
O A 7 6 5 
+ KJ 

Th e bjdd jng: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1© Paw 2NT P». n 

3NT Pan Pan 

Opening lead: Six of v 

There is an old bridge imism 
which states that, if suit is good 
Enough to hid, it is good enough to 
lead. Former Canadian peter Nagy, 
now ■ Chicago resident, proved on 
this deal that the converse also 
holds true. 

We do not know many Wests 
who. even at adverse vulnerability, 
would stay out of the auction. That 
would have given North-South the 
o ption of a lucr ative penalty double. 


When North -So nth arrived at th 
no tramp Nagy decided that I 
suit was not good enough to It 
ei ther! 

Instead, nagy chose what tome 
out to be the sale lead of the six o 
hearts. Note that, with a ppad 
lead, declarer has enough entries t 
collect one spade. Tour hearts, on 
diamond and three dob tricks. 

Declarer elected to finesse thi 
queen of hearts at trick one and 
when that wqq, went after dia 
monds by leading low from dumnr 
and ducking in hand. West's tei 
won and Lhe defender persevere* 
frith hearts, leading the king U 
dummy's ace. A diamond to thi 
nine was allowed to hold, and Eas 
exited with o heart. 

In dire straits, declarer tried i 
low spade toward the jack. Wes 
grabbed the queen, and found thi 
only way to defeat the Contract bj 
exiting with a low dub. Thai 
ensured three dub tricks for dedar 
er, but there was no way t< 
unscramble thorn 
Declarer made a find stab b 
leading another spade. West row 
with the ace and shot back anothe 
club, and that was that. Declare] 
had already lost four tricka. ant 
■whether Sooth chose to win od tb 
table or in hand, there was no wai 
to avoid another loser in a minoi 
jsuiL Down one. 
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France won’t rejoin NATO 
military before December 


MAASTRICHT (AFP) — 
France will not return to 
NATO’s military stucture 
before the end of the year, 
the deadline for completion 
of an internal restructuring 
partly designed to give 
European allies a bigger 
role in the alliance. 

French Defence Minister 
Alain Richard confirmed 
here Wednesday a judge- 
ment in July by President 
Jacques Chirac that NATO 
had not gone far enough in 
changing its command 
structures to give Europeans 
a greater role. 

“Because of differences in 
opinion on the level of 
progress made in boosting 
the European presence in 
command structures ... we 
estimate that we will not be 
in a position to change our 
position before December,” 
Mr. Richard told NATO 
defence ministers meeting 
here. 

Although expected, the 
decision was a blow to 
efforts to create a European 
security pillar within 
NATO, which France itself 
had championed as a condi- 
tion for its return after a 31- 
year absence. 

As a major military 


power, France’s presence 
within the alliance's mili- 
tary structure would have 
added weight to NATO’s 
European component 

Mr. Richard, however, 
said France would continue 
to participate fully in 
NATO, taking part in com- 
bined joint task forces, 
NATO planning with the 
Western European Union 
and in new NATO councils 
such as that with Russia. 

_A dispute with 
Washington over whether 
an American or a European 
officer should lead NATO's 
southern command halted 
the French return to alliance 
military structures it aban- 
doned under President 
Charles De Gaulle in 1966. 

But France's new Socialist 
government was not eager 
to embrace an initiative 
begun under a conservative 
govemment- 

Neither Washington nor 
Paris budged in the year- 
long test of wills over AF 
South, as the southern com- 
mand is known. 

The Naples-based com- 
mand is home of the U.S. 
Sixth Fleet, and 
'Washington argued that the 
command had to remain 


under a U.S. admiral 
because it was pivotal to its 
interests in the 
Mediterranean and the 
Middle East 

France insisted that since 
NATO’s two top strategic 
command already went to 
U.S. officers, NATO region- 
al commands like AF South 
should be held by 
Europeans. 

U.S. officials say the issue 
has now been shelved and 
may not even be raised 
when U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen 
meets next week in Paris 
with Mr. Richard. 

“Nobody wants to engage 
on it right now," Pentagon 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon 
said. “It was poisoning the 
relationship, and we want 
to build a new relationship.” 

France's demands were 
gravely undermined by its 
failure to win real backing 
from any of the other major 
European allies. German 
Defence Minister Volker 
Ruhe said Wednesday 
France would have a better 
chance of success if it 
attempted “to make its way 
from the inside." 

Britain also urged France 
to swallow its pride and 


return to the NATO fold. 

France is a “key country 
and a key ally of ours,” said 
Defence Secretary George 
Robertson. “We would want 
to encourage it to be a full 
member of the alliance as it 
once was." 

With or without France. 
NATO hopes to reach agree- 
ment by- December on 

changes in the command 
structure that would reduce 
the number NATO head- 
quarters from 65 to about 23 
and give Europeans a 

greater role than in the past. 

“There is nothing in the 
new command structure that 
precludes France from com- 
ing in." said Walter 

Slocombe, U.S. undersecre- 
tary of defence. 

“On the part of the United 
States and all the other 
allies we hope that with 
time the French government 
will decide that it does want 
to bring France back into 
the full integration with the 
alliance.” he said. 

Still, posts will be shared 
out once the new command 
structure is in place, which 
will complicate France’s 
reentry at a later date, said 
U.S. ambassador to NATO 
Robert Hunter. 


Israel reviews whether to try 
or extradite Maryland suspect 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In an 
about-face. Israel said 
Wednesday it would review 
its decision to try a teen-age 
suspect in a Maryland killing 
in Israel rather than extradite 
him to the U.S. 

Bob Livingston, chairman 
of the U.S. House 
Appropriation Committee, 
Tuesday had branded Israel’s 
refusal to extradite 17-year- 
old suspect Samuel 
Sheinbein as an “outrage.” 
Mr. Livingston threatened to 
make the case a factor in 
continuing the $3 billion in 
annual U.S. foreign aid to 
Israel. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said 
American officials are work- 
ing on “how to sort this out.” 

“I think there’s a real ques- 
tion as to whether the father 
is really an Lsraeli citizen, 
and this is clearly -a crime 
committed in the United 
States." Ms. Albright said on 
NBC’s ‘Today” show, with- 
out elaboration. “We’re 
working with the Justice 
Department and I hope we’ll 
be able to sort this out soon." 

Suing by the criticism. 
Israel's justice ministry said 
Wednesday that “Israel is not 
a refuge for criminals.” 

Sheinbein, of Wheaton. 
Md.. fled to Israel last week 
after allegedly murdering 19- 
year-old Alfredo Enrique 
Tello Jr., whose burned and 
dismembered body was 
found in wheaton on Sept. 
IS. He and another teenager. 


Aaron B. Needle, are 
charged with murder in 
Montgomery County Court. 

Israel’s justice ministry 
said Ibesday that under 
Israeli law, Sheinbein could 
not be returned to the U.S. 
The ministry said the suspect 
is considered an Israeli citi- 
zen — even though he never 
lived in Israel — because his 
father, Shlomo. 53. has 
Israeli citizenship. 

However, the ministry said 
Wednesday it was reviewing 
whether Mr. Sheinbein was 
eligible for Israeli citizenship 
in foe first place. Irit Cohn, 
head of the ministry’s inter- 
national department, said Mr. 
Sheinbein left Israel at age 
six in 1950. two years before 
the law on citizenship was 
passed. 

“There are questions on 
whether he met the require- 
ments of the law,” Mr. Cohn 
told the Associated Press. 
She would not provide 
details, and said an answer 
was expected early next 
week. 

If it turned out that Mr. 
Sheinbein was entitled to cit- 
izenship, then Israel would 
have no choice under exist- 
ing law but to try his son in 
Israel. Mr. Cohn said. 

Mr. Sheinbein’s lawyer 
said the suspect might waive 
his right to be tried in Israel if 
he was offered a deal by 
Maryland prosecutors, ‘if 
Maryland comes to us with 
better conditions then we 
will consider it.” the lawyer. 


Nitzana Lietner, told the 
Associated Press. 

But Ms. Lietner said chat 
for the moment, Sheinbein 
was not fighting Israel's 
decision to prosecute him 
here. “The idea that he will 
be tried in Israel looks OK to 
us .’* she said 

Mr. Cohn said Wednesday 
she was not certain whether 
Israeli law would even per- 
mit Sheinbein to return vol- 
untarily to the U.S. to stand 
trial there. 

Meanwhile. Israeli police 
have begun investigating Mr. 
Sheinbein in preparation for 
a possible triaL the ministry 
said On Sunday, two U.S. 
prosecutors and two police 
officers are expected to arrive 
in Israel to help Israeli 
police. 

“The authorities in Israel 
are cooperating fully with 
their U.S. counterparts," the 
statement said. 

Mr. Sheinbein’s father, a 
lawyer and former Pentagon 
employee, has been charged 
in Israel with tampering with 
a police investigation by 
helping his son flee the U.S. 

A brother, Robert, was also 
detained by Israeli police 
Monday, but both were 
relased Tuesday on condition 
they remain in Israel said 
police spokeswoman Linda 
Menuhin. 

Mr. Sheinbein appeared 
Monday before a magistrate 
who ordered him held for 10 
days so police can question 
him. 


U.S. joint 
chiefs head 
retires with 
full pomp 

FORT MYER. Va. (R) — 
The nation’s highest rank- 
ing military officer. 
General John Shalikashvili, 
headed into retirement 
Tuesday with a full display 
of pomp and fulsome 
praise from his boss. 

“Our nation is safer. Our 
armed forces are stronger, 
and our world is a better 
place because of your ser- 
vice," U.S. President Bill 
Clinton said at ceremonies 
to honour the 61 -year-old 
general on his retirement as 
chairman of the joint chiefs 
of staff. 

Jets and helicopters flew 
overhead. honour-guard 
soldiers trooped past in a 
crisp review, a fife and 
drum band played and four 
cannons fired 19 booming 
shots as part of the cere- 
monies on a manicured 
parade ground of the 
army’s Fort Myer. 

Gen. Shalikashvili. wide- 
ly known as simply 
■'Shall,” was saluted both 
for his extraordinary life — 
in which he went from a 
childhood in Warsaw dur- 
ing the World War II to the 
position of America's top 
soldier — and for his role 
in reshaping die U.S. mili- 
tary strategy in the post 
cold war era. 


6 civilians slain; AIS rebels hold fire in Algeria 


PARTS (R) — Algerian news- 
papers said Wednesday gun- 
men killed six civilians, 
including two 70-year-old 
men. as troops widened a 
siege on a radical rebel 
stronghold. 

News of the latest killings 
came hours after rebels of the 
relatively moderate Islamic 
Salvation Army (AIS) began 
a ceasefire they say will 
expose a rival militant group 
who they accuse of “extreme 
barbarity” against civilians. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan Tuesday con- 
demned recent massacres in 
Algeria as “heinous munjers” 
that were totally unjustifiable. 

Liberte newspaper said 
Wednesday that gunmen, 
thought to be members of the 
radical Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), killed six civilians 
Monday night in the Sidi 
Merzouk area, in the south- 
western province of Saida, 
where government troops 
have killed 40 rebels in a 
week-long offensive. 

One of the victims was 
bound hand and foot, tied to a 
gas cylinder and burnt alive, it 
said, adding that two 70-year- 
old men were among the 
dead. 

La Tribune newspaper said 


troops encircling a GIA elite 
unit in Ouled Allel town, 
south of Algiers, had extend- 
ed their siege to the neigh- 
bouring area of Chebli, where 
more an 100 villagers had 
been slaughtered in a series of 
massacres since last April. 

Ouled Allel was abandoned 
by its 12,000 residents in 
1994 when GIA men moved 
in and told them to get out or 
be killed. 

The AIS truce is widely 
seen as a litmus test for the 
group and its political wing, 
the Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), in making a cohesive 
approach to the government 
and assessing its ability to iso- 
late extremists and wipe out 
members of the rival GIA. 

Analysts said it was impos- 
sible to gauge the impact of 
the truce in die short term. 

The AIS has always said its 
war was with government 
troops and security forces and 
not with civilians. At the same 
time, the authorities have 
muzzled any reports of casu- 
alties among their troops, so 
any relief of pressure on the 
government forces resulting 
from the ceasefire is impossi- 
ble to assess. 

Algerian officials and 
media have seldom men- 


tioned the AJS. pinning most 
of the blame on the GIA for 
the massacres of thousands of 
civilians since last November. 

The GIA appeared to revel 
in its notoriety, saying its 
killings would go on. 

Algeria's authorities have 
publicly denial any dialogue 
with the rebels they used to 
brand as “criminals and mer- 
cenaries” insisting that the 
outlawed FIS is a chapter 
from the past 

The Algerian Foreign 
Ministry Tuesday denied a 
story in the London-based A1 
Hayai newspaper that an 
“Arab country” had mediated 
in reaching the ceasefire. 

The FIS was the leading 
opposition force in Algeria 
but was prevented from win- 
ning parliamentary elections 
when the authorities in 
January 1992 cancelled a gen- 
eral election it had dominated. 

Violence erupted shortly 
afterwards, with members of 
the security forces as the ini- 
tial targets. 

Despite the authorities’ 
denial of any dealings with 
the AIS or FIS, analysts doubt 
the ceasefire could have been 
achieved without some politi- 
cal involvement. 

The truce was announced 


two and half months after the 
authorities set free FIS leader, 
Abassi Madani. midway 
through his 12-year jail term 
for undermining state securi- 

ty- 

AIS chief. Madani 
Mezerag. in a statement he 
issued a week ago. ordered 
his men to Jay down their 
weapons Wednesday "to foil 
the plans of those who are 
waiting for the opportunity to 
harm Algeria.” 

The AIS now appears to be 
joining, from the battlefield, 
the FIS and other politicians 
who believe that dialogue is 
the only way to end Algeria's 
strife, in which more than 
60,000 people have died since 
1992. 

The fear in Algeria now is 
that hardliners on both sides 
may try to sink the ceasefire 
by fanning (he violence to 
undermine those who still 
cling to a possible political 
compromise. 

But many Algerians, turned 
into hostages of the strife, 
hope the ceasefire will at least 
open the door to cooperation 
between rebels and the army 
to crush the GIA through a 
combination of military 
strikes and political marginal- 
isation. 



ODD OR EVEN? A policeman checks a motorcycle licence plate early 
Wednesday as anti-pollution measures were put into effect in Paris. Only 
cars and motorcycles with licence plates on which the first group of numbers 
ends in an odd number can drive within the city following record pollution 
levels in Paris (Reuters photo) 

Israel frees two Jewish 
extremists on New Year 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
released two Jewish extrem- 
ists jailed for killing an 
Arab and reduced the sen- 
tences . of four others 
Wednesday, hours after the 
government freed an 
Islamist leader, police offi- 
cials said. 

Zeev Wolf and Guershon 
Ershkowitz were pardoned 
by President Ezer Weizman 
on the eve of Rosh Hashana, 
the Jewish New Year, the 
officials said. 

The two were connected 
to the now outlawed anti- 
Arab movement Kach and 
were sentenced to 10 years 
in prison in July 1993 for 
killing a Palestinian in a 
grenade attack on a market 
in the Arab sector of 
Jerusalem’s Old City. 

Those benefiting from 
reduced prison ■ terms 
included Yoram Skolnik, 
whose life sentence for exe- 
cuting a bound Palestinian 


who stabbed an Israeli set- 
tier in 1992 was cut to 15 
years. 

Two other Jewish extrem- 
ists, Nir Ephroni and Eli 
Vanunu. who were convict- 
ed of murdering a 
Palestinian gas station 
attendant in 19*84 in retalia- 
tion for the killing by 
Palestinians of an Israeli 
soldier, had their sentences 
reduced respectively from 
22 to 15 years and from 22 
to 20 years, the officials 
said. 

A fourth man, Nahshon 
Wolf, jailed four years ago 
for killing a pregnant 
Palestinian woman driving 
by the West Bank Jewish 
settlement of Kiiyat Arba, 
had his term cut from 15 to 
12 years. 

Israel Radio quoted a 
spokesman for Mr. 
Weizman as saying the par- 
dons were not related to the 
release before . dawn 


Wednesday of Sheikh 

Ahmad Yassin, the spiritual 
leader of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, 
Hamas. 

The spokesman. Arieh 
Shummer, said the pardons 
were decided three months 
ago and were carried out to 
mark the Jewish New Year. 

But observers saw the 
tuning as an apparent ges- 
ture to calm possible right- 
wing anger over the release 
of Sheikh Yassin, who was 
jailed for life in 1991 for 
complicity in the kidnap 
and killing of two Israeli 
soldiers by Hamas mili- 
tants. 

The government said 
Sheikh Yassin, 61, was 
freed after more than eight 
years in prison due to his 
failing health and a request 
for his release from His 
Majesty King Hussein (.See 
story on page 1). 


Farrakhan will not apologise 
to Jews over his convictions 


LOS ANGELES (AFP; — 
Nation of Islam Leader 
Louis Farrakhan .said" he 
wants dialogue with the 
Jews to “come to grips with 
our differences," but he 
refuses to get on his knees 
and apologise for any offen- 
sive remarks. 

“I don’t have to bow down 
or beg. I’m not your 
enemy," Mr. Farrakhan told 
a press conference after giv- 
ing a speech at the African- 
American Protestant 
Church here Tuesday. 

“Unfortunately, it is 
desired that I come on bend- 
ed knee. Those in the 
Jewish community feel that 
T need to atone for telling 
the truth — I cannot,", he 
said. 

The 64-year-old African- 
American Muslim leader 
has headed the Nation of 
Islam since 1977. His 
speeches can include harsh 
language — he once called 
Judaism a “gutter” religion. 

Mr. Farrakhan said he was 
“concerned" that U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's 
talks with Israeli leaders 
over new Jewish settlements 
on Palestinian Territory 
could be seen as appease- 
ment. 

He drew parallels with 
British Prime Minister 


Neville Chamberlain’s 1938 
attempt to appease Adolf 
Hitler to end Nazi expan- 
sion in Europe. 

“If America does not use 
her tremendous leverage 
properly." Mr. Farrakhan 
said “that area (the Middle 
East] could break into war 
that would engulf the whole 
earth.” 

Surrounded by a dozen of 
his bow-tied security 
guards. Mr. Farrakhan said: 
“If I’m not telling the truth, 
then the Jewish community 
has a responsibility to show 
me where I am in error. 

“But to demand of me an 
apology when I think I am 
absolutely right, then I 
don’t have anything to apol- 
ogise for,” he added. 

Perhaps, Mr. Farrakhan 
told the Jewish community, 
“you see me as one of your 
recalcitrant slaves and you 
want to bring me in line so 
that the rest of the slaves 
won't get courage to stand 
up.” 

U.S. government restric- 
tions bar Mr. Farrakhan 
from collecting a one billion 
dollar gift offered to him by 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi. 

“Mr. Ted Turner just 
recently gave a gift of a bil- 
lion dollars to the United 


Nations for humanitarian 
purposes.” he said referring 
to the billionaire CNN 
owner. “That is all that Mr. 
Qadhafi wants.” 

The members of the U.S. 
government, he said, “fear 
that we’re going to spend it 
on arras or munitions, 
which is silly. We’re not try- 
ing Jd destroy the country 
where we live.” 

Although Mr. Farrakhan 
said he would not atone to 
Jews for any remarks, he 
has been asking African- 
Americans to support a 
nationwide “Day of 
Atonement" on October 16 
— his proposed day of fast- 
ing and prayer with no work 
or recreation. 

Among those listening to 
Mr. Farrakhan's two-hour 
speech were U.S. football 
legend O.J. Simpson, who 
earlier this year was found 
liable in civil court for the 
1994 stabbing deaths of his 
ex-wife and her male friend, 
despite his acquittal in 1995 
on related murder charges. 

Mr. Farrakhan said he was 
glad to see Simpson among 
the crowd, adding that the 
civil verdict's “stench" tar- 
nished his image. Simpson 
left the church as reporters 
arrived. 



Jospin goes 
suit with new 
anti-poUution law 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
Premier Lionel Jospin and 
four of his ministers drove 
electric cars to their weekly 
cabinet meeting at the 
Elysee Presidential Palace 
on Wednesday, amid a pol- 
lution clampdown in Paris. 
As Paris commuters sub- 
mitted to a government 
decree allowing only half 
of motorists on the roads to 
combat a pollution surge, 
Jospin turned up in a green 
Peugeot 106 powered by 
electricity. Environment 
Minister Dominique 
VoyneL who ordered the 
snap anti-pollution mea- 
sures. also drove green, as 
did Transport Minister 
Jean-Claude GayssoL 
Education Minister Claude 
Allegre and Schools 
Minister Segolene Royal. 

Brigitte Bardot 
‘shocked’ after 
hunter shoots bear 


PARIS (AFP) — Brigitte 
Bardot, the French animal 
rights activist and former 
film star, on Tuesday 
voiced her horror following 
the death of a bear that was 
shot by a hunter in south- 
western France. In a state- 
ment, Bardot said sbe was 
“absolutely outraged and 
deeply shocked,” following 
the death Saturday of the 
bear, known as Mellba. 
Mellba. a Slovenian bear 
released in the Pyrenees in 
June 1996. was shot on 
Saturday in the Haute- 
Garonne region of France 
by a young hunter who was 
stalking a wild boar. The 
man said he felt threatened 
by the animal. 

German court 
curbs canines 


COLOGNE (AFP) — A 
court warned dog owners 
to muffle their mutts, set- 
ting heavy fines for those 
who fail to do so. Dogs are 
to be allowed to bark, but 
no more than 1 0 minutes at 
a time, and up to a maxi- 
mum of a half-hour per 
day. Beyond that, their 
owners are liable to fines of 
up to $280,000. The case 
came up when neighbours 
complained about Robby, a 
small Mastiff Hound that 
belongs to singer Erik 
Silvester. Robby apparent- 
ly does not share his mas- 
ter’s talent or repertoire, 
though plaintiffs said he 
holds his own when it 
comes to volume, projec- 
tion and endurance. 

Bill Wyman, 60, 
to be father again 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Former Rolling Stones bass 
guitarist Bill Wyman. 60. 
announced Tuesday he was 
to be a father again and 
said “it’s nice to know I am 
not shooting blanks yet.” 
"I’m quite proud that I'm 
still knocking them out.” 
Wyman and his wife 
Suzanne, 38, have two 
daughters. Katie, aged 
three, and Jessie, two. He 
also has a 36-year-old son, 
Stephen, from a first mar- 
riage. 

Spice Girls lend 
their charms to 
computer game 

LONDON (AFP) 
Britain's pop superstars, 
Spice Girls, are going 
tech with the launch of m* 
first interactive compute 
game named after them, 1 
was 

Wednesday. Players enter- 
ing Spice World can 
their own versions of 
supergroup’s hits, 
graph animated version? 
Posh. Ginger, Sporty, 
and Baby Spice, and 
interview them 21313 '“S. 
active video press comm- 
ence. 
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